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age that He did in another. For example, we learn from
C hapter 1 the Old Testament that the Spirit of God came upon which-
Before and After Pentecost ever person He chose, regardless of the spiritual condi-
tion of that person. He acted as a free, sovereign agent,
The Holy Spirit is a divine Person, equal with the F&oming upon men as He willed. In some places we are
ther and with the Son in the Godhead. They are all eqt@t that He “entered” into a certain individual in order

in power and wisdom and majesty. to do some special work. In other places we read how
someone was “anointed by” the Spirit of God to do a
Where Does God Dwell? particular work. We might speak of His work during that

period as “selective indwelling.” This could be used to
There are great mysteries in connection with the Tridescribe both the persons He indwelt and the length of
ity that the human mind cannot explore. They are béme He indwelt them.
yond the realm of our comprehension. Take for example It would seem that such individuals as Joseph, Daniel,
the location of each member of the Trinity in the undoshua and David were indwelt by the Holy Spirit with-
verse. The Bible speaks of the Father as being in heawart.interruption. Yet David was aware that the Spirit of
That is His special residence. The Lord Jesus is at thed could and would withdraw Himself from an indi-
right hand of the Father making intercession for Higdual under certain circumstances. In his prayerin Psalm
people. The Word of God tells us that the Holy Spirit El1, David cried out to God after seeing the terrible nature
here on earth dwelling in the Church, the Body of Chrigif his sins: “Take not thy holy spirit from me” (v. 11).
and in believers. Yet, these three are so closely knit Tdiis is not the kind of prayer we would pray today. This
gether that what thought comes to the mind of one is algill be plain when we study the present work of the Holy
on the minds of the others. They are inseparable &@yirit as revealed in the New Testament.
work together in perfect harmony and unity. David had the example of Saul before him when he
There was a time when the residence of the Lord Jepleaded with God not to take His Holy Spirit from him.
Christ was not at the right hand of the Father but wiéhen Saul set his will against the will of God, he was
here on earth. We learn in Galatians 4:4 that when that only rejected as king, but “the Spirit of the Lord de-
fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, magarted from . . . him” (I Sam. 16:14).
of a woman, made under the Law. There was a definiteln the case of Samson it appears that the Spirit of God
time appointed for the incarnation of our Lord. Mename upon him only on certain occasions. When some
waited for thousands of years for the promise of the Sesgmécial work had to be done, then Samson was empow-
of the woman to be fulfilled, and one day it was. Thered to do it. However, when the mark of the Nazarite
appointed time arrived. was removed from him by the cutting of his hair, we learn
The Holy Spirit has not always had His special redhat “he wist not that the Lord was departed from him”
dence in the Church and in the child of God. His comirfgudg. 16:20). It was only in answer to prayer on the part
to take up His work was promised by our Lord (Johof Samson that the Lord gave him special power to de-
14:16, 17). He instructed His disciples to wait in Jerusstroy the house filled with the leaders of the Philistines
lem until the coming of the Spirit (Acts 1:4), and thajvv. 3-31).
coming took place at Pentecost (ch. 2). He had been in
the world before, for He, as the other members of tdrist's Teaching About the Holy Spirit
Godhead, is omnipresent (present everywhere at the same
time). But He took up a new work and a new residence During His earthly ministry the Lord Jesus Christ
at Pentecost. taught His disciples that they might receive the Holy Spirit
The teaching in the Bible concerning the Holy Spirthrough prayer to the Father. The record in Luke 11:13 is
is revealed in a progressive manner. The work and piifye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto
poses of God are not disclosed to man all at one tingeur children: how much more shall your heavenly Fa-

Truth is added to truth as the need arises. ther give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” This was
a new and staggering truth for a Jew to consider. It is
Changing Methods evident from the Gospel records that Mary of Bethany

was perhaps the only one who did ask for the Holy Spirit

Moreover, God’s methods of work may change arid accordance with this promise. Apparently none of the
do change from time to time. He is unchanging in Hiisciples did. Undoubtedly, they knew of a promise in
Person, but He is not bound to do the same thing in altel that a time would come when the Spirit of God would
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come upon men and women, but apparently they did notThat the disciples should wait for the fulfillment of
heed this promise of the Lord which would have givehe promise concerning the Holy Spirit is stated again in
the Spirit in advance of the time referred to in Joel. Thsts 1:4,5. The Lord, “being assembled together with
may explain why Mary alone, of all of Christ's follow-them, commanded them that they should not depart from
ers, seemed to grasp what Christ meant by His repeatedisalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which,
statements concerning His death and resurrection. saith he, ye have heard of me. . . . Ye shall be baptized
For us in this day and age to consider the promisewith the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” Then, ac-
Luke 13 as being a promise for us now is to ignore tberding to verse 8, they were to be endued with the power
great truths concerning the Holy Spirit that relate to Peaafter the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they would be
tecost and His indwelling of believers. The Bible teachestnesses to Christ throughout the world.
that every believer in this age has the Spirit of God ind- There is no contradiction, however, between the Lord’s
welling him. breathing on them the Holy Spirit and these instructions
Toward the close of His earthly ministry the Lord Jestis wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit. This breathing
promised that He would pray to the Father, and in answ@rthem was an earnest of what was to happen in the very
to that prayer the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, would conteear future. Moreover, what happened to the few was
and abide with believers: “And | will pray the Fathegoing to take place in the lives of all who believed in
and he shall give you another Comforter, that he m@rist. It was not just the 12 but the whole body of be-
abide with you for ever” (John 14:16). Here all thrd@vers on whom the Spirit came. This is what we find in
Persons of the Trinity are brought before us. There is thets 2:1-4: “And when the day of Pentecost was fully
Lord Jesus, who prayed; the Father, to whom He prayedme, they were all with one accord in one place. And
and the Holy Spirit, who was to be sent by the Fathersanddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing
answer to our Lord’s prayer. There is more than thatighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were
however, in this passage. Something new would be daiiting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues
by the Holy Spirit in answer to this prayer. He would néike as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they
only come and indwell believers, but He would abide witkere all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
them forever. with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”
The next verse in this chapter says, “Even the Spirit This was a definite manifestation of the appearance
of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeftthe third Person of the Trinity. Some 33 years preced-
him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for himg this Jesus Christ came to earth in the form of a baby
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” Two little prepon Bethlehem. These are both never-to-be-repeated steps.
sitions here tell, in a progressive way, the story of tkrist will not come again as a child to Bethlehem, and
revelation concerning the Holy Spirit. Our Saviour safentecost will not be repeated, for both were events pre-
to His disciples that the Holy Spirit was with them, buticted to take place at a certain time and at a certain place,
an event would take place in the near future in which thed this was fulfilled.
Holy Spirit would indwell them and would abide with The method of how the Spirit came upon believers
them forever. God's people even then were not withauais not always the same, according to the Book of Acts.
the help of the Holy Spirit, but His permanent indwellinth a number of cases the Spirit came when believers laid
of all believers was future to the conversation that otireir hands on those who had received Christ. This was
Lord had with His disciples in which this promise watsue of Paul when Ananias visited him in Damascus. We
made. are told, “Ananias went his way, and entered into the
house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul,
It was very possible on the first evening of His resuihe Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way
rection that our Lord found the disciples in the uppeas thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive
room. He breathed on them, saying, “Receive ye the Htty sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost” (9:17).
Ghost” (20:22). This may seem like a contradiction to The same was true concerning certain disciples Paul
some other Scriptures. For example, in Luke 24:49 ¥mind in Ephesus, persons who knew only of John's bap-
read: “And, behold, | send the promise of my Father uptism and not of the coming of the Holy Spirit. Then,
you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be etWhen Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost

dued with power from on high.” came on them” (19:6). Paul and these disciples were
converted Jews to whom the impartation of the Holy Spirit

The Spirit's Coming at Pentecost through the laying on of hands was apparently a special
sign.



Another instance of this is recorded in Acts 8. Philiod?” (11:15-17). Peter did not lay his hands on these
ministered in Samaria, and a revival broke out. Peteentiles in order to impart the Holy Spirit, but God im-
and John were sent from Jerusalem to find out what wested the Holy Spirit to them as Peter preached the Word.
going on, and when they came, they found the Samarit&that was done was done directly by God. This was proof
believers and prayed for them “that they might receit@the Jewish Christians that God had received these Gen-
the Holy Ghost: (For as yet he was fallen upon nonetidés into His family.
them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus)” (8:15,16). It was not until the apostles laid th&ithen the Spirit Comes to Individuals
hands on these Samaritan Christians that “they received
the Holy Ghost” (v. 17). In this we see different methods God used to impart

These Samaritans were only part Jews, and a very gtimHoly Spirit to believers. In the case of those on whom
reason can be suggested for this delay in their receivivands were laid before they received the Holy Spirit, they
the Holy Spirit. The Samaritan woman with whom ourecame believers and then were given the Spirit of God.
Saviour spoke claimed for the Samaritans certain riginsthe case of Cornelius’ household, the Spirit was given
and privileges with regard to the worship of God whicipparently at the time the people believed. Some teach
our Saviour denied. He said to her: “Ye worship ye knawat the Spirit always takes up His residence in the be-
not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is diever at a time subsequent to salvation. This is not the
the Jews” (John 4:22). case. The Book of Acts itself contains the answer, and it

It was a Jew that brought the message of salvatiorig@orroborated in some of the epistles.
the Samaritans, and it was two Jews, Peter and Johnln the King James Version Acts 19:2 begins, “He said
whom God used to impart to these Samaritan believargo them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye
the Holy Spirit. It was not that converted Jews couliblieved?” The New American Standard Bible translates
save the Samaritans but that God had given Israel a shis-portion correctly in the following words: “Did you
cial place in His program, and He emphasized this througizeive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” The New
a Jewish evangelist’s bringing the Word and through tBerkeley Version is similar in rendering the section this
fact that two Jewish Christian leaders imparted the Halay: “Did you receive the Holy Spirit on your becoming
Spirit to these new converts. believers?” From this language we conclude that Paul

Moreover, it was not God’s intention that there woulexpected believers at that time to receive the Holy Spirit
be a Jewish Church and a Samaritan Church; they wapen their acceptance of Christ and not at some future
to be one body in Christ. time. A number of years had elapsed since Pentecost,

The events in the household of Cornelius differed froamd the work of God was being fit into the pattern it would
these three instances where the Holy Spirit was givenfbifow down through the years of this dispensation.
the laying on of hands. In the case of Cornelius and hisA similar passage is Ephesians 1:13. It reads in the
household, it was while Peter spoke the words of life théihg James Version: “In whom ye also trusted, after that
“the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the wordye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation:
(Acts 10:44). in whom also after that ye believed ye were sealed with

Peter was apparently wise with the wisdom of the Spititat Holy Spirit of promise.” Here, as in Acts 19:2, this
in taking six Jewish brethren along with him when haortion should be translated: “In whom also upon believ-
went to the home of this Gentile. We learn: “And they aig ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,” or,
the circumcision which believed were astonished, as makyhen ye believed ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit
as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles alsoafggomise.”
poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost” (v. 45). This had In subsequent chapters the different works of the Holy
its effect upon the church in Jerusalem when some of 8irit will be pointed out, but it is essential now to see
Christian Jews contended with Peter because he had ghaethe impartation of the Holy Spirit in this day and age
into a Gentile's house and had eaten with him. Peter limdt the moment of the individual's acceptance of Christ
witnesses to prove that when he began to speak, the Hdypersonal Saviour.

Spirit, as he said, “fell on them, as on us at the beginning.

Then remembered | the word of the Lord, how that he

said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be Chapter 2 L

baptized with the Holy Ghost. Forasmuch then as GC\A\/hy Was the H0|y Splrlt Sent?
gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on

the Lord Jesus Christ; what was |, that | could withstand Two verses in John’s Gospel provide the answers as
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to who sent the Holy Spirit and why: “And | will pray theno longer be enslaved by it. But God not only made this
Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, thatgrevision through Christ, He also sent the Holy Spirit
may abide with you for ever” (14:16). “But the Cominto our lives to make this work of Christ effective in our
forter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father witlaily Christian experience.
send in my name, he shall teach you all things” (v. 26). Still more is needed, however. Christ went to the
From these we learn that God the Father and the Léntbne of the Father in order to do a work for us also.
Jesus Christ united in sending the Holy Spirit. UsuaWhy He is there becomes clear as we read | John 2:1:
in a case where one person is sent by another to ddg little children, these things write | unto you, that ye
certain task, the one sending is superior to the one seim.not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with
We say, “usually,” because there are exceptions, and this Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” Thus we not only
is one of those exceptions. Inthe work of redemption theed a divine Person within us to make actual the new
Son and the Holy Spirit at times subordinate themselis in Christ, but we also need a divine Person before the
to the Father, though in the Godhead all three are equiatone of God to plead for us when we sin. In this way
According to these Scriptures, however, the Holy Spitite work of Christ for our salvation is preserved since it
subordinates Himself to the will of the Father and to tldees not rest on us but on Him.
will of the Son in working out the benefits of redemption Consider again the work of the Holy Spirit. He came
for us. What had proved to be impossible under the Lawpe a Comforter in the sense that our Lord Himself was
because we could not obey the Law, is possible underdah@omforter. When He spoke of the Holy Spirit as “an-
gospel. The Lord Jesus was going to enter into the prather Comforter,” our Lord was saying that the Holy Spirit
ence of the Father to perform a special task on our s a Comforter of the same nature and kind as He Him-
half, and the Holy Spirit was sent to the earth to work §elf is. The word “Comforter” means someone called
our hearts to perform another aspect of that work.  alongside to help. This means more than someone tak-
ing us by the hand and giving us aid. It includes provid-
To Impart Christ's Life ing us with divine energy and divine life so that we be-
come more like Christ.
Ever since the fall of man God has demonstrated in
many different ways that man does not have the poweFor Fruitbearing
himself to do what he ought to do to please God. Man
was created innocent, yet at the first temptation he fell. We have been chosen of God to represent Christ on
Man was not able to stand unaided and live a spiritulis earth. This is not a choice we made but one our Sav-
life in keeping with God’s standards. With the coming @dur made. He said in John 15:16: “Ye have not chosen
Jesus Christ to save man the whole picture changed. & but | have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye
Eternal God became man in the Person of Jesus Christiauld go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
order to provide salvation for us. remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my
While here on the earth He proved that a sinless lifame, he may give it you.” We have been chosen for the
was possible. Now He continues to live to demonstraarpose of bringing forth fruit, something impossible for
that His life in us will not fail to fulfill its God-ordained us to fulfill on our own. We need the help of the Holy
purpose. This new life is Christ Himself, whose life iSpirit to carry this out.
brought out in us through the Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul deals with this subject in Romans
It was necessary in the working out of the new life it2, where he says, “For as we have many members in
us that we be made free from that which entangles usire body, and all members have not the same office: so
sin. Provision was made for this according to Romawe, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one
8:2: “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hattmembers one of another” (Rom. 12:4,5).
made me free from the law of sin and death.” Just as arhe same truth is set forth in | Corinthians 12:14-21.
person can be made free from the law of gravity by cdllere we are reminded that the body is not one member
ing into operation other laws, so we are made free frdmt many members. “If the foot shall say, Because | am
the principle, or the law, of sin and death, which, untibt the hand, | am not of the body” (v. 15). The apostle
the time of our trusting in Christ, held us down in sin. speaks of the the ear and the eye in the same manner and
The Law of Moses could never bring us this releagben concludes, “But now hath God set the members ev-
It was weak because we are weak. However, God semtone of them in the body, as it hath pleased him” (v.
His Son in the likeness, or guise, of sinful flesh and catB). We are all placed in the Body of Christ to do a spe-
demned sin (v. 3). God broke sin’s power so that we mzgl task, and we need each other for that. The Spirit of
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God divides to each member of the Body individuallynto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by
according to His will. We are each given a certain aspéutse ye might be partakers of the divine nature” (v. 4).
of the work that must be done; and if each person dé&em God'’s standpoint there is nothing to hinder the ex-
his task, we function as do the members of the hunm@amession in us of the new life in Christ.
body. We cannot get along without each other. | needlt is the work of the Holy Spirit to identify us with the
you and you need me. life of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Spirit came to teach us,
Not everyone is called to do all the preaching or &tl give peace, to give courage, to give testimony, to guide
the teaching or all the leading. There are certain thingsinto all truth and to pray through us. He is God’s free
all of us can do that are the same, but there are sagifeof grace to us at this time. He will not be withdrawn
things that each of us do differently. Itis in the provindeom us because He is to dwell with us forever.
of the Holy Spirit to see that each of us is able to accom-The Lord Jesus Christ had to return to the Father be-
plish the work laid upon us so that there will be no failufere the Holy Spirit could come. In speaking to the dis-
in the work of God. ciples our Lord said, “Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It
The Lord Jesus Christ is concerned with seeing tlisexpedient for you that | go away: for if | go not away,
the work is done for us and shall be successful in us. tHe Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, |
leaves no room for failure. We have been called by Hiwill send him unto you” (John 16:7). In looking into the
and chosen to go and bring forth fruit that will last. future prophetic program of God, we see that the Holy
will be permanent. This is possible only because the H&8pirit must return to heaven with the Church to present
Spirit has been sent to dwell in us and to work out in us to the Lord Jesus Christ and the Father before the Sav-
the will and purposes of God. Since He dwells in us fimur returns the second time to the earth.
that purpose, we have the responsibility of letting Him
control us so that His work in us will go on unhindered.hree Works of the Spirit
It was this that our Saviour had reference to when He
said in John 7:37,38: “If any man thirst, let him come In my early years in the ministry, | was very perplexed
after me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scdpncerning the teaching of the Bible on the Holy Spirit
ture hath said, out of his belly [innermost being] shalhtil | read a book entitled;he Threefold Secret of the
flow rivers of living water.” The Spirit of God dwells inHoly Spirit, by James McConkey. He summarized the
us to bring this to realization in our lives. work of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the believer under
When the Lord Jesus was discussing with His discipkiesee headings: (1) The Secret of His Incoming; (2) The
the subject of sending them the Holy Spirit, He said 8ecret of His Fullness; (3) The Secret of His Constant
John 14:18: “I will not leave you comfortless: | will comévanifestation.
to you.” From this word “comfortless” we get our word The secret of the incoming of the Holy Spirit has to
“orphan.” The word in the Greek means someone whdalis with His regenerating work and His baptizing the be-
left desolate or bereft of any help or assistance. In tlever into the Body of Christ. We have already covered
plan of God for society, parents help their children, athis, but the following summary will help us crystallize
in the family of God, the Holy Spirit is here to help ththese truths in a way that we will not forget them. The
believer in this very way. new birth is the work of the Holy Spirit within us.
Our Lord said at one time, “I live,” and He added “Y&hrough His regenerating power He imparts to us the
shall live also” (John 14:19). This accords with Romads$vine nature. We have already learned from Romans 8
5:10, where we learn that we are reconciled by the detitht when a person is born again, the Holy Spirit enters
of Jesus Christ and that we shall live by His life. Thislgs heart and forms Christ in him. Christ becomes the
His resurrection life, which only the Holy Spirit can probeliever’s life. The person who does not have the Spirit
duce in us. This is why Paul could say in Il Corinthiarmg God is not a child of God. This, in brief, covers the
4:10,11 that he always bore about in his body the dyisgbject of the secret of His incoming.
of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus “might be Some Christians struggle with God, asking that they
made manifest in [his] body.” The Spirit of God has conmeight receive the Holy Spirit, not realizing that He indwelt
to identify us with a divine life here so that we can libem from the moment they were born again. It is wrong
identified with our Lord before the Father. for us to plead with God for the incoming of the Holy
Peter tells us that God has given us “all things tHapirit after we have accepted Christ as personal Saviour,
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledémr we are asking God to do what He has already done.
of him that hath called us to glory and virtue” (Il Pet, The second aspect of His work within us has to do
1:3). The verse that follows says, “Whereby are givenith His infilling, or His fullness. It is one thing for Him
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to make His home in our hearts, it is another thing fehows us that the coming of the Spirit is not the end of
Him to control our lives. It is one thing to receive thelis work but that He will fill us to the place where, like a
Holy Spirit. It is another thing to be filled with the Holyspring of water, we will overflow with refreshment for
Spirit. ' When we surrender ourselves to Him, He takethers.
possession of us. It means more than this, however. This has reference
This infilling of the Holy Spirit does not go unchalnot only to witnessing and ministry but also to the fruit
lenged because when He seeks to take over the centeff die Spirit becoming a reality in our experiences and
our lives, there is opposition from the flesh nature withoverflowing to the benefit of others. That fruit is “love,
us. This is what Paul tells us in Galatians when he sggy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
“The flesh lusteth [desires] against the Spirit, and theeekness, temperance: against such there is no law” (Gal.
Spirit against the flesh” (Gal. 5:17). These two are cob22-23).
trary to one another so that we cannot do the things weThe fruit of the Spirit was seen in such men as John
would like to do. This conflict begins the moment thend Paul. They both reflected Christ in their lives in simi-
Holy Spirit comes into our hearts. Itis His desire that & ways and also in divergent ways.
might be completely controlled by Him so that our be- It was true also of their ministries. They were both
havior honors God. gifted of God for special service but in different ways.
It is our duty and privilege to surrender our bodies Tdhis is in keeping with what we are told in | Corinthians
Him. This is the message of Romans 6:13: “Neith&R. The Spirit of God gives “to every man severally as
yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteouse will” (v. 11). At the direction of the Spirit, each of us
ness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as thisgifted to minister in one way or another the gospel to
that are alive from the dead, and your members as instithers. This all has to do with the outflowing of the Spirit
ments of righteousness unto God.” The same truthinsour lives. There are different kinds of ministries but
found in Romans 12:1, where we are told to present tlie same Spirit.
bodies a living sacrifice unto God. Unless we do this, The results of the filling of the Holy Spirit are many.
the Holy Spirit will not be able to fill our lives completelyOne of these is that we receive power to do God’s work.
The surrender of some of us might be compared té\aother is that we receive knowledge, for He reveals to
person entering a ten-room house and being allowed ingothe things that Christ has spoken for our good. Then
only two or three of the rooms but not into any of ththere is fruitfulness in that the fruit of the Spirit is mani-
others. This is often how we fail the Holy Spirit in surfested in us and God gives the increase to our witness for
rendering our lives to Him. Let us yield to Him in everidim.
area of our lives that He brings to our minds. We make aThis places the obligation on us to surrender ourselves
sad mistake when we wait for the Holy Spirit to take pofely to the Lord. Only as we do this can He fill us or
session. He is waiting for us to act in obedience to Gocttintrol us to where our lives overflow with His life, mak-

permit Him complete possession. ing the water of life available to others.
The third aspect is the secret of the outflowing, or con-

stant manifestation, of the Holy Spirit. A well-known

passage which teaches this truth is John 7:37-39: “In the Chapter 3

last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, Sealed and Indwelt
saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.

He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of by the Spmt
his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake
he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should One of the key verses relating to this sealing of the
receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; becausely Spirit is Ephesians 1:13: “In whom ye also trusted,
that Jesus was not yet glorified.)” This is the normafter that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
outcome in a life that has been regenerated, that has lmgvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were
possessed by the Spirit and then is empowered for sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” This truth is
vice. also stated in Il Corinthians 1:22: “Who hath also sealed
In His conversation with the woman at the well, ows, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.”
Lord said, “But whosoever drinketh of the water that | God the Father is the agent who seals the Son accord-
shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that | shadig to John 6:27. And He is the one who has anointed us
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up intand has sealed us according to Il Corinthians 1:21.
everlasting life” (4:14). The figure our Saviour used The ones sealed are those who have trusted in Christ.
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This is clear from the Scriptures already quoted. Thaid that they were to give to Caesar that which was

basis for this is believing the gospel of Christ. When th@aesar’s and to God that which was God’s (see Matt.

is believed, Christ is received, the Holy Spirit comes ing2:19-21). Since itis a mark of ownership, the sealing of

the believer, and God seals the believer by the Spirit. The Holy Spirit becomes the earnest of our inheritance. It

Holy Spirit is given to us as the earnest of our furthexGod'’s pledge and a foretaste of the good things He has
inheritance. for us in the future.

The Word of God does not say that the Spirit is given Sealing also speaks of authority. In the Old Testa-
only to the spiritual Christian. It is possible for believersent we read that Pharoah gave Joseph a ring and the
to become carnal; nevertheless, they are sealed byKhw of Persia gave a ring to Mordecai. Just so, God has
Spirit of God. Paul told the Corinthians that he could ngiven us His Spirit to mark us with authority. According
write to them as unto spiritual “but as unto carnal, evem Ephesians 2:5,6 we have been raised together with
as unto babes in Christ” (| Cor. 3:1). Yet it was to th@hrist into a place of responsibility and authority.
same group that he wrote in his second letter: “Now heFinally, the sealing of the Holy Spirit signifies secu-
which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointaty. This should encourage those who, though they have
us, is God; who hath also sealed us, and given the eartrasted Christ, are still fearful in regard to these matters.
of the Spirit in our hearts” (Il Cor. 1:21,22). The sealing of the believer for security is a very pre-

Sealing has nothing to do with behavior. The sealio@pus aspect of this great truth. Like any doctrine of the
takes place at the time of the new birth, and we neWord, the teaching on the believer’s security can be mis-
become unsealed. Never in the Bible are we exhorteddpresented. Let us be careful not to deny ourselves the
be sealed. We are admonished to be filled with the Spibigssings of this truth, however, just because some have
but not once are we commanded to be sealed. The s&alised it.
ing automatically follows our being born from above. It We read in Daniel 6 that the king sealed the stones
is universal to all believers, but with it goes an exhortahich marked the exit to the lion’s den in which Daniel
tion not to grieve the Holy Spirit now that we are sealeehs placed. Only the king himself dared break those seals.
by Him. This is the message of Ephesians 4:30: “Afithe Romans sealed the sepulcher in which the body of
grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealddsus was placed so that none would dare open it. These,
unto the day of redemption.” however, were seals placed by men, and God is not bound

We have stated that the believer is sealed the momansuch insufficient seals.
that he believes, but some might point to Ephesians 1:13With regard to the Holy Spirit's being our seal,
as teaching something other than this. Instead of ‘Ephesians 1:14 says, “Which is the earnest of our inher-
whom alsacafter that ye believed, ye were sealed withance until the redemption of the purchased possession,
that holy Spirit of promise” (KJV), it should read: “Inunto the praise of his glory.” The word “until” assures us
whomupon believing, ohaving believed, ye were sealedhat the Spirit of God is the seal of our inheritance until
with that Holy Spirit of promise.” This tells us that théhe redemption of the body. This is the day of redemp-
sealing was an instantaneous act at the time of regengoa-spoken of in Ephesians 4:30, where we are told: “And
tion. At the moment we were born again the Holy Spigtieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed
entered and became the seal of God on our lives.  unto the day of redemption.”

There are three different phases of redemption, the first
Purpose of Sealing being redemption from the guilt of sin. This took place
when we were born again, or regenerated. We are re-

What is the purpose of God's sealing us with the Hotleemed from the power of sin in this life when we allow
Spirit? First of all, sealing signifies a finished transathe Holy Spirit to control us. We will be redeemed from
tion. God is saying, in effect, that the matter of our sahe very presence of sin at the coming of the Lord Jesus
vation is finished or as good as completed. In Philippianken He takes us away to be with Himself. The Spirit of
1:6 we learn: “He which hath begun a good work in ydsod is the guarantee that we will be kept to that glorious
will perform it [finish it].” Consequently, the sealingday.
speaks of a finished transaction. The confirmation of this is given in | Peter 1:5: “Who

In the second place, it speaks of ownership. Sealittege children of God] are kept by the power of God through
is the mark of God upon the believer. The rancher wfaith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”
puts a brand on his cattle does so to signify his own&his is God’s guarantee to the believer of eternal life, but
ship. When Christ asked his disciples whose insignids does not mean that we can do as we (i.e., the old
was on a coin and was given the answer, “Caesar’s,” igure) please and not suffer the consequences. We are
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warned not to grieve the Spirit of God, and many Scrifire Holy Spirit is the evidence of life and the gift of God
ture passages tell us that God severely chastens His thithe believer.
dren when necessary. This means that if the Holy Spirit is in us, He pro-
Only God can break the seal that He Himself has esices the kind of life that God wants us to have. If the
tablished. Any seal that a man makes God can break,laly Spirit is not in us, we are still in an unsaved condi-
any seal God makes only He can break. God has praion. All believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. This
ised He will not break this seal, for the seal is the Hallpes not necessarily mean that all believers are filled, or
Spirit, and His presence with us is the assurance of oantrolled by, the Holy Spirit. We must be careful to
security unto the day of redemption. This sealing, as mete the difference between the indwelling of the Spirit
have pointed out before, is only for those who have turremad the filling, or the controlling, by the Spirit.
in faith to Christ and have been regenerated. Let us nofThe indwelling of the Holy Spirit does not depend on
build false hopes on human merit or on any systemafr consciousness of that indwelling. Whether we feel
salvation other than salvation by grace through faithwe are indwelt or feel we are not indwelt has nothing to

Christ (Eph. 2:8,9). do with it. We are the temple of God, and the Spirit of
God dwells in us according to | Corinthians 3:16. This is
The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit not qualified by whether or not we feel like it. Thisis a

truth for every believer. Since God says this is so, it is

There is possibly no clearer truth in the New Testse.
ment that that the believer is indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Even the carnal Christian is indwelt by the Spirit of
Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “Know ye not that ye afeod. Though carnal, he is still a believer. This was true
the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth af the Corinthians (v. 1); they needed to be awakened to
you?” (I Cor. 3:16). In Chapter 6 and verse 19 of thiee truth of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence.
same book he wrote, “Know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye havadwelling is Not Filling
of God, and ye are not your own?” Of the fact of the
Holy Spirit's indwelling there can be no doubt. The consequences of remaining carnal when God has

Why does the Spirit of God indwell the believer? Whatade clear His truth to us should cause us to search our
is the purpose of His incoming? An answer is given Irearts. The Word says, “If any man defile the temple of
Romans 8:9-11: “But ye are not in the flesh, but in tli@od, him shall God destroy” (v. 17). This could mean
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now iphysical death. Whether or not we consider them to be
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of h&ich, God says our bodies are holy since He has made
And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sihem His temple. We are bought with a price; therefore,
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the should glorify God in our bodies and in our spirits,
Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwelhithich are God’s. We are warned in Ephesians 4:30,
you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall al€&rieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed
guicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth imnto the day of redemption.” In the light of these things
you.” The purpose, then, of His indwelling is that Hae dare not take this truth lightly.
might cause us to live in righteousness. Before our sal-We must realize, however, that our basis for the ind-
vation we were dead in trespasses and sins. The absemtkng Spirit is faith in Christ as our Saviour, not our
of the Spirit of God in any life is evidence enough of thHeehavior. The filling of the Holy Spirit has to do with
unsaved condition of that life. For, “If any man have nour behavior, but His indwelling has to do with our first
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (v. 9). act of faith when we trusted in Christ. His indwelling is

Jude, in his epistle, wrote about a certain unsaved claggermanent matter. It is a once-for-all thing. This truth
of people in these words: “These be they who separatalso a factor in our assurance. The Lord Jesus said, ‘I
themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit” (1:19). Thal pray the Father, and he shall give you another Com-
word “sensual” is exactly the same word that is used ifotter, that he may abide with you for ever” (John 14:16).
Corinthians 2:14 and is translated “natural.” It refers flittle later He said to the disciples that the Spirit of God
the unsaved man. The natural man does not receivewas with them; He said, “He . . . shall be in you” (v. 17).
things of the Spirit of God for the simple reason that the Sin does not expel the Holy Spirit from our lives, but
Spirit of God has not taken up His abode in such a lifeithout fail it will bring conviction to our hearts. For the
Just as the absence of the Holy Spirit in a life speaksHafly Spirit to remove Himself when a Christian sins
the unsaved condition of that person, so the presencavofild be to leave that Christian without conviction and
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without life. If this were possible, it would mean he woulHoly Spirit. In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul

be unborn, and the new birth would have to be repeatete, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one

over and over again. body” (12:13). We read in Romans 6:3: “Know ye not,
Every time we sin, it is the filling with the Holy Spiritthat so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were

and the power that is affected by sin, not the indwellingaptized into his death?” The third passage is Galatians

The evidence for the indwelling Spirit is not our exper8:27: “For as many of you as have been baptized into

ence but the Word of God. He declares it, and that shoGlarist have put on Christ.”

settle it. He cannot lie. He would not deceive us. We are

not to look for fruit as the evidence of the indwelling, blBaptism Defined

we are to believe God. The fruit of the Spirit, on the

other hand, will be withessed when we are controlled by The word “baptize” is not an English word. We use it

the Holy Spirit. because we find it in our English translations of the Bible.
It is a Greek word that has been transliterated; that is, it
Problem Passages has been brought over bodily from the Greek into the

English without being translated at all. There are various
Consider now a few problem passages with regardeoms of the Greek word, such haptizo andbapto.
the subject of the Holy Spirit's indwelling, such as ActBhis word has two meanings which are very important to
5:32: “And we are his witnesses of these things; and sasswho study the New Testament. The first meaning is
also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them tH& submerge” in the sense that one would submerge a
obey him.” Let us not jump to conclusions and think thabat in water. It can also mean to be “overwhelmed in
the Spirit of God is given as the result of a life of obedialamities.” This is the way our Saviour used it when He
ence in the believer. The divine commentary on thissaid, “| have a baptism to be baptized with” (Luke 12:50).
Acts 6:7: “And the word of God increased; and the nurkle was not talking about submerging something, such as
ber of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; anddoat, in water but of being overwhelmed by calamities.
great company of the priests were obedient to the faitm”His case it was death on the cross.
This is the obedience Peter had reference to in Acts 5:32The late Professor Kenneth S. Wuest, of the Moody
There he spoke to unbelieving leaders of Israel and sBillle Institute of Chicago, a student and teacher of New
that if they would obey the faith concerning Jesus Chriggstament Greek, gives this further definition of the word
they would be saved. translated “baptize”: “The introduction or placing of a
The same truth is brought out in Romans 1:5: “Byerson or a thing into a new environment or into union
whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obdth something else so as to alter its condition or its rela-
dience to the faith among all nations.” It is clear, thetipnship to its previous environment or condition.”
from these verses in Acts that the Spirit of God begins According to Matthew 3:11, John the Baptist said, “I
His indwelling work as a result of the believer’s trustinimdeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he
Christ for salvation. that cometh after me is mightier than |, whose shoes | am
There are incidents in the Scriptures where there ajt worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy
pears to be a temporary indwelling, but a careful stu@host, and with fire.” Baptism with fire has to do with
will indicate that every such case occurred before Perttee people of Israel in the Tribulation, when they will be
cost. The Holy Spirit did not work before Pentecost submerged or overwhelmed by terrible calamities. But
the way He did afterward in this regard. We see thattire baptism in the Spirit means something entirely dif-
connection with Saul, from whom the Spirit of God dderent. Itis a submergence, but of a different nature.
parted. David had real cause to plead, after his grievousAccording to | Corinthians 12:13, we are baptized by
sins, that God would not take the Holy Spirit from hinone Spirit into one body. This means that the Holy Spirit
These men did not have the promise we have today fhlaces us or introduces us as believers into the Body of
the Spirit of God will dwell with the believer forever. which Christ is the living Head. This is not His physical
resurrection body, which is now glorified. In that body
Chapter 4 He is sitting at the right hand of the Father making inter-
. . cession for us. The body spoken of in this passage in |
The Baptlsm of the HO|y Sp|r|t Corinthians is the mystical Body of which every believer
is a member. We became members of that Body by be-
Three short passages of Scripture will form our badkg placed into it by the Holy Spirit. This baptismal work
ground for our study on the subject of the baptism of thg the Spirit took place at Pentecost when the Body of
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Christ was formed. This becomes an actual fact in diwing the Christian life was available. These then are
lives the moment we are born again. two different phases of the Spirit's work.

Again we must be careful to distinguish between things Sometimes the work of the Holy Spirit and the work
that are not the same. The baptism of the Spirit and tfeChrist are so closely related in the Scriptures that it is
filling of the Spirit are different works of the Holy Spirit.hard for us to distinguish between them. Our Lord said
If we do not note the differences involved, we will haveoncerning the Holy Spirit, “He shall glorify me: for he
nothing but confusion. In fact, a great deal of confusighall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All
with regard to the teaching on the Holy Spirit can be trachihgs that the Father hath are mine: therefore said |, that
to this very thing. he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you” (John

Our Lord promised, according to Acts 1:5, “For Johb6:14,15).
truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with In John 7:37-39, our Lord said that if any man thirst,
[or in] the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” By usirfie should come to Him and drink. To the one who would
the words “not many days hence,” our Lord was spedielieve he promised, “Out of his belly shall flow rivers
ing of a particular time when this event would take plaagf, living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit . . . [who]
namely Pentecost. was not yet given.)” Thus by our placing faith in Christ,

The Greek preposition translated “with” in Acts 1:5he work of the Spirit is made possible in our lives, and
can also be translated “in” or “by.” Some persons hatren through us He minister to others.
created confusion by insisting that only one of these isAs a spark ignites the gasoline-air mixture in the cyl-
the correct meaning, whereas it could be any one of thders of an automobile motor to produce power, so the
three. We should be careful, however, to translate tHely Spirit produces the power of Christ’s resurrection
preposition consistently in related passages. in us as human beings. First, however, we have to be

This baptism with the Holy Spirit does not bring thanited to Christ, and this is done as we are baptized into
Spirit to us, but rather puts the believer into a vital unidhe one Body. Then it is possible for the Holy Spirit to
with Christ through the work of the Holy Spirit. He camdo an additional work in making our life in Jesus Christ
into this world from the Father at Pentecost to indwebtal to us and in us. Being baptized into the Body of
the believer. But that was not all He did. He also to@lrist is a sure basis for holy, victorious and powerful
the believers and placed them, or submerged them, iinting, because it puts us into the right relationship with
the Body of Christ. In this way we become one witBhrist. Before these things can become a reality in our
Christ, members of His mystical Body. experience, we must respond in obedience to the Spirit's

A brother in Christ used an illustration some years agealing in our lives. This is where the infilling is in-
that | shall never forget. He reminded us that when comived.
per and zinc, two different metals, are united, they form
another metal known as brass. After brass has been Bayptismal Work Unique
duced, we cannot, by the same scientific process, sepa-
rate the copper and the zinc, for they have become oneAccording to Acts 1:5, the baptism with the Holy Spirit
Through the baptism with the Spirit we become one wittas only a few days away from the time the Lord Jesus,
Christ as members of His Body of which He is the Head.His post-resurrection ministry, said, “Ye shall be bap-

Being baptized by the Spirit into the Body of Chrigized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” At a
does not automatically provide the power we need to likaer time, in vindicating His ministry to the Gentiles,
the Christian life or to serve the Lord. Through the bapeter said to the early church leaders in Jerusalem: “As |
tism we are placed in the relationship with Christ thaegan to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at
makes it possible for us to be empowered by Him.  the beginning. Then remembered | the word of the Lord,

Paul said to the Philippians, “I can do all things throudftow that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye
Christ which strengtheneth me” (4:13). This power shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. Forasmuch then
strength is exercised by us because of the presence oath&od gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who
Spirit within us. But this is due to a work of the Holypelieved on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was |, that | could
Spirit other than His baptismal work. Our Lord said, “Bwvithstand God?” (11:15-17). In this Peter identified Pen-
ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is contezost as the fulfillment of the promise of the baptismal
upon you” (Acts 1:8). The enduement with power amdork of the Holy Spirit.
the baptism of the Spirit are not identical, though one is The Holy Spirit has been active in every dispensation,
dependent on the other. The placing of the believer ifiat His baptismal work is confined to this Church Age
the Body of Christ was necessary before the power torly. Only in this dispensation are believers in Christ
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made members of the Body of Christ. who rejoice? If we do not, it is because we are not acting

Being baptized into the Body of Christ is not confineid the spirit of the Lord Jesus. It is because we do not
to certain believers in this age but is universal to all. Evexyow the Holy Spirit to control our lives.
genuine believer in Christ was baptized by the Holy Spirit There should be perfect unity in the Body because there
into the Body of Christ the moment he believed. In writs only one head, Christ Himself. The Holy Spirit is the
ing to the Corinthians Paul was writing to both carnabiministrator to see that the life is available for every
and spiritual believers and said that all were baptized im@art of the Body. To say it another way, the Holy Spirit
the Body of Christ (I Cor. 12:13). Then in Ephesians 4ehergizes every individual believer who makes up the
he pointed out that there is but one baptism that is on Buly of Christ.
same level and in the same category as one Lord and on€he baptism of the Holy Spirit also has consequences
faith, and that one baptism is for all believers. with regard to the fallen nature within each one of us. In

As we have pointed out before, there is no commaRdmans 6:3 Paul said, “Know ye not, that so many of us
in the Bible for anyone to be baptized in the Holy Spirias were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his
Believers are exhorted to be filled with the Holy Spirdeath?” Then in verse 6, we are told, “Knowing this, that
but not to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. This is someur old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin
thing that takes place the moment each person belieneght be destroyed [made inactive], that henceforth we
and is the basis for the filling of the Spirit. Potentiallghould not serve sin.”
the baptism of the Holy Spirit took place for all believers There are those among God’s people who say they
at Pentecost. Experientially—that is, as far as your exant to die to self. Positionally before God these per-
perience and mine are concerned as believers—the Isams have already died to self, since the Bible tells us that
tism took place the moment we trusted Christ. all believers died together with Jesus Christ. The Holy

Another factor concerning the baptism of the Hol$pirit is given to us, however, to make effective that work
Spirit is that it is not a special experience of emotion bia-us. We were not only planted together in the likeness
cause, like justification, it is a positional work, an objeof Christ’s death, but we were also buried with Him and
tive work, not something that can be seen or felt by usesurrected with Him so that we might walk in newness

Through the baptism of the Holy Spirit each of us bef life.
comes an individual member in the Body of Christ. This This is taught again in Colossians 2:12: “Buried with
is what Paul said to the Corinthians “Know ye not thhtm in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through
your bodies are the members of Christ?” (6:15). Thise faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him
demands unity in the body. | have many members in fingm the dead.”
physical body with perfect unity among them. This is The Holy Spirit, in our hearts, makes effective the pro-
what God intends with regard to all who are individuakss of death to the old self-life, the old “I,” the old na-
members of the Body of Christ. All who are born agaityre. And the Holy Spirit also produces the resurrection
whether they are from Africa or China or Russia or Japlifie of Christ in us.
or the Philippines or Europe or America, it makes no dif- Let it be emphasized again that being baptized by the
ference, they are all one in Christ. Holy Spirit is not an enduement with power. The baptis-

Concerning this matter, Paul wrote: “But now hatimal work of the Spirit places us into a position in Christ
God set the members every one of them in the body, ashifch makes it possible for us to receive power. Being
hath pleased him” (I Cor. 12:18). Then, arguing for thdiaptized, however, by the Spirit does not guarantee that
diversity as well as their unity, the apostle says, “Andpbwer in the life. It does place us in the Body of Christ,
they were all one member, where were the body? Bvuhltich puts us into a position that will enable the power
now are they many members, yet but one body” (\of God to flow through us. Before this last can happen,
19,20). we have to meet certain responsibilities as believers.

A basic purpose of the unity is seen beginning with Paul wrote to the Christians in Corinth and in Galatia,
verse 25: “That there should be no schism in the boayl; of whom were baptized by the Holy Spirit; many of
but that the members should have the same care ondlfem, however, were poor examples of the power of the
another. And whether one member suffer, all the meBpirit of Christ. Many were carnal in their attitudes, and
bers suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all ththers followed false teachings. The filling of the Holy
members rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of Chrispirit, or the control of the Holy Spirit, was necessary
and members in particular” (vv. 25-27). Judging froimefore the new life in Christ showed up in their experi-
the way many believers live, this might seem to be a mésice and walk.
translation. How many of us suffer or rejoice with those
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Ch apter 5 A study of the Scriptures with regard to sanctification
. . L makes the above interpretation untenable. Several dif-
Sanctification by the Splrlt ferent Scripture passages will give an indication of the
variety of related meanings connected with the thought
The subject of sanctification in the Bible is a vergf sanctification.
important one. Words relating to it and derived from the In Exodus 40:10,11 Moses wrote concerning the sanc-
same basic root words in both Old and New Testametifisation of objects: “And thou shalt anoint the altar of
occur almost 1000 times. These are familiar to us untlee burnt-offering, and all his vessels, and sanctify the
such words as “sanctify,” “sanctification,” “holiness,’altar: and it shall be an altar most holy. And thou shalt
“holy,” and even the often misunderstood word “saint.&noint the laver and his foot, and sanctify it.” There was
In its simplest meaning the verb “to sanctify” mean® fallen nature in these inanimate objects; consequently,
“to separate.” As this is developed in the Scripture, W&anctification” could not have “eradication” as its root
learn that it is used to mean separation to God, or settinganing. There is no difficulty, however, when we re-
apart for God. In being set apart for God the believemgember that the verb “to sanctify” means “to separate.”
also separated from sinful things. He is separated frétare God was speaking of the separation of certain ob-
the evil ways and thought patterns and behavior of fleets for His service.
world. So the idea involves not only being separated toln the same Book of Exodus, in Chapter 19, Moses
something but also being separated from something. Thesate: “And let the priests also, which come near to the
two prepositions are very important in this connectionLord, sanctify themselves, lest the Lord break forth upon
Sanctification also speaks of the course of life befthem” (v. 22). This was a call to persons who served the
ting those who are separated to God. In other worllsrd to set themselves apart to God. This does not say
sanctification is that relationship with God into whickhe Holy Spirit was to do it; it was their responsibility.
individuals enter by faith in Christ. This is not a humahhis was a definite choice these men had to make with
accomplishment but a divine work. Sanctification is omespect to the work of God. They were to separate them-
of the great operations of the Holy Spirit in the salvati@elves from all other callings and separate themselves to
of believers. Without this work on our behalf there woultie work of the Tabernacle.
be no manifestation of holy living in our personal con- The Book of Exodus furnishes us with still another
duct. Sanctification, then, is a major aspect of the waskay in which sanctification is used in the Word of God.
of the Holy Spirit on behalf of the Christian. In Exodus 13:2 we learn: “Sanctify unto me all the first-
All believers are sanctified in Christ Jesus. This orn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children
why they are called “saints.” This means they are sandiisrael.” Then in Exodus 19:10 we read: “And the Lord
fied, or holy, ones. Where the word “saint” is used in tisaid unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them
New Testament to describe believers, it does not speakoofiay and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes.
something to which they have attained but to a state intoAccording to Exodus 13:2 the firstborn of Israel were
which God in His grace has called them. However, o be set apart to God. He claimed them as His. It was
addition to this, believers are admonished to sanctify thetime responsibility of their parents and their national lead-
selves so as to live lives consistent with their calling. Théss to see that this aspect of sanctification was carried
is what Paul had reference to when he said in Ephesians Then, according to Exodus 19:10, Moses was com-
4:4: “| therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech yomanded to sanctify the people. This means they were to
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye aree cleansed from all ceremonial and physical defilements
called.” The word “sanctify” is not used in this verse, baind set apart for God so that He could speak to them.
the thought is inescapable. Our daily lives should showlsaiah the prophet made reference to a very shocking

that we are indeed members of God'’s family. practice among some of the Israelites and used the word
“sanctify” in connection with it. He wrote: “They that
Sanctification Not Eradication sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gar-

dens behind one tree in the midst, eating swine’s flesh,
It is unfortunate that some persons have attribute@rad the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed
meaning to sanctification that the Scriptures do not git@gether, saith the Lord” (Isa. 66:17). This is a statement
it. Some have taught that it means sinlessness, or sinfeas some persons sanctified themselves to do evil. In-
perfection. By this they mean that inbred sin, or tiséead of separating themselves from evil to God they were
adamic nature, is eradicated by a special work of the HeBparating themselves from God in order to do sinful
Spirit following salvation. things.
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In the Gospel of John we learn some things concektebrews 12:14: “Follow peace with all men, and holi-
ing the Father and the Son with regard to the subjectneks, without which no man shall see the Lord.” This is
sanctification. We learn first that the Father has san&i admonition not only to follow peace but also to fol-
fied the Son: “Say ye of him, whom the Father hath saaw holiness. This means we are to follow sanctifica-
tified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; bien, for that is the word in the original. This is not the
cause | said, | am the Son of God?” (John 10:36).  receiving of the Holy Spirit but a continuous work of the

At a later time the Lord Jesus, in His high-priestidoly Spirit after He has come into the believer’s life.
prayer, said, “And for their sakes | sanctify myself, that Peter mentioned still another aspect of this truth. He
they also might be sanctified through the truth” (17:19aid in | Peter 3:15: “But sanctify the Lord God in your
Surely no one would dare read into these passageshibarts: and be ready always to give an answer to every
thought that inbred sin was removed from Christ by thean.” The idea of sinless perfection or the removing of
Father or by Himself. He had no fallen nature. He wibred sin would be an absurdity here. It would be equally
sinless, neither is there any thought here of receiving thhegical to read into this that it means the receiving of
Holy Spirit. the Holy Spirit. What Peter said is to give God first place

Consider still another verse on this matter. Inin our hearts.

Corinthians 7:14 Paul said, “For the unbelieving husband The same apostle furnishes us with additional infor-
is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanaration on the subject of sanctification: “Peter, an apostle
tified by the husband: else were your children uncleasf; Jesus Christ, to the . . . elect according to the fore-
but now are they holy.” This rather startling verse telkmowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of
us that there is an aspect of sanctification applied to time Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of
believers because of the presence of a believer in dlesus Christ” (1:1,2). This verse deals very specifically
home. This does not teach at all that these unbeliewsith persons who are sanctified by the Holy Spirit. This
are saved or that they have received the Holy Spirit. Mieans they are set apart by Him to God the Father and
simply means that because one parent in the home setsapart from sin.

received Christ as Saviour, that hone has a measure oA little later in the same chapter Peter said, “But as he
God’s blessing, even though only one member of it isvaich hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner
Christian. of conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; for |

What Paul had to say to the Corinthian believers witm holy” (vv. 15,16). The word “holy” in this verse is
regard to their sanctification is very instructive for ugrom the same word that gives us our word “sanctify.”
He wrote: “Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Chi&st when we put these various verses together from Peter,
through the will of God, . . .to them that are sanctified ime learn that it is the responsibility of believers to live
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in evémgly lives and that this holy living is possible only through
place call upon the name of Jesus Christ or Lord, baltle operation of the Holy Spirit in them. Holiness is a
their's and our’s (I Cor. 1:1,2). The word translated “sancharacteristic of God, and holiness should mark our Chris-
tified” and the word translated “saints” come from thiéan walk.
same root. So we learn from this that these CorinthianOne more passage of Scripture will help round out
believers were sanctified in Christ through faith. Theis phase of our study: “For by one offering he hath per-
were set-apart ones. fected for ever them that are sanctified” (Heb. 10:14). In

In spite of this designation in Chapter 1, Paul saidtinis passage we learn that Jesus Christ, by the sacrifice of
Chapter 3 concerning these same persons, “And |, bretlis own life, has once and for all sanctified the people of
ren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but @sd. He set them apart to God through His death on the
unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. . . . For ye em@ss. Sanctification, then, does not mean sinless perfec-
yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying aiwh, nor does it mean the eradication of our fallen na-
strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as mem®es. It does mean that God has set us apart to Himself
(vv. 1,3). This surely indicates that we must be carefularsd makes this effective in our lives through the opera-
to what meanings we place on the word “sanctificatiortibn of the Holy Spirit.

These Corinthian believers were sanctified, but their fallen

natures were not eradicated. In the purpose of God thigyee Major Distinctions in Sanctification

were set apart for His glory, though it was not a goal be-

ing realized in their daily walk. This was why they were The Bible teaches that we are sanctified by the blood
admonished so vigorously by the Apostle Paul. of Jesus Christ. This is aternal sanctification. The

Still another facet of this truth is brought before us Bible also teaches that we are sanctified by the Holy Spirit,
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which is aninternal sanctification. We also learn thahumber of places in the New Testament. Writing to the
the Holy Spirit sanctifies us through applying the Wor@orinthians Paul said, “And such were some of you: but
to our lives. This has to do with tleaternal results of ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified

sanctification. in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our
God” (I Cor. 6:11). Their lives had been given over to
Eternal Sanctification sin, but that old way of life was reversed through the work

of the Lord Jesus Christ and the operation of the Holy
First of all, then, let us consider eternal sanctificatio8pirit in their daily lives.
We read in Hebrews 13:12: “Wherefore Jesus also, thafTo the Thessalonians Paul wrote: “But we are bound
he might sanctify the people with his own blood, sufe give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of
fered without the gate.” In Hebrews 10:10 we find: “Bthe Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen
the which will we are sanctified through the offering ofou to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” And then in Hbelief of the truth” (Il Thess. 2:13). We also learn from
brews 10:29: “Of how much sorer punishment, suppositus 3:5: “Not by works of righteousness which we have
ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden undieme, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the wash-
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of timg of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.”
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing¥ie Holy Spirit, then, is responsible for applying the work
This was a work of sanctification which our Lord Jeswcomplished by Christ when His blood was shed for us.
Christ accomplished almost 2000 years ago. By giving A part of the Spirit's responsibilities is to convict us
His life He made provision for individuals to be set apasf sin and of righteousness and of judgment. When we
from the guilt of sin. This was a potential work for atiurn to Christ, we are placed in such a relationship to
people but is actual only to those who accept it. Mor@od that the threatening judgment is removed. By this
over, this was a once-for-all work. It was never to lvee are set apart from the guilt and condemnation of sin.
repeated. At the same time the Spirit of God produces righteous-
A good illustration familiar to many of us is in Exoness in us by His dwelling in us. This is internal sanctifi-
dus 12. There we are told of the need of the Israelites&ion.
slay a lamb and sprinkle its blood on the doorposts of
their houses. God had warned that He would come dhdernal Results
slay the firstborn in every home in all the land of Egypt.
Not even the Israelites could escape this judgment with-The third aspect of sanctification has to do with the
out applying the blood. It was the application of the blo@xternal results. The Bible speaks of our being sancti-
that set them apart from the judgment that was to fall fied by the Word of God as well as by the blood of Christ
the land: “For the Lord will pass through to smite thend by the Holy Spirit.
Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel,This makes the believer not of the world, just as Christ
and on the two side posts, the Lord will pass over tisenot of the world. God uses His Word under the power
door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in untmd operation of the Holy Spirit to bring about the changes
your houses to smite you” (v. 23). To emphasize thie wants to see in our conduct. Concerning this our Sav-
matter again, this was sanctification by blood, or beingur prayed in John 17:16-19: “They are not of the world,
set apart through blood. even as | am not of the world. Sanctify them through thy
Another separation took place at the Red Sea, but thigh: thy word is truth. As thou hast sent me into the
time blood was not required. This was separation Wprld, even so have | also sent them into the world. And
power—God’s power in separating Israel from their efor their sakes | sanctify myself, that they also might be

emies. sanctified through the truth.”
This sanctification by the Word of God is a continu-
Internal Sanctification ous process. It goes on from day to day. There can be no

doubt of this in the light of Ephesians 5:26: “That he might
Sanctification is also by the Holy Spirit. This is intersanctify and cleanse it [the Church] with the washing of
nal sanctification. This is due to the application in owater by the word.”
lives by the Holy Spirit of the work that God has already It is obvious that in order to be set apart by the Word
accomplished for us in Christ. This is a daily experienoé God we must learn to know the Word of God. One
following the initial receiving of Christ as personal Sawveason why some people are not separated from the old
iour. This aspect of truth is very clearly set forth in lde of sin as they should be, even though they have made
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a profession of faith in Christ, is not necessarily that thapd.” One has to do with an instantaneous act and the
were not born again but that the Word of God does mther with a progressive series of actions. Before | can
have the place in their life it should have. The Holy Spidraw a line, | must take my pen or pencil and set it down.
indwells them, but because they have not taken timeTinat is the point or beginning—a decision, a crisis. lItis
the Word of God and allowed the Holy Spirit to apply ifrom that point that the line is drawn.
they have not experienced the purification and cleansingThe decision for holiness, then, is the point. The
that follows. wholehearted dedication to God is the committal of the
That passage of Scripture which reads “Be ye. . .paiole being. When | commit myself to God, it is by an
fect even as your Father which is in heaven is perfeetit of faith. That is the point and the crisis. But then
(Matt. 5:48) has often been misunderstood because there comes a conformity to the life and character of Christ
think of the word “perfect” from the standpoint of itsvhich becomes and is a process, a gradual continuous
modern use and not its biblical use. In this passage mhatter as long as this present life lasts.
word “perfect” has to do with being mature, or fully de- This has a very practical application for us. Are we
veloped in a moral sense. We are to be full grown; Juest praying to God, asking Him to enable us to live a life
are not to remain as babes. This growth comes throtigdt pleases Him? Or have we, knowing His will, placed
sanctification by the Word of God. We are to follow peaceirselves completely in His hands for Him to do with us
and holiness, which shows that there is a process in tssHe wishes?
development. There is to be the right type of living by us
if we are to please God. Sanctification as a Crisis
If absolute perfection were required in our daily walk,
none of us would be able to stand before God. However,The psalmist sets before us the crisis aspect of sancti-
in our position before God we are perfect in Christ. THisation in these words: “Commit thy way unto the Lord;
is what gives us our standing before the Heavenly Faist also in him; and he shall bring it to pass” (Ps. 37:5).
ther. Our daily conduct, on the other hand, is somethiAgommittal part, trusting is the crisis. By using this word
that should go on to maturity. It is an experience of cdierisis” we do not mean some great experience but a
tinuing to grow more and more like Christ. This is achoment when we make a decision to conform to this life
complished, as we have seen, through the operatiorandl character of the Lord Jesus Christ since this is the
the Holy Spirit and the application of the Word by Himwill of God for us. This is an act of appropriating faith.
to our daily walk. The carrying out of this committal is a process. It takes
Our permanent separation from the body of sin wilace in our lives continually. It is gradual and continu-
be realized when our Lord returns. This will be the glous, and as far as this present life is concerned, it is end-

rious consummation of our sanctification. less—"from faith to faith (Rom. 1:17).
We learn in Romans 8:28,29: “All things work together
Sanctification—a Crisis or a Process? for the good to them that love God, to them who are the

called according to his purpose. For whom he did fore-

We have already considered that a certain aspeckobw, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the
sanctification is a process, but let us investigate this miatage of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among
ter further. We will seek to answer the question “Is samoany brethren.” The goal of which this process speaks is
tification a crisis or a process?” our conformity to the image of God’s Son. Do we want

To get to the root of this problem we need to definikis process to begin in us? To enter into this process is
the meaning of these two words. Webster defines “dike going through a door. We might call passing through
sis” as “an unstable or crucial time or state of affairs whas@loor a time of crisis or a decision of faith, and on the
outcome will make a decisive difference for better ather side is the path or the process. There has to be a
worse.” This involves a time of decision, a decisiv@arting point before there can be a continuing experience.
moment, a turning point, a juncture in life. Itis a point of There is not only a crisis with regard to a decision in
time made critical or important by a decision that hastime, but there must also be an action of faith with regard
be made. to that decision. Some people may make a decision yet

The word “process,” on the other hand, simply meanever act on it. In reality that is not true decision at all.
“progress, advance” and refers to “gradual changes tiiatough faith we act on what we believe. In the words
lead toward a particular result.” The Word of God make$ Romans 6:11-13, we are to reckon ourselves dead to
it plain that there is a crisis as well as a progression witih but alive to God. Then we are to yield ourselves to
regard to sanctification. It is not “either/or” but “bothGod and walk in the Spirit (see Gal. 5:16).
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Some persons look for a crisis but never for progreisese sins and weights gradually but immediately. Then
Some look for an experience yet never come to a pointaa will be able to run with patience the race that is set
real decision. Some passages of Scripture will helphefore us. This is progression.
with this—passages that point to a moment of time whenAnother verse teaching a definite time of decision is
a decision is made. Romans 12:1: “l beseech you therefore, brethren, by the

For example, Il Corinthians 7:1: “Having thereforenercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sac-
these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse oursehifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reason-
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit.” In the originahble service.” Here the word “present” speaks of some-
language the tense of the word translated “cleanse” intling that is to be done right now. We are to give our
cates a moment of decision. We are to make up our mirmsjies over to Him decisively and immediately. It is not
determine and act on this determination to be cleansenhatter of deciding to give an arm today and a leg to-
from the filthiness of the flesh and the spirit. This israorrow and have God be in control of our ears at some
matter of faith in the sense that we trust God to accolater time. By one decisive act we are to commit our
plish this in our lives; but we must decide that this Bodies entirely to the Lord. The word “holy” in this pas-
what we want to do in conformity to the will of God. sage shows that separation is involved. We are to be sepa-

The closing clause in Il Corinthians 7:1 is “perfectintated entirely to God and apart from sin. But this is a
holiness in the fear of God.” Here the tense in the origiecision reached by an act of the will and entered into
nal of the word translated “perfecting” speaks of a cotiwough faith.
tinuous process. This is something we are to keep onlin Hebrews 13:20,21, the writer says, “Now the God
doing. of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,

Another passage illustrating this truth is Ephesiattsat great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
4:31: “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, aederlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good
clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, wittork to do his will, working in you that which is
all malice.” This verse lists evil habits that have beevellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom
cultivated as a result of our giving in to our evil naturele glory for ever and ever.” In these two verses we again
These things are to be put from us, as far as our debage the crisis and the process. The first crisis has to do
and decision is concerned, in a moment, at a definite paiith God’s responsibility. God is to make us mature or
in time. adjust us so that we follow through on the second aspect,

Each of us has an evil nature. This is something the progressive aspect, and work in us that which is well
herent in all of us. As a result of this, we have formgdkasing in His sight.
evil habits, but we must decide that we do not want to How can this be done? Light is thrown on this by
follow them any longer. It is not a matter of reducingGolossians 1:13: “Who hath delivered us from the power
them little by little or of putting off one evil thing todayof darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of
and another evil thing tomorrow. It is a decision to be fids dear Son.” This is exactly what happened when you
of all of them “once for all,” just as we might shed a coatnd | were born again. When the Spirit of God came in

Familiar to all of us is Hebrews 12:1: “Wherefore seé make His dwelling is us, He immediately transferred
ing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud®from the power of darkness and placed us into the king-
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin whitdm of God’s Son. By this means God put us in such a
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience plosition or place that it was possible for us to do His will.
race that is set before us.” The words “lay aside” spebtke process follows in the words, “Working in you that
of doing something right now. We are not told to prayhich is wellpleasing in his sight” (Heb. 13:21).
about some weight or some sin that may be impeding ourn writing to the Thessalonians, Paul said, “And the
progress but to reach the personal decision to lay it asidey God of peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray God
without any reservations about it. your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blame-

A number of believers write, asking us to pray for thelass unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (I Thess.
that they might be able to quit some habit. They ové&r23). The phrase “sanctify you wholly” is often mis-
look the fact that in many cases the Bible says each ofiged. The Lord is saying here that He does not just want
is to make a decision to quit these things for ourselvesir spirit or our soul or our body, but that He want body;,
Now, this is not the whole picture, because such a dexul and spirit—all of us. He wants not merely one part
sion must be made in the power of the Holy Spirit. H## us but every part of us.
will give us the needed grace to make the process fol-Our responsibility is that of giving ourselves to Him.
lowing the decision a reality. We are not to lay asidis responsibility is to take possession and work in us,
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separating us from sin to holiness and righteousnesglage is given to the fallen nature and more room is given
He desires. Our part is to present ourselves. God'’s par€hrist. This is possible, however, only as we take time
is to take us to Himself and set us apart for His purpdselevelop our devotional life through the Word and prayer
and glory. This is true sanctification. and submission to the Spirit of God.

In | Peter 3:15 we are called on to do the sanctifying: According to the 16th chapter of Exodus, when Moses
“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts.” That simpland Aaron introduced Israel to the manna, they said of it,
means that we are to enthrone Christ as Lord. This is tAnd in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the
to be done a little at a time but is a decision reached ibad” (v. 7). The lesson for us here is that just as Israel
moment of time. He is either Lord of all, or He is ndtad to gather the manna day by day, so we gather the
Lord at all. We know Him as Jesus, which means “Sawanna of God’s Word day by day. In this way we are
iour.” We know Him as Christ, which means “the anointembnstantly refreshed spiritually and inwardly renewed.
One.” But do we know Him as Lord? Is He our Master? The Apostle Paul said in Colossians 1:11, “Strength-

This is not a new person for us to receive but nemed with all might, according to his glorious power, unto
truth regarding this Person so that we will appropriaéél patience and longsuffering with joyfulness.” This
Him as Lord and Master and enthrone Him in our livelseing strengthened with all might is not the result of one
This is something we should do once and for all. It igr@mendous experience but of a continuous experience.
decision we should make now if we have not madeQur spiritual strength is increased as we devote ourselves

previously. more and more to the Lord.
In His conversation with the woman at the well our
Sanctification as a Process Saviour said, “But whosoever drinketh of the water that |

shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that | shall

A very clear scripture setting forth sanctification asgive him shall be in him a well of water springing up into
process is Il Corinthians 3:18: “But we all, with openverlasting life” (John 4:14). The Saviour was saying
face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, atat not only would He give new life to those who wished
changed into the same image from glory to glory, evenifadut this life would be replenished day by day. It was
by the Spirit of the Lord.” This graphically describes the be like a fountain pouring out its refreshing waters
process of sanctification in the power of the Holy Spirivithout interruption.
This is not a program of self-improvement but a divine We know that everlasting life is given to us the mo-
work that conforms us to the image of Christ. It israent we believe; but it is also a king of life which is
process that leads to change after change in our charaotmifested more and more as we walk with the Lord.
to where we become more like Christ with each new stepStill another passage dealing with the process of sanc-
taken. This is spiritual growth and advancement. tification is Il Peter 1:3: “According as his divine power

The beginning of this process can be a wonderful daath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and
perience for any of us. | recall keenly the night whergbdliness.” The word “life” here may refer to the crisis,
made my decision with regard to consecration. It chandedit is dealing with eternal life. Godliness has to do
everything in my life. My whole outlook on life and itswvith process—that which is seen in the daily walk. There
goals were changed. | determined to prepare for fufi-to be a constant daily flow of spiritual power.
time ministry. In this, God was preparing me not only to In the words of Ephesians 6:10 we are to “be strong in
do but also to be. Through this | came to realize whattie Lord, and in the power of His might.” This speaks of
meant for Christ to dwell in me and that the life | livedur being constantly and continually strengthened in the
was lived in the faith of the Son of God. Lord.

| did not recognize this truth at the time of my salva- The Apostle John touches on this subject from another
tion. It was sometime after that when these things lasgle. He says in | John 3:3, “And every man that hath
came apparent to me, and from then on God led me gtép hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”
by step. The hope spoken of here is the coming of the Lord. In

Another Scripture passage which throws light on thiise light of this hope we enter, through the process of
subject is Il Corinthians 4:16: “For which cause we faidiily purification, into the likeness of Christ’s purity. This
not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inwandll be climaxed when Christ comes. Then we shall be
man is renewed day by day.” Though time and age taltenged completely to be like Him.
their toll of our physical bodies, the spiritual man is be- We are cleansed instantaneously from the guilt of sin,
ing renewed by the work of the Spirit of God. We grobut there is the constant action of purifying us from the
in grace as this process continues in us. Less and fasger of sin from that time on. There is defilement by
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sin in our daily lives, and from that we must be dailyirst John 1:9 simply says, “If we confess our sins [agree
purified. with God that we are sinful], he is faithful and just to

This is illustrated for us in the 13th chapter of Johrfergive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
Gospel, where we read how Jesus washed the disciplesighteousness.” So then we, in a sense, rededicate our-
feet. He came to Peter, but Peter did not want the Loragédves to the Lord by an act of the will. Another expres-
wash his feet. Our Saviour answered him: “He thatd®on for this is “to repent.” In Revelation 2:4,5 we read
washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is cléwat the Lord said to the church in Ephesus: “Neverthe-
every whit: and ye are clean, but not all” (v. 10), Whédss | have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left
the Lord was saying was that once we have been regbng-first love. Remember therefore from whence thou art
erated, we have been cleansed once and for all fromftiken, and repent, and do the first works.” He did not
guilt of sin. But daily defilement calls for daily cleanssay that they had to begin all over from the first but that
ing, of which foot washing was an illustration. they were to remember from what they had fallen.

It is very much like a woman who does her spring We must maintain an attitude of consecration. When
housecleaning or redecorates her house. Once such whigkis not maintained, when that “line” is broken that
is done, she does not leave it as though it needed nofias begun at a certain crisis point, then we must return to
ther touch. Perhaps daily, certainly every week, depettak place in the line where the process of development
ing on the condition of things, the housecleaning is kepas broken. We start again where we stopped.
up. This is what the Lord is talking about here with re- We may also speak of the confirming or renewal of
gard to the daily cleansing in the Christian’s life. our attitude of committal to the Lord as a crisis. When

Peter learned this truth well, for he later wrote: “Bwte do this we are saying “amen” to what has already
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord aridken place.

Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for Concerning this, Lamentations 3:21-23 says, “This |
ever” (Il Pet. 3:18). The command is not to griodo recall to my mind, therefore have | hope. It is of the
grace butn grace and in the knowledge of our Lord.ord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his
Again this speaks of something that is progressive. lcismpassions fail not. They are new every morning: great
dealing with spiritual development. is thy faithfulness.” The Lord does not cast us off for-

In Hebrews 10:14 we read: “For by one offering hever when we make a crisis decision and then have failed
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” A mdrecarry through. Though He is grieved by our failure,
accurate translation would be, “For by one offering Istill He has compassion and does not take pleasure when
hath perfected for ever them that are being sanctifietié has to afflict or grieve us. What He desire is that we
His one offering perfects forever—once for all—Hisurn back to Him again.
people. We are sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all, Hebrews 10:10 says. This is Chapter 6
instantaneous sanctification. But there is also the pro- . . L
gressive aspect of sanctification dealt with in Hebrews Filled With the Splrlt
10:14. We are being sanctified, and this leads to matu-
rity and godliness. According to Ephesians 5:18 the Christian should be

Israel passed through the Jordan, which was a crifiked with the Spirit. Here are the exact words: “And be
but it took them five years to conquer Canaan, which wasat drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with
process. We have already seen in Romans 12:1 that welsgeSpirit.” This aspect of the work of the Holy Spirit is
to yield ourselves once for all to God. This is a crisis. Tkeperiential; that is, it has to do with our everyday expe-
second verse of this chapter says, “Be not conformeditnce, our daily walk as Christians. Such aspects of the
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of yohioly Spirit's work as the baptism and sealing are not on
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptaliie, level of our consciousness. They are objective facts.
and perfect, will of God.” Here we are faced with a pr@hey are realities but are outside the realm of our every-
cess of transformation with regard to our character.  day experience. Even regeneration, though it relates to

Is this crisis experience ever to be repeated? | wooldr experience, was the work of a moment. It is true not
say that if it is an act of restoration, yes, it should be. Bagcause we felt different or passed through some great
let me qualify that statement. When we backslide, we eimotional upheaval but because the Word of God tells us
not need to go through the whole matter again. What iveook place the moment we believed.
need to do is to acknowledge that there was a previousThe filling of the Holy Spirit has to do with the activ-
dedication and then confess our failure before the Loiy. of the new-found spiritual life within us. This is not
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the release of new physical energy but spiritual powfdted with the Spirit. The apostles had been imprisoned
that operates within us, with the Holy Spirit as the sourder preaching the gospel, then released. Instead of obey-
The filling of the Spirit is essential for spiritual growthing the threats of the Jewish leaders, God'’s servants prayed
Without this aspect of the Spirit's work we could not gior boldness to keep on preaching the Word. Then they
on to maturity in the Christian life. were filled with the Spirit.

We will be helped in our understanding of this work The baptism by the Spirit, on the other hand, was a
of the Spirit if we carefully define what is meant by bence-for-all act. This is not something that is done again
ing filled. One Greek lexicon gives this definition comand again. It takes place only once.
cerning the word translated “filled” in Ephesians 5:18: On the other hand, Ephesians 5:18 could be translated
“To pervade,. . . to influence fully, possess fully.” For ‘de being filled” meaning that control by the Holy Spirit
believer to be “filled with the Holy Spirit,” then, meanshould be a moment-by-moment matter. Itis not a once-
that the Holy Spirit possesses his mind and heart—fos-all act but a continuing experience.
very being. Light is thrown on this in Galatians 5:16, where the

A good illustration of what the Bible means by beingord “fill” is not used but the admonition is “Walk in the
“filled” is found in Luke 5:26. The Saviour had just heale8pirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” This is
a paralytic, and the people who saw the miracle glorifipgst another way of telling us to allow the Holy Spirit to
God and “were filled with fear.” That means they wemontrol us, and the desires of the flesh nature will be over-
controlled by fear. Fear possessed them, and their attime by the desires of the Spirit of God.
tudes and actions were affected by that fear. So thenThe same truth is given in Romans 8:4: “That the righ-
when the believer is filled with the Spirit, it means tha¢ousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk
the Holy Spirit controls the mind, the heart and the bodypt after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Here again the
of the Christian. thought is our being under the control of the Spirit in-

A contrast concerning controlling power is given igtead of being controlled by the flesh. The passage goes
the scripture with which we began this chapter: “Be noh to say: “For they that are after the flesh [under the
drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with theontrol of the flesh] do mind the things of the flesh [their
Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). The first part is a warning not to beminds are occupied with the things of the self-life]; but
controlled by wine. The control that alcoholic beveragé®ey that are after the Spirit [controlled by the Spirit] the
have over individuals is a problem of national proportighings of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death;
today. The result of such control is never good. That to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because
person controlled by alcohol is under a power greater thha carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not sub-
his own. ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then

It is equally true that when the Christian is controlletiey that are in the flesh cannot please God” (vv. 5-8).
by the Holy Spirit, he is controlled by a power greater The person who has the Spirit of God dwelling in him
than his own. ltis just such power that is needed to bréskot in the flesh but in the Spirit. On the other hand, if
the hold on our lives of the flesh, which is the self-lifea person does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not
When the self-life is in control, we have carnality; whepelong to Christ. The Spirit of God indwells the believer
the Holy Spirit is in control we have spirituality. A Christo give him life and then to control his daily walk.
tian is either carnal or spiritual, depending on who or what We should not think of the Holy Spirit's filling in the

controls him. sense that we would think of water filling a bottle. The
Christian is not a receptacle to be emptied in order to be
A Continuous Action filled. Neither is the Holy Spirit a substance that fills a

receptacle. |take my car to afilling station and say to the

The expression “be filled with the Spirit” is a comattendant, “Fill it up.” But that is not the way | can speak
mand that might be translated “keep on being filled withith the Lord concerning my life. | cannot say to Him,
the Holy Spirit.” Continuous action is involved in thélLord, fill it up,” as though | had used up the Holy Spirit
force of these words. It denotes an experience that ougtd needed more of Him.
to be intermittent but continuous.

It is clear from the New Testament that being fillediotal Control
with the Spirit was a repeated experience on the part of
believers. According to Acts 2:4, when the Holy Spirit No, the Holy Spirit is a Person, a holy Person who
came at Pentecost, the believers were filled with the Spiridwells us in order to control us. To be totally filled by
Then in Acts 4:31 we learn how the believers were agdire Spirit means to be totally controlled by Him.
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We may have a temporary guest in our home, aoflour tears or praying or agonizing. We are acted upon
though we would hope he would feel at home, we woudg the Holy Spirit when we submit to Him.
not expect him to rearrange the furniture any way he pre-This filling of the Spirit is a repeated experience. This
ferred in the room we give him. On the other hand, if via blessing, for if it were limited to a once-only experi-
had a permanent boarder, the case would be differamice, sin being what it is, we would be in despair. It is
He could move the furniture in his room to where it besasy for us to lapse into submission to the self-life. We
suited him. need to confess this and again renew our surrender to the

However, in talking about total control, we can thingpirit of God.
of our lives as being made up of many rooms and turning
over every room in the house to the Holy Spirit. ThereVWghy Be Under the Spirit's Control?
the financial room and the pleasure room and all of the
other rooms that make up life. All of these should be Why does God want to exercise His control over our
turned over to the direction and leadership of the Spliites? In the first place, Christ needs to live again on
of God. The Holy Spirit does not take control of owrarth through us. That is the only way He can do His
lives automatically the moment we believe. Itis true thabrk in the world at present. This is possible only when
He regenerates us and baptizes us into the Body of Chwistare under the complete control of the Holy Spirit. He
and seals us. But if He is to control our daily experienderms Christ in us and lives out Christ’s life through us.
it is done only with our permission and having the right This great fact is seen in what we call the “body truths”
attitude toward His direction. Though we receive Christ the New Testament. Christ is the head of the mystical
as personal Saviour, the Holy Spirit does not control Bedy, of which believers are members. They are bap-
until we recognize that He is a member of the Godhetided into it by the Holy Spirit. The life we exercise as
indwelling us for the purpose of directing our lives. Whanembers of this Body is the life of Christ; therefore, it is
we show complete confidence in His control and tunecessary that the Spirit of God control us so that this life
over everything to Him by an act of the will, then we ai@n be expressed through us.
filled, or controlled, by Him. We also need to be filled, or controlled, for our

At times we are surprised to learn that though we kbestimony’s sake. We can speak words, but they do not
lieved we had turned everything over to the direction db the work that God intends them to do unless the Spirit
the Holy Spirit, there are still areas in our lives from whiabf God uses them. The same is true of our prayer life.
He has been shut out. These He brings to our attentMMe. can go through the motions of prayer, but unless the
Each time this is done it calls for a fresh relinquishing 8pirit of God is energizing us and directing us, our prayers
our control and the reestablishing of His control in thaae empty. The Word of God instructs us to pray “in the
aspect of our lives as well. Spirit,” and so His control is needed for that also.

To be under the control of the Spirit of God does not Another factor to consider is that God has a purpose
mean a spasmodic filling—for example, for a preachfenr every believer. This can be realized only as we see
when he has to bring a message or a Sunday school teaghat place God has for us and allow Him to enable us to
who has to teach a class. This is not filling for sonmeeet the requirements that purpose calls for. The Holy
particular great event but a moment-by-moment cont@pirit is responsible for directing the total work of God
by the Spirit of God. There is not victory possible in oan the earth. Whether it is in the homeland or on the
lives unless the Spirit of God is given first place in owission field, regardless of what country is involved, the
hearts. Holy Spirit coordinates all of the ministry. So the Spirit's

An additional fact concerning Ephesians 5:18 is thittal control, the work that He wants done in the evange-
it is addressed not to a chosen few, such as Christian wéiding of the world would be done in this generation.
ers, but to all believers. It makes no difference what po-As we have noted before, the new birth is a super-
sition we may fill in secular life or in Christian leadernatural work performed by the Holy Spirit within us, but
ship, we are to be controlled by the Spirit at all timethe new birth marks only the beginning of the Christian
The work we do is to be under His direction. life. We were born into the family as babes in order that

Still another truth to observe is that the verb is in thee might grow to maturity. For this the control of the
passive voice, which means that the subject of the verBsrit of God is needed. This is the goal of God in our
being acted upon. We are the subject of the verb in tles, according to | Thessalonians 5:23: “And the very
case. We do not control the Holy Spirit, but He contraBod of peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray God that
us. This is not the work of man but the work of Gogbur whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blame-
upon man. Being controlled by the Spirit is not the resldss unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” God has
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set us apart to Himself so that this goal of righteousn&¥ait for What?
might be realized in us.

The spirit, soul and body are all spoken of here. TheNow consider Acts 2, beginning with verse 1: “And
soul is the seat of the mind, and none of us would sureligen the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all
dispute that our minds need to be under the direct contrith one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a
of the Spirit of God. What do we think about? What dmund from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it
we think about when we are not in church or reading dilled all the house where they were sitting. And there
Bible? What do we think about when we see a rackagpeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it
modern magazines? lItis necessary that the Spirit of Gadl upon each of them. And they were all filled with the
control our thought life or our thoughts will veer in théloly Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as
wrong direction. We are told, “Let this mind be in youhe Spirit gave them utterance” (vv. 1-4). In the passage
which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). in Acts 1 we saw that the disciples were instructed to

The soul is also the seat of the emotions. These, twajt for the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Here we are told
need to be God directed. What stirs them up, and whwat when the Holy Spirit came, they were filled, or con-
methods do we employ to bring tranquility? trolled, by Him. Does this latter passage lay down the

Then there is our conscience. Itis popular to speakpoinciple that believers must wait and pray before they
the conscience as being a guide, but where does it guide be filled with the Spirit?
us? We need the Spirit of God to direct the conscience;The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was preor-
otherwise we can be led astray. For a guide to the cdained, just as was the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ
science the Lord uses the Word. Through the Word théo the world. When the time was fully come, our Lord
Spirit of God instructs us. was born. And so it was with regard to the coming of the

The soul is also the seat of the will. Decisions mudbly Spirit. According to the typology of the Old Testa-
be made constantly. But what decisions we make wilent, He was to come on the Day of Pentecost, which
depend on who is in control of our lives. was 50 days after the Passover. The specific Pentecost at

Then there is our body to be considered. We hawhich the Holy Spirit would come was predicted by our
five senses, and all of these senses need to be directéaid Himself. After having been with His disciples 40
the proper channels. The Spirit of God needs to be days following His resurrection, He left them with the
“Divine Censor.” What do we see? What do we look atjunction to wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit came.
We need the Spirit of God to help us see the right thinfisey waited for ten days, and the Spirit came. The ques-
and listen for the right things. Some people become druign still persists: Did they wait for the baptism of the
with wine because they have acquired a perverted tabtely Spirit or for the filling of the Holy Spirit?

The Spirit of God must control us in this direction also. In Chapter 4 we learned that the Greek word trans-
To be controlled by wine instead of by the Spirit spellated “baptize” means “to submerge” or “to overwhelm.”

sin and trouble. Remember that as long as we are urltleteans introducing or placing a person or thing into a
the control of the Spirit, we do not fulfill the desires afiew environment or into union with something else so as

the flesh. to alter its condition or its relationship to its previous
environment or condition. Through His baptismal work
Conditions for the Filling of the Holy Spirit the Holy Spirit placed the Christians into the Body of

Jesus Christ. This was what they were to wait for. This
Do the Scriptures teach that we must wait on the Lorgs foundational to the other works the Holy Spirit was
in order to be filled with the Spirit? In other words, i® perform. We must carefully distinguish between the
waiting one of the conditions required for the filling? baptism and the filling or we will be confused in our think-
Consider first of all what is said of our Saviour in Actiig and our teaching.
1:4,5: “And, being assembled together with them, com- The instruction the Saviour gave the disciples was to
manded them that they should not depart from Jerugesit for the baptism of the Holy Spirit. It is through that
lem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saibfaptism that the believer is brought into vital union with
he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized witrist. It is not a work necessary for power but for plac-
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost nioig the believer into the Body of Christ so that there can
many days hence.” This was a direct command by due power. It is true that as far as a time in history is
Saviour to the disciples to wait. They were to wait itoncerned, the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost to take up
order to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. His eternal residence in believers of this age. This was
the beginning of His forming of the Body of Christ. This

23



is foundational to all the other works of the Spirit withi®pirit], and your members as instruments of righteous-
us that will be considered later. ness unto God.”

There is not one single command, nor is there oneln the same chapter and verse 16 the apostle wrote:
single example in the whole New Testament, where BBEnow ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants
lievers are told to wait for the filling of the Holy Spirit. Itto obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of
was while they were in the upper room that the Holy Spisiin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” We
came upon the disciples. Through prayer and obedienugst obey God and yield to the Holy Spirit so that we
to the Saviour’'s command they were prepared for the Hatyght be filled by Him, thereby allowing Him, through
Spirit's coming. His coming itself was preordained a¢dis absolute control of our lives, to produce righteous
cording to God’s sovereign purpose. This was a speits in us.
fied time—the Day of Pentecost; it was a specified The basic work for this had already been done, ac-
place—the city of Jerusalem; and it was for a specifiording to verse 22: “But now being made free from [the
purpose—the baptism in the Spirit. power of] sin, and become servants to God, ye have your

We must not overlook the fact, however, that not onfguit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.” The
were the believers baptized into the Body of Christ gmoundwork has been laid for us to produce a holy life,
the Day of Pentecost, they were also filled with the Hohut what is needed is our submission to, and cooperation
Spirit at that time. They were told to wait for the bapvith, the Holy Spirit.
tism, but God gave them the filling in addition. Too many
of us who have known what it is to trust in Jesus Chrightirsting and Trusting
as our personal Saviour have been satisfied with merely
having the guilt of sin removed. We have acted as thoughTogether with yielding there must be a desire to be
being born of the Spirit was the end of God’s work in diled and then the act of obedience whereby we appro-
and for us. We have seen that this is not the case. phate the filling. Our Lord said, “If any man thirst, let
moment we were born again we were also baptized ihim come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me,
the Body of Christ. This does not mean that we weme the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow riv-
automatically filled or controlled by the Holy Spirit ars of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which
far as His leading and directing us in the Christian lifetisey that believe on him should receive: for the Holy
concerned. This is why it is very important that we coGhost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet
sider the matter of the Holy Spirit’s filling. This musglorified)” (John 7:37-39).
also be noted: Though God nowhere tells believers toHere, then, are two prerequisites for the filling of the
tarry or to pray for the filling, this does not mean that théoly Spirit. First there is thirst—a thirst for the Spirit of

filling is given without any kind of condition. God to take control of us. Then we are to trust the Lord
Jesus for the Spirit's control. “If any man thirst, let him
Obedience come unto me, and drink” (v. 37). Thirst suggests desire,

and drinking suggests obedience and trust.

There are conditions, and the basic condition is obe-In this desire to be filled with the Holy Spirit must be
dience. We would not say that prayer is not involvedimcluded our wanting God to judge and put away sin in
this, but “tarrying prayer,” waiting in prayer for the fill-our lives. We must have the desire to be separated to the
ing, is not the primary prerequisite. Obedience is therd and from the world’s ties and systems of evil. We
prerequisite. must want to see effective in our lives the fact that we are

A familiar passage to us is Romans 12:1, where wead to sin and alive to God. This is true positionally,
are told to present our bodies “a living sacrifice, holgut it can be made true in our walk on the earth only as
acceptable unto God.” In obedience to this we arewe yield to the Holy Spirit's control.
present or yield ourselves to God. God wants our bodiedt also means that there must be a desire for the fruit
so that He can control us through the power of the Half/the Spirit in our lives. Do we want love, joy, peace
Spirit. and the other evidences of the Spirit’s life in us? Do we

The Holy Spirit indwells us the moment we trust ifong to enthrone Christ as Lord?

Christ, but he controls us only as we surrender to Him. When this desire moves us to trust, then we drink or
This is why Paul wrote such a verse as Romans 6:f&ste. In the words of our Saviour, out of our innermost
“Neither yield ye your members as instruments of ubeings “shall flow rivers of living water” (v. 38). We not
righteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto Godgasy trust Christ to save us from sin, but we trust Him to
those that are alive from the dead [made alive by tlileus with the Spirit. This particular phase of believing
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or trusting in Christ is a continuous trusting, a contindedicated their lives to be missionaries or to some par-
ous committing of ourselves to the Lord in order to lieular phase of Christian service, but that is not the pri-
controlled by the Holy Spirit. This is a momentary, hourlpary emphasis here. What is being considered is the
and daily matter. presenting or yielding of our entire being to the Lord’s

When we sin, it means that the self-life has taken carontrol. If He wants to assign us to some specific aspect
trol. We must confess that sin and be cleansed andafeChristian work, that is all very well, but that will fol-
stored to fellowship. The Lord is faithful if we confeskw after we have yielded ourselves to His control.
our sins and is just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse ug he question Paul is raising has to do with who will
from all unrighteousness (I John 1:9). The Lord not oniyn our lives. Will it be Christ through the Holy Spirit, or
forgives us but cleanses us, thus making room for th@l it be the self-life? Who is going to be in charge?
Holy Spirit to again take complete possession of our livésod is not asking us to drop off sin a little at a time but to

Whereas the new birth and being baptized by the H&lyn over our entire life to Him.
Spirit into the Body of Christ are once-for-all acts, being The next expression to note is “Be not conformed.”
filled with the Holy Spirit is something we must deal witd his has to do with separation and flows from the pre-
constantly. There must be a constant desire for His céanting or the yielding of the body to Christ. We belong
trol, a continuous yielding to the Holy Spirit, all of whicio the Lord; we have been purchased by Him. We are
involves the forsaking of sin and the seeking of righteougdwelt by the Holy Spirit. Nothing could be more won-
ness. This speaks of a continuous daily devotional hatgtful than being His temple.
of life. The third expression is “be ye transformed.” This

| believe that it is possible for a deeper understanditignsformation is also an act, a continuous one, flowing
of this control to exist as we gain deeper insights into tfiem our having yielded. This is a transformation that
knowledge of Christ. This is undoubtedly what Pagenters in the mind. This kind of mind in us causes us to
meant when he said, “That | may know him [Christ], arf@llow with obedience the direction of the Holy Spirit.
the power of his resurrection” (Phil. 3:10). This knowthis is the force of Romans 8:5: “They that are after the
ing is a continuous process. Paul laid no claims to héi¢sh [controlled by the flesh nature] do mind the things
ing reached complete attainment in this, but he set ffehe flesh; but they that are after the Spirit [controlled
control of the Holy Spirit in his life as his goal. If a maRY the Spirit of God] the things of the Spirit.”
like Paul had to admit that he was not absolutely under This gives proper direction to the life. On the one
the control of the Spirit at all imes, how much more wnd we are not to be conformed to the world; on the
need to give ourselves constantly to the Lord for His fifther hand, we are to be transformed by the renewing of

ing, or control! our minds. Through this we prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God. The word “prove” in
A Crisis and a Process in the Spirit's Control this case means “discern” or “test” or “know.” So there

is even progress in knowing the will of God. This speaks

It is necessary for us to look once again at Roma#sgrowth. This, however, begins with the presenting of
12:1,2. The crisis and the process with regard to the fillrselves, or yielding of ourselves, to the Lord and then
ing of the Holy Spirit are brought before us in these t/#@ntinues as a process from day to day. There is the once-
verses: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the migy-all act,_ then the separatlon and the_ tran_sformatlon and
cies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sadfi€ knowing of the will of God—all in this sequence.
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasofithout the filling oflthe Holy Spirit, o_f course, this goal
able service. And be not conformed to this world: but Bguld never be realized. We need divine power to reach
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that JBIS divine goal.
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
fect, will of God.”

The firstword to consider is the word “present.” ThiS The word not only tells us of a crisis and a process
verb in the original signifies an act that is to be done ongh regard to the filling of the Holy Spirit, but it also
and for all. We are to present our bodies—which involvggows us what things interfere with the filling of the Holy
the entire life, every phase of our being—for all time tyrit. In dealing with these matters we are not contra-
the Lord. o ~dicting the fact that the Holy Spirit indwells the believer

This is not a call to a dedication to do some particulgfever. In touching on these negative things we are show-

ministry but a dedication of the entire person to the cQAg what comes between us and the Holy Spirit's con-
trol of the Holy Spirit. Some Christians speak of havingo|ling us.

RSindrances to the Filling
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We read in Ephesians 4:30: “And grieve not the holy When we do sin, according to the 12th chapter of He-
Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of leews, there will be chastening. The purpose of chasten-
demption.” Through the Spirit we are sealed unto thg is for our profit—that we might be partakers of God'’s
day of redemption, yet we are warned not to grieve Hilmliness. Chastening does not always mean judgment or
This is a most solemn admonition. The same portionmfnishment for sin; rather, it is a disciplinary action on
Scripture goes on to show that we grieve Him when v@&®»d’s part which He employs to break the hold of the
sin. Sin does not break off the Spirit's indwelling us, batlamic nature on our lives.
it does affect our relationship as far as His fellowship The Lord allows certain things to happen in our lives
and control is concerned. Though we do not lose tineorder to train us to avoid evil and to seek the good. He
presence of the Holy Spirit, we do lose His direction ohastens us in order to free us from the wrong direction
our lives. we may be following.

Some of the sins that grieve Him are bitterness, wrath,Before there can be cleansing, there must be confes-
anger, clamor and evil speaking, which is another exprs®n of the sin. This is the teaching of | John 1:9: “If we
sion for gossip. Malice is also added to the list. confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our

On the positive side, we are to be kind one to anoth&ns, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” We are
tenderhearted, forgiving one another (Eph. 4:32). tmagree with Him that there is a certain sin in our life,
Ephesians 5:4 we are admonished: “Neither filthiness)d we are to condemn it as He had condemned it. There
nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenientill be no victory over that sin if we seek to avoid the
but rather giving of thanks.” In place of these evil thing®nvicting work of the Holy Spirit with regard to it. So
we are to give thanks. let us agree with Him when He convicts us of wrong, and

Another obstacle to the filling of the Holy Spirit isHe will forgive us and cleanse us.
our quenching of the Spirit. This word speaks of disobe-
dience to His direction. When He moves within our soWhat Is a Spirit-Filled Person Like?
to do something and we do not obey, we quench Him.

This is a sin of omission rather than a sin of commission. First of all, a Spirit-filled person is dependent on the
Itis just as wrong, however, to not do something the Hdtioly Spirit for the continuous manifestation of his spiri-
Spirit wants us to do as it is to do something He has talgl life. Paul wrote in Galatians 5:16: “This | say then,
us not to do. He takes control of our lives in order théfalk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the
He might produce a life measured by the standardsflebh.” This describes the Christian life as a walk in a
God'’s holiness. For this reason, then, we must give ocertain environment and toward a certain goal. In walk-
selves entirely to Him and not grieve Him or quench Hirimg physically we must take successive steps. As we walk,

When sin is found in the life, we must employ Godisne foot supports the body while the other foot moves
methods of dealing with it. According to Romans 6 aridrward. Translate this into the spiritual life and we find
many other portions, it is not God’s will that we shoulidis lived one step at a time, each step being taken in faith
sin. The Lord has not only provided forgiveness from God.
sin’s guilt but also deliverance from its power. He tells To walk in the Spirit means we place confidence in
us that we are dead to sin; therefore we should no lontdrer Holy Spirit to uphold us as we step forward with
live in sin. Only the Holy Spirit, of course, can make thishrist. We are confident in this kind of walk that the
true in our experience. Spirit will empower us to live so as not to be ruled by the

In Romans 6 Paul gave the doctrinal aspects of tHish but rather by the Spirit Himself.
way of victory and said in verse 6 that we know the “old We need to depend constantly on the Spirit to help us
man is crucified” with Christ. My whole self has beehecause of the high standards required in the Christian
crucified with the Lord Jesus Christ, but | must depetlite. These are all gathered together for us in one brief
on the Holy Spirit to make this a reality in my experiverse in which the writer to the Hebrews says, “That we
ence. might be partakers of his [God's] holiness” (12:10). This

We are to reckon on this, and the word “reckon” measimndard of holiness calls for a higher quality of life than
“to accept something as certain.” It is not enough to saman would demand or even think of.
to God that we know this truth; we must count it true in This standard of holiness covers every aspect of life.
our daily walk. We need to constantly rest in the powEor example, the Lord Jesus said, “A new commandment
of the Spirit to overcome the sin nature in the life. Onhgive unto you, That ye love one another; as | have loved
the Spirit can make effective the fact that the believer hami, that ye also love one another” (John 13:34). Can we
died with Christ. meet this standard by ourselves? Is it possible for us to
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love other persons as Christ has loved us? This is, luhis life. This certain time coincided with the burden

manly speaking impossible. How can we love those wti®e Lord had laid on my heart.

may revile us or say evil things about us behind our backs?

How can we naturally love persons who are hateful Tihankful

their attitude toward us and treat us with contempt? Yet

this is what is expected of us. Another admonition is found in | Thessalonians 5:18
Not only is it expected, but it is commanded of uand is impossible for us to fulfill without the help of the

Such a standard can be met only as we recognize thelfady Spirit. It says, “In every thing give thanks.”

that we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit dwells This means to give thanks even in the most difficult

in us. Romans 5:5 says, “Because the love of Godsitiations in life. Suppose, for example, we suffer a car

shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost whichascident and our automobile is badly damaged; could we

given unto us.” Such love is possible in us when we ayiwe thanks? On top of that, suppose the other fellow

under the control of the Holy Spirit. When He fills usyas responsible and was unable to meet his obligation;

He is able to produce this kind of life in us. This is theould we still be thankful?

only way we can possibly fulfill the command to love Some time ago a young lad ran his car into the back of

unloving neighbors, not only as ourselves but as Jesuise. He did not have a penny of insurance. The dam-

has loved us. age was not small. At first | thought this was going to be
bad, but then | remembered that the Lord’s hand was on
The Thought Life my life, so | prayed for His wisdom to know why He let

this happen. He immediately spoke to my heart that this
We must depend on the Spirit's power to control ouwras to be used as a spiritual contact with regard to this
thought life. Here is what the Scriptures have to say young man’s salvation. The accident gave me the oppor-
that point: “The weapons of our warfare are not carnalnity of presenting Christ to him and to the others who
but mighty through God [the work of the Holy Spirit irwere in the car with him. The Lord even took care of the
us], . . . bringing into captivity every thought to the obeost of the accident, for though the young man was with-
dience of Christ” (Il Cor. 10:4,5). Only the Spirit of Goaut money then, he paid the bill a little at a time as he
can make this possible in our lives, and He does this onlgs able.
when we are under His complete control.
When an evil thought comes, what are we to do? W& hreefold Enemy
should turn it over to the Spirit and ask Him to take charge.
| have personally tried this for years. lItis the only method We are dependent on the Holy Spirit's help because
that works for me. | cannot help it when a thought come$,the power of our Enemy. We face a three-fold en-
whether it is good or bad, because the Devil is arouechy—the world, the flesh and the Deuvil.
shooting his darts at us. We do not, however, have toConsider the flesh nature, for example. According to
harbor these thoughts. So the moment a wrong thouBbimans 7:18, there is no good thing in our fallen na-
comes, | ask the Holy Spirit to take over and deliver ntares. Paul found himself with a real conflict on his hands.
for that is His responsibility. When | give Him controlHe was a believer, but the things he wanted to do to please
He gives me the victory. | have experienced this tha@ed he found he did not do, and the things that displeased
sands of times. God he found himself doing. He discovered the way of
Consider the subject of prayer. In| Thessalonians 5Mig¢tory was through the Lord Jesus Christ and the pres-
we are told to pray without ceasing. Can we possibly dnce and control of the indwelling Spirit.
that? There is only one way it can be done, and that isSatan is another enemy over whom we have no power
through letting the Holy Spirit control us. As He dwells ourselves. Peter, however, told how this archenemy of
in us and we continue to give Him control so that no surs can be overcome: “Humble yourselves therefore
hinders His working in our hearts, He reminds us of theder the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in
things He wants us to pray about. due time: casting all your care upon him; for he careth
In my own experience | have found that when | afor you. Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
wakeful at might and a certain person comes to mindhé devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom
ask the direction of the Holy Spirit in praying for thahe may devour: whom resist stedfast in the faith” (I Pet.
person. | may not know any specific need that perse%-9). The way of victory is through faith in the Holy
has, but | have received letters in which the person I8gsrit, who lives within us.
told me how God at a certain time did something special The third enemy is the world, concerning which James
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says, “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not #iatof indecision. According to James 4 the Holy Spirit
the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosgrearns over us with a jealous love, for He wants God's
ever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enenwill done in our lives.
of God” (James 4:4). The real victory over the world In Galatians Paul said that the Spirit desires against
was provided through Christ’s sacrifice for us on Cahe flesh and the flesh against the Spirit (5:17). This mat-
vary. By it the world was crucified to us and we to thter can be settled in each of our lives only as we choose
world (Gal. 6:14). This is made applicable to us througbhich direction we will go. Though the fallen nature
the work of the Holy Spirit within. The victory that overwithin us constantly wants us to sin, there is provision
comes the world is our faith (I John 5:4). So once mdteough the indwelling spirit for complete victory over
we see why the control of the Holy Spirit over us inthose evil desires. The choice lies with us. This is why
complete way is absolutely essential for our victory. the apostle said in verse 16: “Walk in the Spirit, and ye
It is necessary, then, for us to cooperate with the Hallyall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.”
Spirit in this matter of His control of us. He is a Person, It is our yieldedness to the Spirit and dependence on
and He indwells us for the purpose of controlling us. Itliéim that results in His defeating the evil nature. More
not believers using the power of God for victory in sethan this, the Spirit of God also produces in the life of the
vice but rather God the Holy Spirit, by His power, usingeliever what is pleasing to God.

believers. Many of us have power steering or power brakes on
our cars. These do not work automatically; they must be
Cooperating With God activated either by a movement of the hand on the steer-

ing wheel or of the foot on the brake pedal. In neither
We need to get this matter clear and straight in atase is a great deal of strength needed on the part of the
minds. The Christian life is not merely letting go andriver because of the power of these mechanical units in
letting God, as some have said. It is more than that. tfie automobile.
many persons, to let go and let God is simply to say, “Lord, The analogy with regard to the work of the Spirit of
you go ahead, and | will just forget about it.” We have@od within us is clear. It is good to know that we are
responsibility to meet. We must take hold with God. dtucified with Christ and that we live, yet not us but Christ
is not mere submission to the will of God but coopertives in us. It is glorious to know that the life which we
tion with it. now live in the flesh we live by the faith of the Son of
Take this example in the physical realm. Eating afbd (Gal. 2:20). However, for this to be effective, we
drinking are not sufficient to make a person strong. Theyust trust Him. We must turn our lives over to Him
are important but not enough. Exercise is also necessamyment by moment. We make the choice, and He does
So we in the spiritual realm must gladly choose, of otlre work.
own free will, not only to know but to also do the will of
God. Joshua said at one time in his life: “Choose ydaintaining the Filling of the Spirit
this day whom ye will serve” (Josh. 24:15). There is a
choice that always has to be made when testing comesiNot only do we have the command in the fifth chapter
The Holy Spirit is with us, but we must choose whichf Ephesians to be filled with the Spirit (v. 18), but the
way we are going. Joshua’s choice was: “As for me anelxt two verses also show how we are to maintain this
my house, we will serve the Lord” (v. 15). fullness or control of the Spirit. The words are “Speak-
When temptation comes, we must say no to the tenmpg to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
tation and yes to the Lord. We are admonished in Rarging and making melody in your heart to the Lord;
mans 6 not to let sin reign in our bodies (v. 12). How cgiving thanks always for all things unto God and the Fa-
we do this except by turning ourselves over to the Hdlyer in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (vv. 19,20).
Spirit? We must cooperate with Him by choosing. As additional help in this area, notice the words of
It is a good thing to desire to be loving, but a definifesalm 1:1-3: “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the
effort to be loving is even better. None of this will workounsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sin-
for us, however, unless God also works. The Scripturers, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his de-
tells us that He works in us both to will and to do of Hight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he
good pleasure. He creates the desire and also perfamaslitate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted
the work. But between the forming of the desire and thg the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his
doing of the work we must choose for the work to be dorseason; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he
One of the greatest sins among Christians today is tteeeth shall prosper.”
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These two portions of Scripture suggest the devotiohalrd Jesus identifies Himself with the Word and com-
life that the Christian must maintain if the Spirit of Gochunicates Himself through that Word. We must take the
is to sustain control. Included is joyous thanksgivingyritten Word into our lives and hearts and meditate on it,
prayer and meditation in the Word. It calls for separatiand the Holy Spirit will use it to produce the life of Christ
from ungodly companions and their wicked counseh us.

Spiritual prosperity will result as we delight ourselves in So then, to sustain the filling of the Holy Spirit we
the Word and meditate on it. We will be like trees planteaust abide in Christ. The Lord Jesus said, “Abide in me,
near running water that bring forth their fruit in seasoand | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
The spiritual truth is that when the Holy Spirit controlexcept it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye
our lives, He produces the fruit of the Spirit, which spelibide in me” (John 15:4). We abide in Him by the Word,
prosperity for us in the life that pleases God. not by merely reading it but by meditating on it and mak-

God has made abundant provision for us through Chiig it part of ourselves in our thinking and praying. Just
so that we can live this life in the Spirit. Paul wrote tas we take food and assimilate it for physical strength, so
the Ephesians: “Blessed be the God and Father of werare to partake of the written Word in faith and under
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritubg direction of the Holy Spirit so that we might be spiri-
blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (1:3). tually strong.

Peter stated the same truth in the following words, When we are in communion with our Lord on this
“According as his divine power hath given unto us dblasis, we will realize the promise in the words: “Ye shall
things that pertain unto life and godliness” (Il Pet. 1:3sk what ye will, and it shall be done unto you” (v. 7).
This is a most remarkable provision, but if we would bebinless we maintain a daily fellowship with the Lord, we
efit by it, we must dig into the Word of God regularly andgiill fail and fall along the way.
meditate on it daily. In this way God will reveal to us sin The people of Israel were told to gather manna every
in our lives, and this then can be confessed and our hedatg It is the same for us in the spiritual realm. There
cleansed. At the time, He will produce righteousnessritust be a daily reading of the Word and submission to
our lives because of our allowing the Holy Spirit absevhat it teaches us. Through the Word the Holy Spirit
lute control. convicts us of sin and of righteousness. We will come to

The very presence of the Spirit is for the completi@ee things in our lives we did not realize were there, and
of God’s work in us. This is what Ephesians 1:13 telBod will not only show us what these things are but will
us: “In whom also after that ye believed, ye were seal@do give us the grace and the power to overcome them.
with that holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest dfet us not neglect this.
our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased pos-
session, unto the praise of his glory.” God guaranteefiesults of Being Filled With the Spirit
finish what He has begun in our lives. This is clear also
from Philippians 1:6: “baing confident of this very thing, A Spirit-controlled person will first of all realize and
that he which hath begun a good work in you will peenjoy all the various ministries of the Spirit. The first of
form it until the day of Jesus Christ.” these is a regenerated life. Because of this new life we

God has done His part; now He wants us to cooperate no longer the persons we once were but are made
with Him, which is simply our turning over of our livesnew in Christ Jesus. This is a wonderful truth. Do we
completely to the direction of the Holy Spirit. This coenjoy it? We will enjoy it if the Holy Spirit is controlling
operation also includes our going to the Word to be buik according to God's pattern.
up through daily regular fellowship with the Lord through Another glorious result is that Christ indwells us. We
His Word. are also in Him. Paul was certainly rejoicing when he

Further light is thrown on this in John 6. Our Saviowvrote, “| am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live;
said, “He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blooget not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which | now
dwelleth in me, and | in him. As the living Father hatlive in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
sent me, and | live by the Father: so that he that eatietred me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). | could
me, even he shall live by me” (vv. 56,57). These amet live this life on my own, but since | am the recipient
startling statements, and some have found them haraftélis life, this can be realized in me.
understand, but the 63rd verse of the same chapter exAnother special ministry of the Spirit is that of anoint-
plains what the Saviour meant: “It is the spirit thang. Whatever the Lord calls us to do, He specially pre-
guickeneth; the flesh profieth nothing: the words thaphres us for it. This is another reason for rejoicing in the
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” Thanistry of the Spirit.
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His sanctifying work is also part of His ministry, as Chapter 7
we have seen. By this, we mean that He has set us apart . ] .
from certain things in our lives and set us apart totally SpeCIfIC Gifts Mentioned
unto God. He separates us from bad habits and produces
in us habits of righteousness. Before beginning this study of the spiritual gifts, read

The Holy Spirit also produces a Christlike charact@hapters 12, 13 and 14 of | Corinthians carefully. That is
in us. This character is described in Galatians 5:22,23ke passage of Scripture dealt with here.
the fruit of the Spirit. It is not the fruit of human effort These three chapters set forth instructions concerning
and moral and spiritual striving but the direct flow of théhe gifts of the Holy Spirit. In Chapter 12 Paul wrote
divine character from the Spirit through us, such as lowdout the spiritual gifts given to believers; in Chapter 13
joy, peace and long-suffering. he told how these gifts are to be administered; in Chapter

In contrast to this, of course, is the work of the flesh4 he made specific corrections of the misuse of certain
A translation that states the work of the flesh in languagits.
we are more used to says, “But when you follow your In this chapter we will enumerate the gifts, explaining
own wrong inclinations, your lives will produce thesthem in some detail, and learn how we may be filled with
evil results: impure thoughts; eagerness for lustful pleae Holy Spirit so that our lives may be used of God.
sure, idolatry, spiritism . . ., hatred and fighting, jealousy The gifts of the Holy Spirit are freely given to em-
and anger; constant effort to get the best for yoursglbwer us to serve Christ. They are mentioned in |
complaints and criticisms, . . . envy, murder, drunke@orinthians 12, beginning with verse 8.
ness, wild parties, and all that sort of thing. Let me tell
you again as | have before, that anyone living that sorMbrds of Wisdom and Knowledge
life will not inherit the kingdom of God” (vv. 19-21).

This is the work of the flesh. Just think of what the Holy The first gift mentioned is “the word of wisdom” (I
Spirit saves us from! It is the natural tendency of oQ@or. 12:8). This is the power to speak with wisdom, to
fleshly nature to pull us in this direction, even after wgive the message with discretion and spiritual understand-
are saved; but when the Spirit comes in and takes ciigr. Then there is “the word of knowledge,” another gift
trol, He subdues these natural appetites and begins to given to some people (v. 8). This is the power to speak
duce the fruit of the Spirit in us. with practical intelligence, to make the message under-

If we walk after the Spirit, we will not fulfill the lust standable.
of the flesh, we are told in Galatians 5:16. And if we live Words of wisdom deal with the deep things of God,
in the Spirit, we should also walk in the Spirit. Since wehereas words of knowledge help make clear and intel-
have been saved through the operation of the Holy Spiidible the deep things of God.
let us not think that we can develop in the Christian life
in the flesh. The Spirit of God is necessary for our Chrihe Gift of Faith
tian growth.

The result in Christian service will be according to | Listed in | Corinthians 12:9 is the gift of faith. This is
Corinthians 12:4-6: “Now God gives us many kinds ofot the faith necessary for salvation. That, too, is a gift,
special abilities, but it is the same Holy Spirit who is tiHfer we read in Ephesians 2:8: “For by grace are ye saved
source of them all. There are different kinds of servicgsough faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
to God, but it is the same Lord we are serving. There &ed.” But the gift of faith mentioned in | Corinthians 12
many ways in which God works in our lives, but it is theefers to faith by which great exploits for God may be
same God who does the work in and through all of ascomplished.
who are His.” The Holy Spirit displays God’s power This kind of faith has been illustrated by such men as
through each one of us as a means of helping the ertieses, who was able, by faith, to bring about great
Church of God. The Holy Spirit works in us mightily inmiracles in Egypt, at the Red Sea and in the desert. It
the service of the Lord, dividing to each one of us giftsaas illustrated by Joshua at the Jordan River and at the
they are needed. He then exercises these gifts througbitysof Jericho.
so that there will be no duplications. Just as in the physi-It was also illustrated by David when he overcame
cal body every member has its own task to do, so if @liath by his faith in God. It was illustrated by Gideon,
are under His control, He will give us power and grae¢ho drove out great armies with 300 men. Peter demon-
and strength to do our work. strated this kind of faith when he walked out on the sea

toward Jesus. Paul evidenced it in his Christian walk. It
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was illustrated by such men as Hudson Taylor, who dichl matters, to distinguish between imitation gifts and
missionary work in China by faith, and George Muellethose that are genuine. Satan often comes as an angel of
who was able, by faith in God, to do great things forlight, and he may imitate some of the gifts.

large number of orphans in England. Even today certainThis gift of discernment is lacking in many churches
believers are accomplishing great things for God becatsgay. The fact that a preacher names the name of Jesus
they are willing to believe Him. Faith is a wonderful gif€hrist does not mean that he is a gospel preacher. He

of the Holy Spirit. may be able to leave out the gospel altogether and fool
many people. We need to discern whether or not men are
Gifts of Healing and Miracles preaching the Word of God.

Next, Paul mentioned the “gifts of healing” (I CorGifts of Tongues and Interpreting
12:9). This is power to cure diseases. But please not that
it may be by means of medication, surgery or prayer andAnother of the gifts mentioned in | Corinthians 12 is
faith. We cannot limit it to one of these. It is the abilitthe gift of “divers kinds of tongues” (v. 10). This means a
to restore health, and the method is not the important quesiety of tongues, or languages. Along with this gift,
tion. Paul listed “the interpretation of tongues” (v. 10), or ex-

Another gift, mentioned in verse 10, is “the workinglaining what was said in another language.
of miracles,” a supernatural power given to some to do These gifts, as well as all the others listed, were dis-
great deeds or to work wonders beyond the power of mibuted to each individual as God willed. Some people
dinary men. think all believers must speak in tongues, but God says

that the gift is given to whom the Spirit desires.
The Gift of Prophecy
Proper Order of the Gifts

Next is the gift of prophecy, which is really the gift of
preaching, or forthtelling, as well as foretelling. Some Note that after God has given gifts to Christians, He
people have a special ability to see things as they are lgipes these gifted believers to the Church; “And God hath
pening and to understand how they harmonize with Scrget some in the church, first apostles, secondarily proph-
ture. This is prophetic insight. Speaking to edify, exhats, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of
and comfort people is preaching. Some people are gtesdlings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues” (I
orators, but they may not necessarily have the gift @or. 12:28).
prophecy at all. One who is a prophet speaks so thaEphesians 4:11-13 also mentions that these gifted be-
people are moved to action because of the power of liegers are given to the Church: “And he gave some,

Spirit of God in his message. apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints,
Discerning of Spirits for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body

of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith.”

Another gift of the Spirit is that of “discerning of spir- Notice the order in which these gifted believers are
its” (I Cor. 12:10), which means the power to distinguidisted in | Corinthians 12:28: “First apostles.” This word
between the works of the Holy Spirit and those of falsepostles” refers to those chosen by God to be His spe-
or evil, spirits. cial messengers. It was their responsibility to lay the foun-

This gift was very necessary when Paul was writirdation of the Church.
because the Word of God was then being given. Men ofSecond, He has given some prophets. The gift of
God were writing by inspiration, but other writing waprophecy referred to preachers, those who expounded
being done that was not inspired by God and was not3od’s Word to edify, exhort and comfort others.
be part of God’s Word. Someone had to have the gift of Paul next mentioned teachers. They are believers who
discerning which was inspired and which was not. Thah&ve the ability to explain God's Word in a way that pro-
God for that gift! motes spiritual growth.

It is still necessary today because of the many falseListed next is miracles. This gift involves the use of
cults and doctrines that are springing up everywhere. $ernatural powers to do great deeds, to work wonders,
need people who are able to discern whether or not sotmeaccomplish great things that only God can do through
thing is from God. Of course, the Spirit will enlighten ugifted believers. These miracles may be physical ones,
through His Word, and we need the ability to discern spidr they may be miracles of grace (of a spiritual nature).
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After that is listed healings. As already mentionedre useless to God. These are piercing statements, but
this involves the power to cure diseases, whether by mekey are based on the truths found in | Corinthians 13.
cine, surgery or prayer and faith.

Helps, listed next in | Corinthians 12:28, has to ddisuse of Gifts
with people who have aptness to support, undergird or
uphold others. Governments is the gift of those who canThe first gift which Paul mentioned in Chapter 13 was
manage, organize or guide others. misused in the Corinthian church and, unfortunately, is

Finally, Paul mentioned “diversities of tongues.” Aalso misused today. This was the gift of tongues. “Though
already mentioned, this gift involved the ability to spedkspeak with the tongues [languages] of men and of an-
in a variety of languages for the edification of others. gels, and have not charity [love], | am become as sound-

Let us remember the order of importance of these giftg brass, or a tinkling cymbal” (v. 1). In other words, if
as God has given them. | had the gift of speaking in languages—not only the thou-

Verses 29 and 30 say, “Are all apostles? Are all progands of languages of men but also the languages of the
ets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Hauggels—but did not use that gift in love, | would be as
all the gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Bounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. | would just be
all interpret?” The obvious answer to all these questiamsking a noise.
is no. The Holy Spirit knows how to distribute the gifts Some people use all their energy just to blow their
wisely. Not every believer will have the same gift, anghistles and have none left for accomplishing anything
no one believer will have all the gifts. Let us trust trmnstructive. In the same way some people misuse the
Word of God and not demand gifts which He has ngifts that God has given them (if what they have is really

offered us. He gives the gifts as He wills. genuine and not an imitation).
Paul also mentioned other gifts: “And though | have
Chapter 8 the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and

. . . . all knowledge; and though | have all faith, so that | could
Genuine Gifts or Imitations remove mountains, and have not charity [love], | am noth-
ing. And though | bestow all my goods to feed the poor,
After discussing the spiritual gifts and before correcnd though | give my body to be burned, and have not
ing the misuse of some of the gifts, Paul discussed a nad@rity [love], it profiteth me nothing” (vv. 2,3).
ter in | Corinthians 13 which can be used as a basis forThe Greek language has three words for love. One
determining whether special gifts are from the Holy Spiriefers to sensual love. Another is used to express filial

or from another source. love, parental love or brotherly love, a love based on
emotions. The third word is used for the highest kind of
Source of Gifts love—a constant, unselfish love from the will which

reaches out to others regardless of their worthiness or

Can anyone else give gifts similar to those listed indsponse. This last one is the word used in | Corinthians
Corinthians 12? Yes, definitely! The Scriptures makeli8. Itis not found in secular Greek literature, for it is not
very clear that Satan often comes as an angel of lightalsecular word. It is not a love that can be demonstrated
Cor. 11:14) and imitates some of the gifts of the Hoig the lives of unsaved people. “God so loved the world”
Spirit. (John 3:16). He is love.

It is important that we know the difference between When a person is born again, the Spirit of God takes
the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the imitations of thosklis place in that person’s life and sheds abroad His love
gifts. You can determine whether the gift that you pos-that heart (Rom. 5:5). If you and | are truly born again,
sess (or claim to possess) is a gift of the Holy Spirit or e possess the Holy Spirit. And if we possess Him, this
imitation by Satan through the test found in Chapter k&€, which is a fruit of the Spirit, is shed abroad in our
of | Corinthians. hearts.

All gifts given to believers by the Holy Spirit are to be The gifts which we receive from the Holy Spirit are the
profitable, but when the gifts are only imitations and whenanifestations of the Spirit's presence within our lives.
they are not properly administered through love, they Iedt if we are to show that they are genuine gifts of the
to pride, conceit and slander. Often those who do mtaly Spirit, they must be accompanied by the love and
possess the gifts of the Holy Spirit or who do not usgher qualities of the fruit of the Spirit, which God puts
them in love speak evil of, and make false accusationt® our hearts. If that fruit is consistently missing from
against, those who do not agree with them. Such peoyer life, it is a sign that the Holy Spirit has not yet entered
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your heart; you are not yet born again. “If any man hafrem the truth. We are trying to show that some things
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Rom. 8:9). which people call the works of the Holy Spirit are actu-
ally imitations produced by Satan.
Imitation of Gifts We must conclude that what we often call the gifts of
the Holy Spirit are imitations unless they are accompa-
Therefore, it is necessary for us to test the spirits, aded by love and by the other graces of the Holy Spirit,
cording to the Scriptures (I John 4:1). That does not meenich are mentioned in Galatians 5:22,23. That is why
that we should test the Holy Spirit. We should test tRaul said, “Though | speak with tongues of men [which
gifts which we believe are from the Spirit to see if theyatan can imitate] and of angels [which Satan, having
are accompanied by love. If they are, we have proof thaen an angel, can also imitate], and have not charity, |
the Holy Spirit is within our lives and is the author aim become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And
these gifts. If they are not accompanied and adminikeugh | have the gift of prophecy, and understand all
tered by love, it is possible that the gifts which we claimysteries, and all knowledge; and though | have all faith,
to possess are imitations produced by Satan. so that | could remove mountains, and have not charity, |
Does Satan ever imitate the work of the Holy Spiritdn nothing” (I Cor. 13:1,2).
Aaron threw down his rod before Pharaoh, and it becameTongues, or languages, which are not used with a God-
a serpent. Pharaoh’s wise men and sorcerers, who vggven love are as unintelligible as clanging brass and tin-
the workers of Satan, threw down their rods, and thking cymbals. Suppose that | have faith to perform great
became serpents too (see Ex. 7:10-13). The sorceasrd marvelous wonders—even to remove mountains. |If
also imitated several of the plagues brought upon Egyipat faith is not permeated with love, it means absolutely
Satan can and does imitate some of the works of the Hobthing. If the works that | do are not controlled by love,
Spirit. Anything of a supernatural nature must be testdaby are worthless.
to see whether it is from God or from Satan, for Satan is
seeking to deceive as many as he can (Matt. 24:24; | Tim.
4:1). Many people have been enchanted by the super- C_:hapter 9
natural power evident in spiritism and occultism, but the The Gift of Tongues
Scriptures emphatically forbid these practices because the
power is from Satan (see Deut. 18:10-12). Satan canAs we study the Book of | Corinthians, we learn that
imitate the gifts of the Holy Spirit; he often imitates ththe church of Corinth possessed all of the spiritual gifts
gift of prophecy (see Acts 16:16-18). Satan can dece(gee | Cor. 1:5-7). But there were divisions in the church
in very subtle ways (see Mark 8:31-33; Acts 5:1-5). Saf Corinth (see vv. 10,11). Pride had become evident,
tan constantly imitates the power and work of the Hoynd many of the people were still babes in Christ (see
Spirit. 3:1-3). And so they were admonished to love and to seek
Some things, however, Satan cannot imitate. He céme best gifts, one of which is prophecy (see 12:31; 14:1).
not imitate the grace of God, the graces of the Holy Spifitey were not to be content merely with the things that
or God’s love. He cannot imitate those things which dselong to babes in Christ.
mentioned in Galatians 5:22,23—I|ove, joy, peace, long- The gift of tongues, or languages, edified the person
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and tgpeaking (v. 4), but whenever an interpreter was not
perance—because they are the fruit of the Spirit. present, they were to be quiet (v. 28). Paul said that he
Some of the so-called proofs of the filling of the Holjtad spoken in tongues, or languages, many times (v. 18).
Spirit are not proofs at all because they are not admirii$is was one of the gifts given when the Spirit came.
tered in love. Therefore, they prove that they are not thewWhen the Spirit enters the life, that is the beginning,
gifts of the Holy Spirit but are imitations. The manifesiot the consummation, of that life. Some believe that
tation of God’s love is the real proof of one’s being fillednce they have received the Spirit and spoken in tongues
with the Holy Spirit and gifted by Him, for the gifts ofthey have reached the zenith. But God says that receiv-
the Holy Spirit must be administered in love. ing the Spirit at salvation is the beginning; from there we
Satan has caused some people to say that we atatleeto continue.
Back to the Bible Broadcast do not believe in the gifts of In the chapters under discussion, Paul was trying to
the Holy Spirit. That is not true. We are not arguingprrect the misuse of gifts. Before the misuse of some-
against the gifts; we are trying to correct the false usetloihg can be corrected, it is necessary to understand its
them. We have also been accused of attributing to Sgtevper use.
some of the work of the Holy Spirit. Nothing is further Some people say that | do not believe in tongues. |
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may startle you by saying that | do believe in tongues if Let us study some of these words in the original lan-
and when the gift is used in the proper way and at thgage. God gave us the New Testament in the Greek
proper time. This statement may be misquoted by solaeguage, which is very expressive, especially in the use
who insist that the present “tongues” movement is iaf verb tenses. Translators have done their best to give
spired by the Devil. | do not wish to be misunderstoods the meaning of the verb tenses, but in many cases this
therefore, | ask that you give careful attention to this protgnnot be done in a word or two.

lem so that you will know what God has to say. | have The Greek word for “filled” is in the aorist tense in
spent much time studying this subject. | have also reaficis 2:4, which indicates that the action happened at a
great deal of literature on the subject and have analygint of time in the past. When the Holy Spirit came at

it to see whether or not it agrees with Scripture. Pentecost, He baptized the Church into the Body of Christ
(see | Cor. 12:13). Then He empowered the believers for
Prophecy Concerning the H0|y Spmt service. They were filled with the HOly Splrlt so that

they might witness. Today each believer is baptized into

Before discussing the proper use of tongues, | wollte Body of Christ at that point in time when he is saved;
like to consider several passages of Scripture. The fl#§tis also filled, or controlled, by the Spirit at that time.
is Acts 2:16-18, which contains a quotation from tHfgut the control of the Spirit can be hindered by sin. This
prophecy of Joel: “But this is that which was spoken i Why we are commanded to be filled with the Spirit
the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the 145Ph- 5:18). The filling will be a repeated action as we
days, saith God, | will pour out of my Spirit upon affécognize and confess sin in our lives.
flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophes
and your young men shall see visions, and your old nfd
shall dream dreams: and on my servants and on my

handmaidens | will pour out in those days of my Spirit: At Pentecost the disciples “began to speak with other

and they shall prophesy.” tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:4).
Twice in those verses it is said that the Spirit will J& Other words, the Holy Spirit gave them the ability to

poured out upon all flesh, after which men and Woméﬂeak in languages that they had never learned. Jewish

will prophesy. Visions and dreams are mentioned kﬂﬁOple from many different countries were gathered to-

gether in Jerusalem during Pentecost. The languages of
not tongues. i i foreian to the discipl h
John the Baptist said, “But he that cometh after mec;?ﬁe coun :l(ets Wire ct)kr]elgn N fe_” IdSCIptﬁSt’hW g \_/v_(ire
. shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire aliieans. - et, when they were fifled wi € spir,
, : : they spoke in words that were understood by the visitors
(Matt. 3:11). Compare this verse with the words of Jes,fus .
rom those foreign lands.

in Acts 1:5: “For John truly baptized with water; but ye The word “tongues” in Acts 2:4 is the translation of

shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many daYﬁe Greek wordylossa which primarily refers to the

hence.” . !
Why did Jesus not say exactly what John said? J(ﬂi}ismal organ of our body which we call the tongue. A

o ) . ondary meaning is “language.” The context of any
sfa'd,,’ Shall ba_pt|ze you with the Holy G“hOSt’ a_nd \.N't assage in which this word occurs will show which mean-
fire.” Jesus did not include the words “and with fire;

. . it should be given. For example, if someone says, “I
because He was referring only to the coming of the Spml]? g P y

) Blirned my tongue,” he is referring to the organ in his
at Pentecost. The prophecy of John the Baptist was auth. But when a person says, “I speak the native
partially fulfilled at that time. The complete fquiIIment[ !

i ) : . . gngue," he is referring to a spoken language.
will come either in the fire of judgment at the Secon In Acts 2:4 the words “speak with other tongues” mean

Coming of Christ or shortly before that time, during thg,,¢ the disciples spoke in languages different from their
Tribulation. own. In Acts 2:6,8 a different Greek word is used:
] dialektos. Our English word “dialect” is derived from
Prophecy Fulfilled this word. This Greek word always refers to languages;
. _ _it has no other meaning. These verses show that the dis-

Acts 2:4 recor_ds.the fulfillment Qf the first part of th'_%iples were divinely enabled to speak not only the differ-
prophecy. The disciples were baptized by the Holy Spihyt janguages spoken by the visitors but also the differ-
and they were also filled with Him. The ministry of th@nt dialects of the same languages. The Phrygians and
Holy Spirit is to indwell the believer and to fill him forpamphylians both spoke Greek but in different dialects.
service. The latter part of the prophecy of John the Bafyzen the dialect of Judea differed from that of Galilee
tist awaits fulfillment. (see Mark 14:70; Acts 2:7-11).

ﬁﬁer Languages
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So the gift of tongues was the divine enablement Pentecost, we note that when Peter spoke, toungues fell
speak in a language not previously learned by the ant the background and Jesus Christ came to the fore-
speaking it. The languages spoken were understoodgiyund. Christ declared before the Spirit came that, when

those who heard them. He did come, He would glorify Christ (John 16:13-15).
This is demonstrated throughout the Book of the Acts. It
Speaking Boldly is not men, it is not gifts, it is not even the Spirit of God

Himself who is prominent, but the Person of the Lord

There is a significant truth in Acts 4:31: “And wherdesus Christ is exalted above all. This should be the test
they had prayed, the place was shaken where they wadrevery believer’s life and ministry. What are we exalt-
assembled together; and they were all filled with the Hdlyg? Is it self, the gift or the Saviour?
Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.”

In addition to the disciples, other people were gath- Chapter 10
ered together. They were no doubt new Christians, and
they were filled with the Holy Spirit. They began to speak,The Use and Abuse of Tongues
but it was not in other tongues. They spoke “the word of
God with boldness.” The literal translation of this is “They At least 16 spiritual gifts were given to the various
began to prophesy.” This is another of the gifts of tineembers of the early church. They are listed in such
Holy Spirit. passages as Romans 12:3-8; | Corinthians 12-14 and

In both cases (Acts 2 and 4) the people were filld@phesians 4:7-16. Some of these gifts are given to be-
and yet they spoke in different ways. In the one cdsvers today; others, such as the gift of apostleship, are
they spoke another language; in the other case they propit-
esied, or spoke, the Word of God. Gifts of the Spirit are not to be confused with the natu-

First Corinthians 14:1-3 mentions both of these giftsal abilities of God’s people. Undoubtedly, the natural
“Follow after charity [love], and desire spiritual gifts, buabilities are sanctified and enriched by the Holy Spirit,
rather that ye may prophesy. For he that speaketh imaaking them of service to the Lord. But spiritual gifts
unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto Godre related to the new birth, while natural abilities are
.. howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries. But redated to physical birth. The gifts named in the preced-
that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and Bible passages have their source in God (see Rom.
exhortation, and comfort.” (Note that the word “unt2:3), are provided through Christ as the result of His
known” in verse 2 was not in the original but was addé&iumphant resurrection and ascension (see Eph. 4:7-16),
by the translators.) and are distributed by the sovereign will of the Holy Spirit

In Acts 13:9-11 it is recorded that Paul, filled with thésee | Cor. 12:8-11).
Holy Spirit, spoke with authority. Butin this case he did In the church at Corinth a great deal of interest and
not speak in tongues or prophesy. He spoke wordsatsfo confusion centered in the gift of tongues. Appar-
judgment to a tool of Satan who called himself Bar-jesastly, something about this gift caught the attention of
(son of Jesus), or Elymas. Paul pronounced judgmentioa Corinthian believers, many of whom had been deliv-
this evil man, but he had to be filled with the Spirit beered from a life of corruption through the missionary work
fore he could do so. of the Apostle Paul. The priority they gave this gift caused

Acts 19:6 mentions both tongues and prophecy as éhie apostle, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to
dences of the Spirit’s presence: “And when Paul had laidal with certain miracle gifts of the Spirit. He showed
his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; avttht place the tongues gift had in relation to them and
they spake with tongues, and prophesied.” corrected the abuses that had developed in Corinth con-

We see from these passages that there is no groundéoning it.
concluding that the initial sign of a person’s receiving In view of the continuing interest today in speaking in
the Holy Spirit, or being baptized by the Holy Spirit, wangues, we will do well to consider what the New Testa-
the ability to speak in tongues. The coming of the Hafgent has to say concerning it. Experience is not our guide.
Spirit on men and women was manifested in a numbeirforder to know what is right concerning a subject of
different ways. And the gift of tongues does not holdthis nature, we must learn what the Bible says about it
prominent place. The gift of prophecy far outweighs @nd guide our experience by the Word. We must never
as do other spiritual gifts. let experience take the place of God'’s revelation.

We also see from these passages that the gifts werdwo books in the New Testament furnish the back-
used to exalt Jesus Christ. Particularly on the Daygybund for a study of this subject. One is the Book of the
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Acts, a book of history, and the other is | Corinthians Baptist wondered if the Lord Jesus was actually the Mes-
book of doctrine and moral instruction. siah, our Saviour’s answer was, “Go and shew John again
In the Book of the Acts, three chapters contain splose things which ye do hear and see: the blind receive
cific information about the gift of tongues. Chapter 2heir sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
dealing with the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecosind the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor
describes the initial appearance of the gift. have the gospel preached to them” (Matt. 11:4,5).

We read in Acts 10 that the Holy Spirit came on new This message was clear to many of the Jewish people.
Gentile believers and they spoke in tongues. We kndliey understood the significance of the miracles and
from Peter’s words that the gift of tongues evidencedworks of Christ better than their leaders did and said,
the household of Cornelius was the same as that giverf\when the Christ shall come, He will not perform more
the Day of Pentecost. As he related the event to the Jeigns than those which this man has, will He?” (John 7:31,
ish Christians in Jerusalem, Peter said, “As | beganNASB).
speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginPaul’s ministry and message were also confirmed
ning” (Acts 11:15). through remarkable gifts. He wrote to the Romans: “For

In Acts 19 certain disciples of John were brought umvill not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ
to date by Paul on what God had done through the Lévath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient,
Jesus and through the Holy Spirit. When Paul laid Hig word and deed, through mighty signs and wonders,
hands on these new believers in Christ, the Holy Spisi the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusa-
came on them “and they spake with tongues, and profe#m, and round about unto lllyricum, | have fully preached

esied” (v. 6). the gospel of Christ” (Rom. 15:18,19).
It was a characteristic of the Jews to look for signs
Tongues at Pentecost (see Matt. 16:4; John 4:48; | Cor. 1:22). It was also, as

we have seen, God’s plan to confirm, by special signs,

The nature of the gift of tongues as revealed in Actstie gospel message and its messengers wherever He
has been dealt with in Chapter 9. The gift of tonguesdetemed it necessary. Every great forward step of the
Pentecost was the Spirit-given ability to tell of “the worgospel recorded in the Book of the Acts was character-
derful works of God” (Acts 2:11) in a language not prézed by certain signs. At Pentecost the noise like a rush-
viously known by the one speaking it. No interpreteisg, violent wind, the tongues as of fire and the speaking
were needed at Pentecost because the languages spakfeneign languages were God's stamp of approval both

were understood by those who heard them. on the messengers and on the message. The audience
was primarily Jewish, so the sign-gifts were in keeping
Purpose of Tongues with His purpose.

When Peter went to the house of Cornelius, he took

One purpose of this remarkable gift was to gain tlk&x Jewish men with him (Acts 10:23,24; 11:12). The
attention of the multitude which came together and heayaspel was taking a new step forward; Gentiles were go-
Peter’s stirring message concerning the Lord Jesus Chiigl.to turn to the Lord. The evidence of God'’s working
Another, and a more important, purpose was to providaaheir hearts was confirmed by their speaking in tongues.
sign to the Jews, through this miracle gift, that God wahis convinced Peter and the six Jewish brethren with
doing a special work among them. him. It also silenced the criticism of the Jewish Chris-

The Law was given under remarkable demonstratiatiens in Jerusalem when they criticized Peter for going to
of power at Sinai. So itis to be expected that the bedine house of Cornelius (see 11:15-18).
ning of God’s new work at Pentecost would also involve Peter referred to this matter again at the council in
supernatural manifestations. Concerning the latter, theusalem. There he emphasized the fact that God had
writer to the Hebrews stated, “How shall we escape ciiosen him to present the gospel to the Gentiles and had
we neglect so great salvation; which at the first begancanfirmed His divine working in the Gentile hearts by
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us ¢wying them the Holy Spirit (15:7,8).
them that heard him; God also bearing them witness, bothTrhe disciples of John the Baptist who came to a sav-
with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, aimy knowledge of Christ through Paul's ministry in
gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?” (HebEphesus spoke in tongues and prophesied when the Holy
2:3,4). Spirit came on them (19:1-7). This manifestation of the

The miracles done by our Lord were evidence, or ci®pirit's power constituted a sign to those men of Jewish
dentials, proving Him to be the Messiah. When John thackground that Paul's message was from God.
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It is one thing for God to offer signs to prove the trutihat they are filled with the Holy Spirit withdraw from
of His message,; it is something else when a Christidre fellowship of other Christians who believe God'’s
seeks for signs before he will believe God. One wipoomise concerning the filling of the Spirit without a sign.
does this is a babe in Christ rather than a mature belie@rch sign-seeking Christians are usually very critical.
Seeking for a sign, whether it is the gift of tongues dhey lack love in their hearts, which is part of the fruit of
something else, indicates that the person has a weak fidiehSpirit. Their very attitude indicates that they are not
rather than a strong faith. filled with the Holy Spirit. Faith does not require sight

An example of this is found in John 20:24,25: “Buisee Heb. 11).

Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with In the accounts of speaking in tongues recorded in the
them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore Baidk of the Acts, not one person involved asked for the
unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto thegift. It was bestowed by the Holy Spirit without their
Except | shall see in his hands the print of the nails, amsking for it.

put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my

hand into his side, | will not believe.” This man, whdlot All Spoke in Tongues

was weak in faith, demanded to see before he would be-

lieve. He was just like many of the Corinthians, who Note also that speaking in tongues was not mentioned
apparently thought they needed the gift of tongues @mcerning the 3000 who received the Lord Jesus when
evidence of their being filled with the Holy Spirit. Peter preached at Pentecost. Yet they had the assurance

Notice what Jesus did about Thomas's unbelief: “Araf receiving the Holy Spirit (see Acts 2:38). Miracles
after eight days again his disciples were within, and Theere not absent, but they were of another nature—of a
mas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being sdral and spiritual kind.
and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Theihis multitude accepted as leaders men who had no
saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behetdnding as scholars or as religious leaders among the
my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it idews. They accepted the simple ordinances of baptism
my side: and be not faithless, but believing” (vv. 26,279nd the Lord’s Supper in place of the elaborate ritual of

Our Lord gave Thomas this evidence so that he wotile: temple.
have faith. At the same time Jesus said, “Thomas, be-The Jews believed, on the basis of Old Testament
cause thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blesseg@rmmises, that economic prosperity was the evidence of
they that have not seen, and yet have believed” (v. 293.0d’s blessing. But these new converts gave up some of

In | Corinthians 1:22 Paul said, “For the Jews requitieeir wealth, sharing it with the less fortunate among them.
a sign.” Some will not believe unless they can see. They put their money into a common fund so that fellow

Romans 4:20-22 says that although Abraham couddlievers would not suffer undue hardship.
not see the fulfilment of the promise, he believed God Above all, this group had received as their Redeemer
and, therefore, God counted it to him for righteousnefise One whom the leaders of their nation had rejected
Abraham was strong in faith and did not require a sigand had crucified through envy.

The unbelieving Jews wanted a sign, but Jesus saidA similar pattern followed wherever the gospel mes-
“An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sigiage was preached, according to the record in Acts. The
and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of ttleanging of people’s minds—their new viewpoints and
prophet Jonas” (Matt. 12:39). A judicial sign is spokeralues and their devotion to the Person and work of
of in | Corinthians 14:21, but that will be considered lateChrist—finally led their opponents in Thessalonica to say

Christ promised that the Holy Spirit would come tthat the Christians had turned the world upside down (see
dwell within each believer (see John 14:16). ConcerniAgts 17:6). This was the evidence of the presence of the
the Spirit our Lord said, “If any man thirst let him comeloly Spirit and of His working in their hearts. Speaking
unto me, and drink, He that believeth on me, as the sciiptongues is mentioned in Acts only in the three instances
ture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of livinglready discussed.
water” (7:37,38).

God fills us with His Holy Spirit when we confessTongues in Corinth
any sin in our lives and believe the promise concerning
the Holy Spirit. We need no signs to know that we are The Corinthian church had sever internal problems.
filled. His Word tells us that if we confess our sins, altwas undoubtedly the most carnal church to which Paul
lowing Him to control our lives, we are filled. wrote (see | Cor. 3:1). And yet, they were enriched by

Often those who seek for a sign to assure themsel@sist “in all utterance, and in all knowledge” (1:5). Paul
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covered the subject of knowledge in the early chapterswdn in general if language is to have its natural sense.”
| Corinthians and the subject of speech, or utteranceTtme same would hold true for the tongues, or languages,
Chapters 12-14. These Corinthian believers were inafaangels.
way inferior to other local church groups with regard to The word “tongue” appears eight times in | Corinthians
the special gifts of the Spirit (see 1:7). Nevertheless, with. With one exception (v. 9), this singular form of the
all these advantages, enough individuals in that chukgbrd refers to the gift of tongues. In verse 9 the physical
misused their privileges to characterize the whole groaman itself is meant. Paul said, “So likewise ye, except
as “babes in Christ” (3:1). ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how
It is evident from reading | Corinthians 12-14 that thehall it be known what is spoken? For ye shall speak into
tongues gift was given a very high place in the thinkirtige air” (v. 9). The plural form appears eight times also.
of many of the Corinthian believers. That the inspirégeven of the occurrences have to do with the gift of
apostle did not share this view is also clear from the saroegues. In verse 21, where the word “tongues” does not
passage. refer to the gift of tongues, it does have to do with for-
Apparently the Corinthian believers regarded the gédtgn languages.
of tongues as the best of the miracle gifts and consideredHow can this changing from the singular to the plural
those exercising it to be a sort of spiritual aristocraayith reference to this gift of the Holy Spirit be explained
This gift was so abused among them that they wereifiit means ecstatic utterances? There is no problem if
danger of repulsing other believers, as well as unbelieve recognize that the gift of tongues is the God-given
ers, who came into the church services (see | Cor. 14:2@)ility to speak in a foreign language not previously
known to the one speaking it. Furthermore, the manifes-
Nature of Tongues Gift at Corinth tation of this giftis “words.” These are not jumbled words
or gibberish but words “easy” to be understood” (v. 9).
Some Bible expositors think there is a marked differ- Consider the word “barbarian” in verse 11. This has
ence between the gift of tongues referred to in Acts amal reference to a person’s religion but simply refers to
the one discussed in | Corinthians. The position held big language. The ancient Egyptians considered anyone
many is that the gift spoken of in the Book of the Actgsho could not speak Egyptian to be a foreigner. The
was the ability to speak foreign languages without ha@reeks picked up this racial snobbery and called anyone
ing learned them. They believe the gift referred to inMho could not speak Greek a “barbarian” or, in our lan-
Corinthians was that of ecstatic utterances. Some tragisage, a foreigner. So Paul said in verse 11 that if some-
lators have even used that expression in | Corinthiar®e were to speak to him in a language which he could
wherever the gift of tongues is mentioned. Other belienet understand, each would be a barbarian or foreigner,
that ecstatic utterances characterized the gift from tieethe other.
beginning, even in the Book of the Acts. This idea, of On the basis of this fact, Dr. Robert L. Thomas of Tal-
course, will not stand up under examination. bot Theological Seminary said in the May, 1963, issue of
Others, and we are among them, believe that the ¢t King's Business: “If this verse referred to a man’s
of tongues is the same in Acts as in | Corinthians.  incoherent, inarticulate sounds which no living person
The word “unknown,” which is used as an adjectiveould understand, it would not make him a foreigner but
to qualify the word “tongue” or “tongues” in | Corinthians babbler. The contrary would be true, however, if he
14:4, is notin the original. This is made clear in the Kirgpoke a foreign language.”
James Version, where the word “unknown” is in italics. In light of these facts, it seems more reasonable to
Furthermore, there is no good reason for the word “wmderstand the gift of tongues in Corinth to be the same
known” to have been added. as that given at Pentecost—the ability to speak in a for-
The words used in | Corinthians to describe this g#ign language not previously learned by the speaker.
are the same as those used in the Book of the Acts. Com-
pare such passages as Acts 10:46 and 19:6 withirhitations of the Gift
Corinthians 14:5. The terminology in these passages is
identical. And nothing in the context of | Corinthians The gift of tongues is definitely limited in its minis-
suggests that anything other than languages were beigg This is clear from the contrast which Paul drew be-
referred to. Verse 1 of Chapter 13 is sometimes used &8een the gift of prophecy and the gift of tongues. He
proof that ecstatic utterances were meant, but as onemfouraged believers to seek spiritual gifts but to prefer
the great Greek expositors of a past generation statbd,gift of prophecy over that of tongues (see | Cor. 14:1).
“The ‘tongues of men’ must mean the tongues spoken®ye element of prophecy is that of telling forth the Word
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of God (see v. 3). This was closely related to what we The distribution of the miracle gifts was directed by
call Bible teaching. Another element was the power tioe Holy Spirit (see vv. 7-11). To teach that all believers
predict events and conditions (see Acts 11:27,28). Athwill speak in tongues, or should speak in tongues, con-
element, essential at that time when the New Testamigatlicts this very clear passage. Nowhere in the Scrip-
was not yet fully given, was the power to receive nawres are believers told specifically to seek the gift of
truth from God (see | Cor. 14:30). tongues. They are admonished to seek spiritual gifts but
A gift of this nature was necessary to help God’s peoplther that they might prophesy (14:1). Thus, the gift of
grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jestengues is played down in this inspired admonition.
Christ. In contrast to this, the tongues gift limited a man
to some special experience with God that provided Raoles Governing the Gift of Tongues
service to the church unless he or someone else could
interpret what was said. Chapter 14 of | Corinthians, which is the longest of
This is why the Holy Spirit, through Paul, said thahis book’s three chapters on spiritual gifts, deals with
the man who had the prophetic gift, was greater than the limitations of a gift, rules covering its use and severe
one who spoke in a foreign tongue. The source of eaedirnings concerning its abuse. No earnest believer who
gift was the same—the Holy Spirit. The service, howrants to please the Lord can treat this matter lightly.
ever, was not the same. The gift of prophecy far exceedlaither should he draw from this chapter conclusions
the gift of tongues in this regard. contrary to its whole meaning.
Because some might have placed a higher value on
the personal benefits of speaking in a foreign tongue, theneral Rules
apostle went on to declare that even in the realm of com-
munion and prayer the gift was limited. The man who Two general rules govern the use of tongues. We have
prayed in a foreign tongue prayed in the Spirit, but ladready touched on the first one. It concerns the fact that
mind, his understanding, was not helped. He could nio¢ Apostle Paul encouraged the Corinthians to seek spiri-
express to himself what he had felt in the experiencetoal gifts but stated a preference for prophecy rather than
prayer, much less pass it on to others. Paul did not fafmrtongues. Anyone who claims to be directed by the
such an experience, for he said, “I will pray with the spiripirit of God but who changes the divine order and em-
and | will pray with the understanding also” (I Cor. 14:15phasis in relation to these two gifts is going contrary to
The gift of tongues was limited in its distribution; ithe revealed will of God. No matter how much the Per-
was not available to all believers. “Do all speak witbon and work of the Holy Spirit may be emphasized by
tongues?” the apostle asked (12:30). The answer is olsvieh an individual, the Holy Spirit is dishonored and
ous. They do not! The gifts were distributed to the bgrieved if His instructions are brushed aside.
lievers according to the will of the Spirit of God. None The second general rule has to do with order in the
of the miracle gifts were common to all believers. Moateetings of God'’s people. Confusion and disorderliness
certainly the gift of tongues was not given to each bare alien to the Spirit of God (see | Cor. 14:26,33). A
liever in the Corinthian church or in any other New Tegood deal of confusion and disharmony marked the meet-
tament church. If the listin | Corinthians 12 is a standard)s in Corinth as a result of speaking in tongues.
for the importance of the various gifts, the gift of tongues
was not first but last (see v. 28). Specific Rules
This does not support the teaching that the initial sign,
or evidence, of the Holy Spirit’s presence in a life is the The first of these is found in | Corinthians 14:6: “Now,
gift of tongues. And regardless of whether one believie®thren, if | come unto you speaking with tongues, what
the gift of tongues to be foreign languages or ecstaditall | profit you, except | shall speak to you either by
utterances, the limitation of its distribution still holds. Nakvelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by
all received it. The baptism of the Holy Spirit was for atloctrine?” This means that Bible truth must be given if
believers, and according to | Corinthians 12:13 this wHe tongues gift is employed in the way God intends it to
realized. But not every believer spoke in tongues. Thémeemployed. The Word of God benefits the hearers.
two things should not be confused, because they are Hlatough the Word of the Spirit of God work in the hearts
the same. The baptism of the Spirit inducts believaxEHis people.
into the Body of Christ, and every believer is a member A good question to ask ourselves with regard to any
of that Body. Few of them, however, have ever spokelaim of speaking in tongues is this: “Is the Word of God
in tongues. expounded as a result of this gift? Are people being built
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up in the faith which was delivered to the saints? Is Chiiglievers from false prophets, and this is the sixth rule.
being exalted?” If the answer to these questions is Raul said, “If | come unto you speaking with tongues,
then we must question if the Spirit of God is causing thdnat shall | profit you, except | shall speak to you either
tongues speaking. by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by
Second, the tongues gift should be used for the edifectrine?” (v. 6).
cation of the whole church and not be limited to the per- Bible truth, or new truth from God, was to be given if
sonal benefit of the person with the gift (see vv. 2,12he hearers were to be edified. In this way the gift of
Spirit-given gifts are not playthings. They are not to gophecy would be joined with the gift of tongues. This
used selfishly but for the building up of the Body of Chrigtneant that not only would the rules governing tongues
The believer is not his own; he has been bought witlh@ employed, but an additional rule governing prophecy
price. Any spiritual gift he receives is not for his privateould also have to be followed.
entertainment or benefit but for the good of all believers This particular rule is given in verse 29: “Let the proph-
with whom he has contact. ets speak two or three, and let the other judge.” The func-
Third, in a group where all, including the one speakien of a judge in this case would be the discerning of
ing in tongues, spoke the same language, someone hapidts, because in the days before the New Testament
interpret the message. He was either to be his own intea&s complete, additional truth would be revealed from
preter, or someone else was to interpret for him. Oth#ime to time. But, along with this, the danger of the in-
wise, the tongues speaker was to remain silent (v. 28jroduction of false doctrine also existed. A check on the
This gift would be of great benefit to foreign missiorteaching of the prophets was needed, because evil spirits
aries, who must spend months and even years in learrdagld interject false teaching. This judge, then, would
a new language. Some of them, in fact, have to letiynthe spirits, and he would need the gift of the discern-
several new languages in the course of their missionary of spirits for this.
work. In a situation of this nature three miracle gifts were
At the turn of this century some enthusiastic and eareded—the gifts of tongues, prophecy and the discern-
nest Christians went to the mission field with the firimg of spirits. Does this not indicate that if one miracle
conviction that they had the gift of tongues. They bgift is to be used today, several or even all of them are
lieved it would not be necessary for them to learn theeded to keep the rest in balance? The gift of tongues is
language of the people to whom they would ministereatly emphasized, but what of the other gifts? Mark
These would-be missionaries were sadly disillusionelb:17 is often referred to as proof that the gift of tongues
Many of them became spiritual wrecks as a result of thisia sign that will follow believers. But why pick out that
disappointment. The fault did not lie with God but witbne gift and ignore the casting out of demons, the han-
them and the teachers who had misinterpreted the Scding of serpents, the drinking of deadly poison or the
tures with regard to the gift of tongues. healing of the sick? And do not overlook another gift
A fourth rule is that private praying in a tongue waspoken of in Matthew 10:8—raising the dead!
not to be encouraged unless the one who prayed underA seventh rule is given in | Corinthians 14:32: “The
stood what he was praying about. The standard Paul Epitits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.” This
down was that one should pray not only with the humarinciple applied to the tongues speakers also. The ex-
spirit but also with the understanding (vv. 14,15). pression of their gift was not beyond their control. It was
A fifth rule is that a definite order was to be mairtheir responsibility to use it wisely and in an orderly way.
tained when the gift of tongues was exercised in a publliwo often God is blamed for what is really the believer’s
meeting. No more than three tongues speakers werewm lack of restraint.
take part in any one service and then only one at a timeEighth, a very serious consequence to the use of
with someone to interpret (v. 27). Since only one wasttmgues without an interpreter is dealt with in verses 21-
interpret, this in itself would tend to keep several tongugS. This is a portion that has not always been clearly
speakers from trying to speak at the same time. Confnderstood.
sion would be eliminated, and one of the disorders ac-The apostle emphasizes in this chapter that spiritual
companying the zeal of those employing the gift woulgifts are to be used for the edification of the believers.
be corrected. Obviously, believers could not be edified if they could
We have already considered the fact that if a believart understand the language being used. But what would
employed the gift of tongues, he was to give Bible truthe the effect on unbelievers who attended the church ser-
When this admonition was given to the Corinthians, mories? This is the subject Paul dealt with in these verses.
than one miraculous gift was needed in order to protectHe wrote: “In the law it is written, With men of other
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tongues and other lips will | speak unto this people; andlearned as far as tongues were concerned. So, like the
yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lordinbelievers of verse 23, these unlearned persons would
Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that lbensider the foreign language used by the tongues speak-
lieve, but to them that believe not: but prophesying servetts as mere gibberish and would think the speakers were
not for them that believe not, but for them which believaeot emotionally stable.

If therefore the whole church be come together into oneGod’s purpose in giving out His Word is to reach the
place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in thessaved and bring them to a saving knowledge of Christ.
that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say thataddition, it helps the believers grow in grace and in the
ye are mad? But if all prophesy, and there come in da®wledge of their Lord. He does this by reaching the
that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convincedunfderstanding through intelligible words and appealing
all, he is judged of all: and thus are the secrets of histhe conscience at the same time, God’s Word is heard
heart made manifest; and so falling down on his facetheough the speaker, but if the speaker uses language that
will worship God, and report that God is in you of a truthis not understood by his hearers, then God’s purpose can-

(vv. 21-25). not be carried out. To declare that a person is judged (v.
The first question we want to answer is “In what sen24) means that his heart is searched by the Word and he
are tongues a sign to unbelievers?” is inwardly sifted. Each successive speaker in the assem-

The answer is found in this portion. The word “lawbly who speaks in the power of the Holy Spirit deepens
refers to the Old Testament, and the passage quoteth@work of the Spirit in these individual hearts.
Isaiah 28:11,12. When the messages of the prophets werderse 25 shows the third stage in this person’s con-
resisted by hard-hearted unbelievers among the Israglsion if he is an unbeliever: The secrets of his heart are
ites, God warned that He would judge them by sendingade manifest. First, his true condition is revealed. Ac-
foreign invaders into their land. These men would speadrding to verse 24 he stands self-condemned and sees
languages unknown to the Israelites, and the presenchisfown thoughts, motives and desires in their true light.
the conquerors would be proof of God’s retributive juddie is awakened to his need and falls down before God.
ment on His people who would not believe in spite of Finally, women were forbidden to speak in the public
this sign. They would “not hear” the Lord. Consequentlgssemblies. Connected as this thought is with the sub-
the uninterpreted tongue was a judicial sign to unbeligeet of tongues, it is very apparent that the women were
ers. The uninterpreted tongue would indicate judgmaentt allowed to speak in tongues in the early church (see
on the unbelieving and would not be a means of leading 34,35).
them to faith in Christ. One is forced to admit in light of these rules that, al-

This was the very opposite of what God intended thibugh Paul said, “Forbid not to speak with tongues” (v.
Corinth. It stands to reason that the unbelievers who \88), he was not strongly encouraging the use of the gift.
ited the meetings of the Christians in Corinth were nide left room for the Holy Spirit, however, to exercise
hardened against truth but were seeking spiritual helgdis sovereign will in the matter. People tend to go to

The Greek word for “unbelievers” in verse 22 is thextremes, and when a doctrine of the Word is misused,
same as the word used for “unbelievers” in verse 23. Budny believers avoid it or oppose it. But if the Lord
the context indicates that the unbeliever in verse 22nsre to throw out every doctrine that people have misap-
different from the unbeliever of verse 23. Tongues wauked or abused, we would have no Bible left.
a judicial sign against hardened unbelievers. Butin theirThe New Testament indicates that it was the purpose
meetings the Corinthians probably would not have beefnGod to suspend the use of the miraculous gifts, at least
dealing with hardened unbelievers but with unbelievars general, but not because they had been used in the
who were apparently seeking spiritual help. By usingrong way. Until God suspended their use, the believers
the gift of tongues without an interpreter present, thesere to have freedom in exercising them.
were misrepresenting God'’s attitude toward these lost

persons. Another bad result of the uninterpreted tongues Chapter 11
would be that the unbelievers attending the services would .
think God’s people were mentally unbalanced. Temporal and Eternal Gifts

Still others—the “unlearned” (v. 23)—were adversely
affected by the uninterpreted tongues. The word “un- In this chapter we shall see from the Scriptures why God
learned” in the original primarily meant a private persat times permitted gifts which served as signs to the early
rather than a public official. In this context it denoteschurch and why they were given for a limited time only.
person or persons who, though saved, were untaught om order to fully understand the subject of | Corinthians
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14, it is necessary to distinguish between gifts of a tem-All other gifts mentioned in Scripture are also limited

porary nature and gifts of an eternal nature. by a time element. This includes the three specific gifts
It is also important for us to understand that there isreentioned in | Corinthians 13:8: “Whether there be proph-

difference between the gifts of the Holy Spirit and thecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall

fruit of the Spirit. Gifts are given for the performance afease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.”

certain services, and many of them can be imitated by

Satan. The fruit of the Holy Spirit, those attributes &frophecy

righteousness which are the result of the presence of the

Spirit of God in the Christian, cannot be imitated by Sa- “Prophecies . . . shall fail” (I Cor. 13:8). The word

tan. Remember also that love is the basis for the proff@ophecy” has a much broader meaning than that of

administration of the gifts. “teaching” or “knowledge.” It means both the foretell-
ing of future events and the forthtelling of God's mes-
The Eternal Gift sage. This includes preaching the Word in such a way

that it brings conviction to hearts.

In | Corinthians 13: 8-13 Paul made a distinction be- Prophecy was fragmentary in Paul’s day. He said, “We
tween the temporary gifts and the eternal one, whichpi®phesy in part” (v. 9). The Lord revealed one truth
love. “Charity [love] never faileth: but whether there baith present or future significance to one prophet and
prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, tla@pther truth to another prophet. “A time will come,”
shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanig&l said, in effect, “when that which is perfect, or ma-
away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in parntire, will come; then that which is fragmentary shall
But when that which is perfect is come, then that whickase.”
is in part shall be done away. When | was a child, | spakePaul’'s words were partially fulfiled when the Scrip-
as a child, | understood as a child, | thought as a childres, as we have them today, were completed. God’s rev-
but when | became a man, | put away childish thingdation was given in fragments to many different indi-
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then faceviduals. However, when the revelation became complete,
face: now | know in part; but then shall | know even d@kat phase of prophecy which had to do with the foretell-
also | am known. And now abideth faith, hope, charityng of events was no longer needed. One phase of proph-
these three; but the greatest of these is charity [love].ecy—forthtelling, or the giving forth of God’s message

Although other qualities will cease, love will neveto bring conviction—continues in our day, but it will not
cease. It is the eternal quality of the Holy Spirit. Wae needed, at least in the sense we now know it, after the
possess only the “earnest,” or “down payment,” of lowand of the Church Age.
now. In eternity our hearts will be filled with the same
love with which God loved us when He gave His onknowledge
begotten Son.

To me the sweetest thing in heaven will be my having Paul said that knowledge would also cease. “Knowl-
a heatrt filled with the love of Christ so that | can lovedge” means “the understanding of revelation.” How-
those who | think are unloveable now. Even thougheVer, he pointed out that even knowledge is now frag-
think | cannot love some people here on earth, | will beentary. The Old Testament prophets did not always
able to love them in heaven with God’s love. And everynderstand their own prophecies. But God gave some
body will love me. That will be wonderfull Remembepeople the gift of knowledge so they could understand
that to a certain degree we possess this love now (Ramd interpret these revelations. A time is coming when
5:5), but the full measure awaits our glorification. Lovéhe whole truth of Scripture will be revealed to us and the
then, is an eternal quality which will be fulfilled in usieed for the gift of knowledge will cease. For believers
only when we are in heaven. this will probably happen at the Rapture.

The Temporary Gifts Tongues

In | Corinthians 13:13 Paul mentioned three gifts— The third specific gift mentioned as being temporary
faith, hope and love. Love is the only gift that is endless.tongues. The meaning of the word “tongues” is “lan-
Faith will be turned into sight, and hope will become rguages.” The gift of tongues (languages) was given so
ality; therefore, faith and hope will cease. But love withat the gospel might be spread very quickly during the
never end. first generation of the Christian era. Paul indicated that
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the time would come when this gift would no longer be Chapter 12
necessary.
“When | was a child, | spake as a child, | understood | he More Excellent Way
as a child, | thought as a child: but when | became a man,
| put away childish things” (I Cor. 13:11). The last verse in | Corinthians 12 reads: “But covet
Paul was trying to show that when a Christian comearnestly the best gifts: and yet shew | to you a more
to full maturity and his faith grows stronger, he no longexcellent way” (v. 31). This more excellent way leads
needs signs. Signs are for children or for those of littight up to Chapter 13. In fact, this verse is really the
faith, but a mature Christian has put away childish thingstroduction to it and should not be separated from it by a
Paul illustrated this truth in | Corinthians 14:20chapter division.
“Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in The apostle is pointing out that the fruit of the Spirit
malice be ye children, but in understanding be men.” Asgpersedes the gifts of the Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit is
far as evil is concerned, we should be as innocent as litiéscribed in Galatians 5:22,23 and may be summarized
children, but as far as knowledge is concerned, we shouldne word—Ilove. Love leads the list, with joy, peace,

think like adults. longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and
temperance following.
Seeking the Gifts The love spoken of here, however, is not mere human

love. Love is a common word among us today and is

In | Corinthians 1:7 Paul said, “So that ye come beften used carelessly by the man on the street as well as
hind in no gift.” The Corinthians possessed all the giftyy the man in the pulpit. But the love of the Spirit is
of the Holy Spirit. Nevertheless, he said, in effedbeyond human attainment. It is a divine love according
“Among you there is contention and division. Some ¢6 Romans 5:5. This love is shed abroad in our hearts by
you say, ‘I am of Paul’; others say, ‘I am of Apollos.the Holy Spirit. It is one of the results of salvation pro-
Some say, ‘| am of Cephas’; others say, ‘| am of Christided for all who have been justified in Christ. And this
So there is division.” is the love that | Corinthians 13 describes. Paul shows

What caused this division? Paul partially answeréére that unless these spiritual gifts are administered in
that question in Chapter 3, verse 1: “And |, brethren, coulk love of the Spirit, they are valueless.
not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal,The problem in Corinth was that men were seeking to
even as unto babes in Christ.” use gifts without making sure their own inner hearts were

In effect, he said, “I should have fed you with meadpiritually in tune with God. The fruit of the Spirit was
but I can feed you only with milk. You are carnal; yonot in evidence. So the use of the spiritual gifts became
have envy, strife and divisions among you.” This situa-source of controversy and competition.
tion was the result of pride, which had become evident in
the church of Corinth. Because of this contention, mahyve Essential
were still babes.

Today many believers are remaining babes in Christ, It is this point that Paul emphasized in | Corinthians
being contentious over something because they do b8t1 when he said, “Though | speak with the tongues of
know what the Scriptures teach. If a doctrine sounds re@en and of angels, and have not charity, | am become as
sonable or if a preacher makes a certain statement, theynding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.” The word “char-
accept it without studying the Scriptures. ity” here is the word “love,” and as we have indicated, it

The Corinthians were overemphasizing the miracis-the strong word for love. This is not human love but
lous, or sign, gifts, especially the gift of tongues. Bdivine love. It is the love that the Holy Spirit has shed
Paul urged them to seek the best gifts: “But covet eabroad in our hearts. Consequently, though we speak in
nestly the best gifts” (12:31). “Follow after charity [lovelthe languages of men or in the languages of angels and
and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may propave not love, we are nothing but noisy brass utensils.
esy” (14:1). Spiritual gifts are good if they are ministered in love.

Prophecy, the speaking forth of the Word of God, Without love, they lead to pride and conceit, to self-praise,
that kind of gift. “I would that ye all spake with tonguegp jealousy and slandering of others and even to lying.
but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he thatSome people are contentious about these gifts even
prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues” (v. t9day. But the Bible says that unless we have love along
The gift of prophecy, therefore, is the greatest of thes&h such gifts, we are nothing. The fruit of the Spirit in
gifts. the life is the proof of the controlling of the life by the
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Holy Spirit. Some try to change this by saying that thee are His, the Spirit has come and placed the love of
presence of the spiritual gifts is the evidence of the Spiri@®d in our hearts. This, then, makes it possible for the
filling. But the actual proof lies in the fruit of the Spiritfruit of the Spirit—love, joy, peace and these other things
This is not something that can be produced naturally listed in Galatians 5:22,23—to be seen in us.

any of us. It takes an apple tree to produce an apple, an&ven though the love of God has been poured into our
it takes the Spirit of God to produce the spiritual fruitearts by the Holy Spirit, it cannot be seen or witnessed
that is the evidence of His presence in the heart. by others until we surrender our hearts to the Lord. God

If the gifts of the Spirit are not administered in lovéhas given us a divine nature, a new nature, and through
the gifts themselves are probably imitations. Satan d¢ae Holy Spirit, the old nature is overcome. The new life
enter in and very cleverly deceive us. He can imitate manyChrist is seen in us. When we surrender to the Holy
of the gifts mentioned in | Corinthians 12, 13 and 14, b&pirit, He takes control. And when He has control, He is
he can neither imitate nor produce the fruit of the Spirable to let the love of God flow through us.

The Book of Exodus contains proof of this. When Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, wrote: “That he
Moses and Aaron appeared before Pharaoh, they péned] would grant you, according to the riches of his
formed some miracles. They did this on the basis gbry, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the
wonderful, spiritual powers God had given them. Biriner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith;
the sorcerers of Egypt imitated some of the things tlhat ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able
Moses and Aaron were using to prove the presence emd@¢omprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and
power of God. Of course, the Egyptians could do tHength, and depth, and height; and to know the love of
only up to a certain point. But it is possible for Satan @hrist, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled
imitate some of these outstanding and spectacular giftith all the fulness of God” (3:16-19).

Consequently, the test concerning the presence of thaVe should not be swept off our feet by the talk of love
Spirit in the life lies in another realm. Love, part of thinat people indulge in today. The average person knows
fruit of the Spirit, is the true test. nothing of the love of God. Such a person thinks merely

Do not misunderstand what we are saying here. Thichuman love. Though that can help in many situations,
is no statement of opposition to the gifts of the Spirikhat we need is supernatural love that goes beyond any-
But we need to remember that Satan can imitate soméhirig human love can accomplish. For this reason Paul
these things. He has done it in the past, and there iprayed for the inworking of the Holy Spirit and for the
doubt that he is doing it again today. filling of the believers’ hearts with God'’s love. By faith,

Paul was not content to use the gift of tongues asva® must recognize that Christ dwells within and that the
illustration, but he also spoke of prophecy, the understatale of God is shed abroad in our hearts through the min-
ing of mysteries and all knowledge and faith. He showistry of the Holy Spirit.
that without love, all these are useless.

We have noted before that this love of the Spirit isRooted and Grounded in Love
result of a person’s being born again through the Spirit
into God's family. The secret of the exhibition of this In the third place, we are to be rooted and grounded in
love lies in the fact that we are indwelt by Christ and Heve, which comes only through daily reading of, and
lives this life in us. Galatians 2:20 says, “I am crucifiemheditating on, the Word and praying in the Spirit. Only
with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not |, but Christ liveths this is done can the Word of God permeate our souls
in me: and the life which | now live in the flesh | live byand change us into the likeness of Christ. The final plea
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave hihrere is that we might comprehend, or appropriate, these

self for me.” things by faith. The love of God is magnificent. It is far-
reaching. Paul speaks of its length, breadth, height and
Love Implanted depth—a four-dimensional love, so great that no indi-

vidual can appropriate it all or know it all in this life.
This is not a love that we wait for after we are savetbgether with all saints, however, we can attain to cer-
It is something that is put into our hearts the moment ¥&n portions of it.
believe. When the Holy Spirit comes to dwell within, He Itis also a love which passes knowledge. It cannot be
implants in us the love of God (Rom. 5:5). Love is dllly known, but it can be known and enjoyed far beyond
ready in our lives doing this divine work. anything any of us have yet experienced. God, in His
In Romans 8:9, we learn that if we are not the recipiemiature, is love. To be filled with the fulness of God is to
of His Spirit, we do not belong to God at all. But whelne filled with that love.
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We are also told in the Scriptures that we are to loRatient
God with all our hearts, all our souls and all our minds
(Matt. 22:37). Humanly speaking, this is impossible. But, We learn first that love is patient. Four different state-
with the work of the Holy Spirit within us, it is an attainments are made concerning this. Love, we are told, suf-
able goal. Furthermore, this love is not only to be maférs long, or is “long tempered.” It forbears for long pe-
fested toward God but also toward those around us. Aiistis, and this means there is no room for impatience.
this will be the proof of the love in our hearts. Our loveove willingly endures evil and is not hurried but is calm.
toward Him will be seen in our love for other peoplat is always ready to work when the summons to work is
The vertical relationship of our love to God is proved kyiven.
the horizontal relationship of love to man. We cannot we learn also that it bears all things. There is no limit
say we love God unless we love our fellowman. to its endurance. It overlooks faults in others and does
John makes this very clear in his Epistle. He sayft complain. It does not expose its grief and tears but
“No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one afpscures them from others. It knows how to be silent,
other, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in Ugow to avoid resentment, how to endure hurt and sorrow
(I John 4:12). He also says, “If a man say, | love Gagithout divulging to the world its distresses. Selfishness

his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love dships, but love enables him to endure patiently.
whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have

we from him, That he who loveth God love his brOth‘HopefuI

also” (vv. 20,21). In other words, if we say we love God

an(_j yet do no_t love our brothe_r _in th_e Lord, we are lying. \we also learn that love hopes all things. It hopes un-

This is the acid test of true spirituality. - der all kinds of circumstances. It is optimistic and not
This is where Christian Iegders and Chrlstlan_ peo@ﬁ)omy. It does not look on the dark side of life, nor

often clash. There may be disagreements over issue§s it give in to despair or despondency. Anxiety does

over principles, but when there is true love, we will nQly; o¢ect it Where true love is, personal woes must go.
allow them to affect our relationship with others. It endures all things. A mother's love for her child

illustrates this well. Many mothers will go to great lengths
Chapter 13 to nourish and protect their children, but the love of God
Love Described is even greater than human love. It has power to do any-

thing. It stands its ground when there seems to be no
Let us reexamine | Corinthians 13 and look mof@use for hope. It endures even when the believers are

closely at love. Love is like a prism which breaks lighersecuted for the good they have done. How do we
into its component parts. Just as the sun shining on rG@sure up to such love?
produces a rainbow, so the light of God shining on His
love shows us its various elements. Kind
This chapter should serve as a mirror for us so that we o
can see for ourselves if we measure up to this love. Most! €N we leam that love is kind. It looks for ways to
of us, before we go to work in the morning, check oREe constructive. It leaves no room for unkindness. ltis
appearance to see if everything is in order. A spiritvays gentle. It confers blessing and not condemna-
checkup is also called for; we need to examine ourselVé&)- It seeks to do good to others and not harm. It ac-
Verses 4 through 7 list 16 components of love. Thediely seeks the happiness of others. Our best example,
we must remember, can never be imitated or produddcourse, is Christ Himself.
by the natural man. They are seen only in the lives oft makes no distinction among persons but is kind to-
believers who have given their hearts over to the Spirié@rd all. In the midst of sorrow it causes one to have joy.
control. This is possible only because we have the mind and the
This section of Scripture reads: “Charity suffereth longature of Christ. We are too inclined to live under the
and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not idomination of our fallen natures which, of course, have
self, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemfg semblance of such love.
seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no
evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truthGenerous
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endureth all things. Charity never faileth.” We find also that love is generous. It never boils over
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with jealousy. Itis not possessive like a child who clainties not in having or getting but in giving. The Lord said,
that everything belongs to him. It seeks the advantagé\wWhosoever will be great among you, let him be your
others rather than personal advantage. It causes eachinister; and whosoever will be chief among you, let him
us to treat others better than ourselves. We learn nabéoyour servant” (Matt. 20:26,27). That is true love.
count anything as our own but to realize that all we have
really belongs to Christ. We do not envy others for theng Tempered
work they are doing for the Lord but rejoice at their suc-
cess. Love has a good temper. That is, love is not easily
Love also is helpful. It does not boast about itself. gtovoked to anger. Itis not touchy or irritable. It refuses
is not puffed up. Thus, humility seals our lips so that ie take offense and does not dwell on having suffered
forget to tell others of the good we have done. Love hidesong. Anger and wrath are not elements of love and
even from itself. It teaches us to do deeds of kindnessither is bitterness. The person who is controlled by the
then not to parade them and even to forget we have dimve of Christ is not a bitter person. Just as a spark which
them. falls into the ocean is extinguished by the water, so all
This love never boasts or brags. It does not show biterness is extinguished in this ocean of love. Any evil
its gifts. It is not our for display. It does not try to imfalling on the heart of love will be put out without harm-
press others and is not boastful and self-assertive. It dingsthe life.
not seek a special place for itself or push itself forward. We are inclined to speak of a bad temper as a mere
The outward expression of love is done in humility. weakness, an infirmity of our nature. A person who is
Inwardly, it is not puffed up. It does not show arrceeasily angered, one who is quick tempered, harms him-
gance. It is not conceited and does not cherish inflatsdf in many other ways. A quick temper leaves one un-
ideas of its own importance. It is teachable and willimgiarded and reveals that love in the character is missing.
to learn. There is an absence of greed and an absen&uoh a disposition ruins homes, society, church life and
party zeal and pride, which so characterize the natugakn national life. Prominent men who have uncontrolled

man. tempers are in some respects mere babies.
An uncontrolled temper is probably harder to live with
Courteous than any other characteristic. Temper is a symptom of

the unloving nature. One unguarded, hasty word does

Love is courteous. It does not behave rudely. Thisnmre harm than many other acts of sin. Only as the heart
true in relation to society, small things or great things. filled with the love of Christ can a quick temper be
The most untutored person moving in the highest societyercome.
with such love in his heart will behave himself without
show. It makes a true lady or gentleman of a believer.Thinks No Evil
makes one do things gently, not inconsiderately or
unsympathetically. It produces good and noble mannersLove thinks no evil. ltis a rare thing, indeed, when a

Such love is never rude. person attributes no evil motives to another but assumes
the best motives for the other person’s actions. True love
Unselfish does not harbor evil thoughts. Itis not suspicious of what

the other person is trying to do. Neither does it remem-

Love is not selfish. It does not seek its own good ber injuries. It does not take into account the wrong suf-
insist on its own rights. Paul wrote: “Let this mind be ifered. It does not brood over wrong. It bears no malice
you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). We as@ed is not resentful. That is love.
to reckon ourselves dead to the self-nature. For this veryLove believes all things. It does not do things that
reason, we will not insist on our own way. Self-seekivgll destroy trustful fellowship among believers or indi-
and selfishness are the basis of all evil actions, but loxduals. It has confidence in others and does not stand in
does not seek even that which is its own. It not ontyitical and unkind judgment, attributing to others faults
gives up its rights but also fails to even seek those righitat may not be there or may be exaggerated. It appreci-
The Bible asks, “Seekest thou great things for thyself&fes the good it finds in others and takes the kindest pos-
And the admonition is, “Seek them not” (Jer. 45:5). sible view toward what they are doing. It is the very

Greatness lies in unselfish love, not in things. It @pposite of slander and gossip and the smearing of char-
more difficult to give up rights we have sought. So it &cter so prevalent at times, even among Christians.
better that we do not seek them to begin with. Happiness

46



Sincere

Finally, love is sincere. It does not rejoice in iniquity
but rejoices in the truth. This is not only a matter of re-
joicing in what is true with regard to Bible doctrine, but
it means that a person seeks to get to the bottom of the
facts regarding any situation that may arise. It seeks out
truth with humbleness of heart and with unbiased mind.
It does not seek to capitalize on another person’s faults,
nor does it delight in exposing another person’s weak-
nesses. Love covers a multitude of sins (see | Pet. 4:8).
Love is glad when good is done but not when evil is done.

Love does not suspect evil in a person under afflic-
tion. Job provides an illustration. His so-called friends
accused him of harbouring wrong and said this was why
he suffered. This, we know from the Scriptures, was not
the truth. True love never rejoices when judgment falls
on a person for evil-doing but is glad when God shows
mercy. Neither does it excuse sin in one’s own life. True
love enables us to see goodness and evil as the Lord sees
them.

Never Fails

Last of all, love never fails. When all else fails love is
still there. The great fact for the Christian to grasp is that
the love of God has been shed abroad in his heart by the
Holy Spirit.

The opening words of Chapter 14 state that the Chris-
tian is to follow after love and to desire spiritual gifts,
especially the gift of prophecy. These two admonitions
make a fitting conclusion to Chapters 12 and 13. We are
to exercise love in everything. The gifts of the Spirit
without the grace of the Spirit are ineffective in provid-
ing spiritual help to others. Prophecy is the outstanding
gift for ministering to others. It edifies, exhorts and com-
forts, but only as it is administered in love.

We must ask ourselves, “Is this love being practiced
in my life? If not, why not?” If our hearts are not filled
with love, it is because we are not filled, or controlled, by
the Holy Spirit. What we need to do, then, is to surren-
der ourselves entirely to the Spirit of God so that He can
show in and through us this love of Christ. May God
search our hearts and cause us to come to Him in full
obedience to His will and yield ourselves completely to
His control!
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