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Don’t Just Stand There
By J. Allan Petersen

Jesus—An Action Man

It is easy to contemplate things, to talk about challenges, to dream of accomplishment; but the
world salutes only the people who believe enough in something to act. Words come easy, talk is
cheap, thoughts can be beautiful and soothing—but only action gets the job done. And it is what we
do that really talks—not what we say.

One of our biggest problems is that we are long on discussions but short on deeds, long on
promises but short on performance. We are long on feelings but short on doing. We have formed
the deadly habit of talking instead of acting.

Let’s consider the great importance of action-of being an action— person. Good deeds are the
result of good thoughts, but we can have many good thoughts that never produce any good deeds.
Good thoughts are actually no better than good dreams unless they are put into action.

Jesus Christ was an action man. The Gospels do not record the thoughts of Jesus; they tell us
only about His actions—His deeds. But we can know His thoughts by studying His actions. Over
and over Jesus Himself demonstrated that He is an action man. He spent His life on earth doing
things and initiating the right kind of action in every kind of circumstance.

For instance, in John 5:17 Jesus said, “My Father worketh hitherto [up to this point], and I
work.” In other words, Jesus was saying, “I am an action man. My Father has been working all of
these years, these centuries, from back into eternity. Now I am on the earth, and I have the same
Spirit as my Father. Just as my Father has worked and is working now, so I work, and I’m going to
continue to do just that.”

In John 8:29 He said, “I do always those things that please him [My Father].” In other words,
“Every act, every deed, all of My behavior—everything I do pleases God. I’m an action man;God
is pleased with that.”

In Acts 1: 1 Luke mentioned the first account he wrote “about all that Jesus began to do and
teach” during His earthly ministry until His death, resurrection and ascension. The Book of the Acts
is a continuation of “all that Jesus began to do and teach.” All of His acts, all of His deeds in the
Gospels were continued through His disciples into the new era, as recorded in the Book of the Acts.
The disciples became Jesus’ actors, His doers. They continued His ministry of acting; thus, Luke’s
book is not called “The Thoughts of the Apostles.” It is a book of action. The apostles were Jesus’
doers, continuing what He had started and applying to every situation what He had taught them.

Jesus said, “Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me” (v.8). These disciples became Spirit-filled doers—witnesses. In every situation
they were loving, helping, healing, witnessing, preaching-whether it was in a place of worship or
not, in jail or out of jail, on the street comers, from house to house, anywhere, everywhere. They
were Jesus’ doers—they were action men.

These men had lived with Christ for three years. They saw how He felt, the expression of His
thoughts and how He prayed, and they watched Him work. They saw that He was an action man.
And when He ascended, He turned His work over to them.

Acts 10 records some of Peter’s words about Christ: “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the
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devil; for God was with him” (v. 38). Christ’s deeds matched His words. And as Peter spoke of
Jesus, he was saying, “Don’t you remember? He went about doing things—doing good, helping
and healing people. He was God’s action man.”

In James 1 we read these familiar words: “Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man
beholding his natural face in a glass [mirror]: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and
straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso [whoever] looketh into the perfect
law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this
man shall be blessed in his deed” (verses. 22-25).

James said that a person could be a hearer of the Word or a doer of the Word, and if he is only
a hearer, he deceives himself; he does not understand his true condition. But if he is a doer of the
Word and he continues as a doer, as an action man, then he will be blessed in all of his deeds,
throughout his life. So really, we only deceive ourselves when we hear the Word of God but do not
obey it or follow it up with action.

James also said, “Faith, if it hath not works, is dead” (2:17). So without action, faith is mean-
ingless. We can expound about faith with fancy phrases and beautiful sentences, but faith is dem-
onstrated only by our deeds. In Hebrews 11, the “faith chapter,” every time it says that a man or a
woman did something by faith, an action is mentioned. Something was initiated or a new element
was introduced into the situation because of the individual’s faith. There was always action, and it
was action that got the job done.

First John 3:18 states: “Let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.”
Even love is a matter of action. We talk about love— everybody talks about it. We say that we love
people. We like to use the word; we would not dare to omit it from our vocabulary or substitute
anything else. But the Bible says it has to be in action. Love is something you do, not simply
something you think or feel. So we dare not love only in word, repeating the phrases and just trying
to understand the meaning. Love has to be in action, in deed and truth.

Probably the New Testament’s classic passage on action is Matthew 7:24-27. Jesus said, “Who-
soever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man which built
his house upon a rock: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth these
sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house
upon the sand: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.”

This is a very significant passage. Both the wise man and the foolish man, Jesus said, heard
what He said; both heard His Word. They were both aware of what God expected of them, and each
of them was listening. They both built a house, and each had storms, problems and difficulties. But
one stood the test, and the other fell. Jesus said there was only one reason for this—even though
they both heard the Word of God, only one man followed it up with action. One man was a doer, the
other man was just a listener—a hearer—and he was not listening well enough to be motivated to
action. He heard the Word over and over again, but he never followed it up with action.

Jesus said that the wise man built his house on a rock. What is that rock? It is the rock of action.
Jesus said the wise man is the doer—he hears, and he does what he hears; he obeys. Therefore, he
is building on the rock of action. And that is what stabilizes him when any kind of storm comes.
The other person may hear the same truth over and over again, Sunday after Sunday, but he does
nothing about it; he does not initiate any action. Therefore, he is not on a rock but on sand, and
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when the opposing winds—the problems—come, he falls. And Jesus said his fall is great. In other
words, the secret to stability is action. Jesus said that the wise man is the action man, the man who
follows up everything he hears with action.

Many people say they have been Christians for several years. They go to church every Sunday;
they hear sermon after sermon; they even read a little of the Bible themselves every day. But that is
it. They never do anything about it. They never obey what God tells them.

On the other hand, somebody else who has been a Christian only a few months is often com-
pletely different. Everything he reads, he does; everything God says to him, he follows up with
action. And this person is stronger and more stable. When problems come, he stands, and he pleases
God because he is an action person. His house is built on the rock of action.

While I was preparing the material for this booklet, I was reminded that something had come
between me and a friend—a misunderstanding. And as I was trying to study about this matter of
action, I asked myself, “Well, now, what are you going to do—just sit here and think about action?
Are you going to tell other people about action even though you can’t keep your mind on it because
of this misunderstanding with your friend? What are you going to do about it?  How about action?”

It was not until I laid aside everything I was studying about action, went to a telephone, made
two long-distance calls and initiated some action—apologized and made it right—that everything
was all right again, and I could concentrate on this material. I discovered afresh that it is action that
gets the job done. I could have sat there, meditated, prayed, felt sorry for myself, excused it, blamed
my friend and done everything else in the world, but it was only action that took care of the prob-
lem. And when a person obeys the command, he will have the power. That is a fantastic lesson—if
we obey the command, we will have the power we need. Jesus gave the secret—the secret of
happiness— “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them” (John 13:17).

Obedience

When God made us, He gave us intellect—he faculty of knowledge, so that we can know and
understand; He gave us emotion—the ability to feel or to sense; and He gave us a will—the ability
to make choices. Thus, whenever God tells us what He wants us to do—gives us a command—that
command is directed to our will, not to our emotions. And a choice is made by the will. We choose
either to do or not to do what God says.

At times emotion certainly will be a very strong, motivating factor. Sometimes you make deci-
sions because of a strong emotion of fear or self preservation or a desire for pleasure or love. But
many times in life we have to initiate action and do the right thing because of obedience. Even
without any motivating emotion, we must still learn to act.

For instance in Joshua 1:7 God gave Joshua a simple command: “Be thou strong and very
courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant
commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper
whithersoever thou goest.” The command to be strong and courageous occurs four times in this
chapter. This command was directed to Joshua’s will, not to his emotions. It had nothing whatever
to do with his feelings.

Most of us wait until we feel something, and then we act according to the way we feel. We wait
until we are overwhelmed by a certain, positive emotion, then we act out of that emotion and
express it openly. When God spoke to Joshua He was saying, “I know how you feel. I know you’re
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following Moses, and you probably feel insecure, inadequate, inferior, weak, hesitant and fearful. But
be strong and courageous. That’s a command—you act strong. You initiate this strength on the basis of
My promise and My relationship with you. Joshua, you go out and act strong.” That is a command to
the will. The will responds whether or not we obey God, and then the emotions follow after.

In Matthew 5:44, for instance, Jesus said, “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.” That
is a command—love. Love is always a command; it has nothing to do with feelings. Love is some-
thing a person does, an action he initiates, not something he simply feels.

Whether it is love for our marriage partner, for our children or for other people, we usually wait
until we feel a certain way toward them, until we are overwhelmed with a feeling of love and
appreciation for the, before we act that way and express that feeling. God says the pattern should be
just the opposite of this. God says that regardless of how we feel, we are to love them. It is some-
thing we do. Notice these four words: love your enemies, bless them, do good to them, pray for
them. Those are four things we can do. We can love, we can bless, we can do good and we can pray.
We can do all of these things in relation to these people without any emotion. So love is something
we do. We initiate the action regardless of our feelings, and then God makes it a reality.

In Matthew 22:39 Jesus said, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” This is also a com-
mand. Just as we love ourselves, just as we think highly of ourselves, value ourselves, cherish
ourselves, so God says that we are to deliberately, consciously, determinately act in the same way
toward our neighbors. Love—initiate that action, regardless of whether we like them or not. This is
one of our problems. How can we love people if we do not like them? As we have said, it has
nothing to do with how we feel. It has to do with what God says. When we initiate the right action,
the feelings can change, and we can like them as well as love them.

Jesus once went into the synagogue and encountered a man with a withered hand (see Mark 3).
The first thing Jesus said to the man was “Stand forth” (v. 3). The next thing He said to the man was
“Stretch forth thine hand” (v. 5). It had been withered perhaps for years, shriveled and useless at his
side. The man could have held it and said, “No! I can’t! How can I stretch it forth? If I could have,
I would have. And here You are asking me to do the one thing I cannot do.” But Jesus said, “Stretch
forth thine hand” (v. 5).

So it is a matter of our will and of whether we are going to respond to that and say, “All right.
It God says it, I’m going to do it, regardless of how I feel.” When we begin to respond in this way,
we will be given the ability and the right emotion.

So the man stretched out his hand—he did the one thing he could not do before—and his hand
was healed. Then he began to praise and thank God and Jesus Christ. His emotion was controlled
by his action.

The fifth chapter of John tells of a man on a bed at the Bethesda Pool. He had been there for 38
years, ill. Many other people had been healed and had gone away. But there he was after 38 years
on a bed by that pool, discouraged, hopeless, with a failure attitude. Jesus came along, and what did
He say? He gave him a sharp, three-fold command: “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk” (v. 8). All
three of those commands call for action. He did not say, “How do you feel? What is your emotion?
Do you feel good today? Is this the day for you, do you think? Are your feelings such that they’re
going to motivate you to do what I tell you?” No, Jesus was saying, “Just do it, regardless of how
you feel or of how negative your feelings may be. If you will obey the command, you will have the
power. So rise, take up your bed and walk.”

Now ask yourself this: Do you believe that God tells people to do what they cannot do and then
blames them for not doing it? A lot of people secretly believe that the Bible is filled with commands
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that we actually cannot fulfill and that God knows we cannot do them. But God is not like that; He
is not a policeman waiting in the dark to get even with us. He is not a secret agent trying to figure
out any little way He can to trap us in something. No God is good. And when Jesus told this man to
rise, it meant that the man could immediately rise if he would.

If Jesus had said to the man, “Rise,” but he did not rise, it would not have been because he
could not rise but because he would not, and that is disobedience. Whenever a command, or truth,
is given, we have to make a choice, and we make that choice in the area of the will. So if the man
had thought, “Well, I don’t feel like this today. This is not the right day of the week for me, and I
don’t know if that man means what he says. I just don’t have the strength anyway. I’ve had a bad
night, and I just ache all over,” he would never have done it. But the moment he said “I will obey”
and began in his mind and heart to do it, he was able to do it. God provides the power for whatever
He commands; underscore that fact, and mark it clearly in your mind.

Our tendency is to sit around weeping and excusing ourselves, blaming somebody else and
filling our minds with thoughts of self-pit. We feel sorry for ourselves and try to explain why we are
in a particular situation. Some counselor may tell us it is because of our mother or our father—they
failed to bring us up right when we were children. So we go through life blaming our parents for all
that we are, and we never do what He commands us to do. We never initiate the action or introduce
the new element of faith into a situation that will absolutely change the situation, ourselves and our
feelings in the process. So the only thing that constitutes obedience is action.

Jesus said to the man, “Rise.” He was telling the man to do the one thing he could not do. That
often happens. A person may be struggling with an opportunity. He believes in his heart that God
wants him to do a certain thing, but he has always said, “I can’t!” As long as he is occupied with his
inability, he will always be unable. As long as he is occupied with his failure, he will always fail. As
long as he is occupied with his weakness, he will always be weak.

We say, “I can’t. I’ve tried it before, but I have this habit that bothers me. I’m a slave to this
little habit, and I don’t know what to do about it. It’s the one thing I can’t get victory over.” But then
the Lord says, “Do the one thing you can’t do, and do it because I tell you to do it. The very fact that
I tell you to do it means that you can do it if you will. Now do it.” The moment we begin to obey, we
will be free, we will be liberated and we will have the power to accomplish what He wants.

Or we may say it this way: “I tried it before—I went to my pastor and talked to him, and he
couldn’t help me. He didn’t have the right advice.” Or, “I went to a marriage counselor, and he
didn’t know what to do for me.” Or, “I went to a psychologist, and he couldn’t help me.” Or, “I
went to a psychiatrist, and he couldn’t help me.” Or, I talked to my neighbor, and she didn’t know
what was wrong.” Or, “I went forward in a church meeting, made a decision and joined the church,
but that didn’t help me.” Finally, we may say, I’ve come to the conclusion that it’s all right for other
people; they can be successful, God can help them, but He can’t do it for me.”

Some people have committed themselves to that kind of position. But Jesus said, “Rise—do
what you cannot do because I have told you to do it.” The minute you say in your heart, “By the
grace of God I’m going to do it,” you will be able to do it.”

Jesus also said, “Take up thy bed” (v. 8). In other words, He wanted the man to make no
provision for the relapse. We, too, should bum all the bridges behind us, make a clean sweep and
allow no way to retreat. “Take up thy bed.” The bed had carried the man for 38 years; now he was
to carry the bed. He was not going back to bed anymore. He was going to walk. “Rise, take up thy
bed, and walk.” He was going to initiate some action; therefore, he did not need a bed anymore.

Many of us spend our entire lives getting in and out of “bed,” so to speak. We are defeated by
some action, habit, practice, indulgence or attitude. Then when God deals with us, we get a little
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stirred and excited, and we say, “All right, Lord, maybe I ought to do that.” That lasts for about a
week, and then we go back to bed again-back to the same thing. Then a little bit later on, a special
meeting, a broadcast or something we read gets us stirred up and excited again, and we start getting
out of bed. But a week or two later we go right back to bed. Jesus told the man to walk. Do not
expect to be carried—you have to walk.

So the command of Jesus is to “rise, take up thy bed, and walk”; and the only way for us to
obey is through action—not just words, prayers and meditation but action. We must actually do the
thing that He told us to do. And remember, when you obey the command, you will have the power.
God will give you the power, and you will accomplish everything He wants when you obey Him
and become an action person.

Action Controls Emotion

Emotions that are not immediately subject to our thoughts are subject to our actions. In other
words, we must never wait until we feel a certain way before we act. We must act in the right way,
and then we will feel right; our actions will control our emotions.

Jesus said, “When ye stand praying, forgive” (Mark 11:25). That is a clear, simple statement,
and it is a strong command. It has nothing to with whether or not we feel like it, whether or not we
are overwhelmed with feelings of forgiveness.

I was struggling at one time about forgiving someone. I read this verse and realized that is a
command—it had nothing to do with how I felt toward that person. God simply said, You forgive.”
As I stood alone in my office with the door closed, I said out loud to God, “Lord, I forgive him.” I
mentioned him by name, saying, “I forgive him; I forgive him; I forgive him.” And as I initiated the
action, without any feeling, it was not long until I discovered that God had really taken me at my
word. He had done something in me, and my feelings toward that man changed. But I first initiated
the action, and the feelings followed.

There is another example of this in Ephesians 5:20. Paul said, “Giving thanks always for all
things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Very simple—give thanks
always for all things. Here is where we separate the men from the boys. Ibis is a command: Give
thanks always for all things. It does not say you are to feel thankful, it says you are to give thanks.

Anyone can give thanks, regardless of how they feel. Anyone can say thank you. A little child
can get up from the table after a meal and say thank you. That does not mean that he has great, deep
feelings of thanksgiving and that he can hardly stand it because he is just overflowing with thanks-
giving. But he is doing the right thing; he has learned to say thank you. That is what God says—
“Giving thanks always for all things.”

Is there anything in your life that you are not thanking God for right now? Any problem? Any
difficulty? Any relationship? You might say, “I don’t feel thankful, and I don’t feel right toward that
person.”

I remember, some time ago, when I was struggling with this matter. I was facing a very serious
problem—a crisis worse than any I had faced in my entire life—and I did not know what to do. I
had prayed until I did not know how to pray about it anymore. I had talked to people and asked for
their advice until I was so confused, I did not know which way to go. The more I prayed, the darker
it got and the higher the walls got around me. There seemed to be no way out and no ray of light. I
did not know what to do, and I actually became frightened. Normally, a few problems do not bother
me and a little pressure does not inundate me; but this time I became frightened.
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I was trying to sleep one night, completely exhausted, but I could not sleep. It seemed as if my
mind were turning around like a motor—it was going round and round over this problem, but I
could not do anything about it. I could not control it; I could not direct it. Every thought was
concentrated on the problem and how impossible it was. Suddenly this thought came to my mind:
You are losing your mind, right here in your own bedroom! You have counseled with hundreds of
other people about emotional and mental problems, and you have heard them say that they could
not control their thinking and that it had finally got the best of them. Now it’s happening to you
tonight in your own bedroom!

But the Lord was very gracious and kind. He reminded me of the verse that I am reminding you
of: “Giving thanks always for all things” (Eph. 5:20). The Lord seemed to say to me, “You believe
the Bible, but you don’t practice it.” “Oh,” I said, “I do, Lord—I want to do the right thing.” “But
you’ve never done what I’ve told you to do-you’ve never thanked Me for all your problems. You’ve
never thanked Me for this crisis, for every part of it. You’ve prayed, begged, pleaded and worried,
but you’ve never thanked Me.” And I said, “Lord, I don’t feel thankful—I don’t see anything in this
thing to be thankful about.”

Then I was reminded that the Bible did not command that I feel thankful. It simply instructed
me to give thanks. Then I thought, Well, I can do that—I can say the words; but, Lord, I don’t feel
it. So I said, “All right, here it is. Lord, I thank You.” I actually felt foolish saying those words,
because I did not really mean them—I did not feel them, and they did not come out of my heart.

As I obeyed and thanked God, initiating the action, I fell asleep like a baby, and the next
morning I awakened a new man. When I jumped out of bed, I was overwhelmed with a sense of
thanksgiving! But the action had to come first. The cold, deliberate action changed my emotions
and made me feel thankful. And then I saw God take that impossible situation, turn it completely
around and work the greatest miracle I had ever seen Him work.

In the matter of the body’s strength and health—the physical realm—you have probably expe-
rienced this—your body is tired, your mind is weary, you cannot think, you cannot concentrate and
you are going in circles. I have experienced this many times when I have had a lot of pressure and
responsibility and many deadlines. But I have discovered that when my body is weary and ex-
hausted and my mind is just completely bushed, if I get some physical exercise, I feel much better.
I run, jog or play some game at the YMCA, and the physical action changes my emotions. When
the action is finished, I feel as if I am on cloud nine and can get back to my work-I feel entirely
different. A person’s actions control his emotions.

In the matter of marriage and the family, the Bible says a man should love his wife. In fact, three
times in the New Testament, God commands the man to love his wife. But not once does God
command the woman to love her husband. Of course, the Bible teaches that the woman ought to
love her husband, but in no place is the woman expressly commanded to love her husband as the
man is commanded to love his wife. God commanded, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ
also loved the church, and gave himself for if’ (Eph. 5:25), “Let every one of you in particular so
love his wife even as himself’ (v. 33) and “Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against
them” (Col. 3:19). He also said, “So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies” (Eph. 5:28).

This has nothing to do with how a person feels toward his wife—nothing whatsoever. He may
be on the verge of divorce. He may be in the midst of a big battle. But it has nothing to do with how
he feels; it concerns his actions. Love is something a person does, something he says, an action he
initiates, a new element he introduces into the situation. And that begins to change the situation.

Most men wait until they feel a great sense of love for their wives, and then they act the way
they feel—they act out of their emotions. The Bible teaches just the opposite—if a person will do
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the right thing, say the right thing and act in the right way, he will feel the love that he needs for that
person.

I remember one evening when I came home from my office for supper, completely exhausted,
and I said, “Honey, I have to go back and work half the night. I can only stay for just a quick little
bite of supper, and then I have to get back. I’m sorry, but…”   So I hurried, and my wife gave me a
little sandwich. We ate together with hardly a word. I was thinking all the time, preoccupied with
all that I had to do—the long distance call, the deadlines, all the responsibilities. As I hurried up
from the table, getting ready to leave, this little thought (I am sure it was from God) came to me:
Why don’t you stop and say thank you to your wife and tell her you love here before you go? And
I thought, I don’t feel like it. I’ll do it later when I come back. I’m not thinking of my wife right
now; I’m thinking about all my work and responsibilities. I’ll wait until I come home tonight, and
then I’ll tell her, after I’ve done all my work and it’s off my mind.

But the thought persisted. It wouldn’t take very long. It would only take a minute. You can take
a minute or two to just tell her you appreciate her and to do the right thing, regardless of how you
feel. Tell her you love her. And so I thought, All right, I know that’s true. I know that’s what the
Bible says, and ought to practice what I preach.

So I turned around without any feeling and grabbed my wife, looked her in the eyes and said,
“You know, Honey, I want to thank you. I want to thank you for loving me and for being so
cooperative. And I want to tell you something—I love you. I think you’re the greatest thing in the
world—I love you.” Then I threw my arms around her and gave her a big kiss. And do you know
what happened? I almost forgot my work at the office. My emotions were changed. My action
controlled my emotion.

Here is another key thought: Action gives insight. Jesus said, “If any man will to do his will, he
shall know” (John 7:17). So doing precedes knowing. Only by doing—by action—will we know
the reasons. Obedience precedes understanding. There is commitment first, then the reward of
knowing. This is the opposite of all we have learned in life. We want to know first. We want to
understand, we want to consider everything first and then act on the basis of that understanding. We
are just like our children—we tell them to do something, and they say, “Why? Give me ten good
reasons, and if I like them all, I’ll do it.” But with God, things are just the opposite of that. Jesus
said, “If any man will to do ... he will know.” So if we do what He says, if we initiate the action, we
will understand all that He says.

We think that the more we read, the more we are exposed to information, the more we are going
to do. But that is not necessarily true—it is action that gives insight. A person learns from what he
does. That is the way we learn to drive a car. We can read the manual and memorize it, but we learn
to handle a car only by driving it and making a few mistakes; that is the way we learn. And once we
have those learning experiences, we never forget them. So here is the principle which has revolu-
tionized my life: A person must act himself into a new way of feeling; he must not try to feel
himself into a new way of acting.

“Mr. Petersen, are you saying that I should act the way I don’t feel? That’s hypocrisy!” No, it
does not need to be hypocrisy—that depends on one’s motives. If his motive is to deceive someone,
that is hypocrisy. But if his motive is to obey God, then it is faith. Thus, he acts the way he wants to
be—like the kind of man or woman he or she wants to be—and God will make it so. Remember, if
a person obeys the command, he will have the power. That is the principle of action. When a person
obeys God, God will come through with everything He has promised, and He will make it a reality.
May He make every Christian an action person, as Jesus Christ was.
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Your Reactions are Showing
By J. Allan Petersen

Chapter 1
Revealing and

Ruinous Reactions

Much of our Christian teaching has been occupied with right actions. We have been taught: “Do
this, for it is right; but don’t do that, because it is wrong.” Right actions are important The Bible
speaks clearly concerning right things and wrong things. God’s Word, though it is not a book of
negatives, does declare that certain actions are evil in themselves. From these we must refrain.

The Bible also gives us commissions and commands. We are just as obligated to obey God in
those as we are to refrain from what He has forbidden. We all know that wrong actions can be
ruinous. They can adversely affect one’s personality and bring defeat into his life. But do we realize
that wrong reactions can hurt us as much as wrong actions—perhaps even more so? What is more,
wrong reactions can be found in people whose actions on the surface are correct and proper. A
person who prides himself on his right actions might truthfully say, “I don’t lie, I don’t cheat, I
don’t swear, I don’t get drunk, I don’t commit adultery.” His actions are correct and proper, yet he
may be utterly defeated by his wrong reactions to life’s situations and other people’s actions.

We may at any given moment pride ourselves on right actions and yet be reacting with jealousy,
or resentment, or anger, or hatred, or fear or self-pity. To react in one or several of these ways when
things do not please us will be very harmful to us.

Were a person to watch my actions, he would not really know me. My actions would not reveal
to him what I really am, because my actions might be planned and practiced for his benefit. But it
is our reactions—our spontaneous, unconscious, unscheduled reactions— that reveal what we re-
ally are.

For instance, a child is playing all alone in his playpen enjoying his toys. As we observe him,
we think, “He is a happy and contented child.” Actually, we do not know anything about him by
watching him under these circumstances. But bring another small child into that playpen and let
him reach out for one of those toys, and we may see a radical change in the first child. We may see
a reaction of anger expressed by a scream of resentment. Selfishness comes to the surface and the
reaction reveals what is in the heart of the child. It is not so much our actions that reveal what we
are but our unplanned reactions.

What are our car-driving reactions? How do we react as we move around in traffic? Some
persons keep up a steady stream of comment and advice concerning each driver they meet on the
road. If someone makes a mistake in traffic, it bothers them so that they react strongly—sometimes
even expressing themselves forcefully.

Just a short time ago I saw a man roll down his car window and yell at another driver. Here was
a decided reaction, and the reaction revealed what was inside the man.

A young person goes off to college where he is exposed to some knowledge and education.
Then, when he returns home, he looks down on people who have not had this privilege. His reac-
tion to his education reveals the kind of person he really is.
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Consider some basic factors concerning our reactions—factors which show us how to under-
stand our reactions and what to do about them. First of all, we need to know that in a nonchristian
world we are going to be treated in unchristian ways. There will be unchristian actions. It is not
difficult to have Christian reactions when things are pleasant and favorable. But when we are treated
in unchristian ways, it is easy to have unchristian reactions. The Apostle Peter warned that certain
people may speak evil of any who turn to Christ and run no longer with their former companions to
the same excess of riot. The Apostle John said in I John 3:13, “Marvel not, my brethren, if the world
hate you.” And our Lord said in John 15:18, “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before
it hated you.”

What do men find to criticize in Jesus Christ? How could there be unchristian actions toward
Christ when His every thought was love and virtually every act was kindness? Yet, He was severely
criticized. At times He was bitterly resented; at other times He was openly hated. His reactions to
such unchristian treatment, of course, were pure and holy. But since He was mistreated, it should
come as no surprise to us who are sinners by nature if we are treated in unchristian ways. We ought
never to be shocked at any treatment we receive from anyone. Let us mark that down. It should
come as no surprise to us when people are selfish in dealing with us or when they are unkind,
critical or resentful.

I think we often play the game of life in a reverse manner. We are always shocked by what
happens to us and are unprepared for it. If we believed the Bible, we would know that we will be
treated in unchristian ways. We would also know what our reactions should be. We would be pre-
pared and strengthened by our Lord ahead of time, so that our reactions would be right, positive,
mature and spiritual.

Our Lord himself was filled with the Spirit; then He was led into the wilderness to be tempted
by the Devil. There was both a strengthening and a preparation ahead of time for the temptation that
was certain to come. Then, when the temptation did come, His reactions were positive. He did not
waver. His reactions were strong. They were mature and spiritual. He was prepared ahead of time.

Most of Christ’s ill treatment came from religious people. That is something to remember. Have
we not found this to be true also? Religious people and even Christian people can be unkind,
unethical, critical, dishonest, quarrelsome and bitter. Thus we know what actions may be expected.

The questions we need to ask ourselves are such as these: Do we know what our reaction should
be? Are we prepared ahead of time for the actions we know are coming So that we will react as
Christ wants us to react?

This brings us to the second factor concerning reactions. Do we realize that our reactions reveal
our true selves? I cannot react in any manner contrary to what I really am. My nature is revealed by
my reactions. The Prophet Jeremiah states, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked” (Jer. 17:9). Isaiah said, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to
his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). God says that we must
see our basic nature is deceitful and selfish. We are a self-centered people. We want our own way.
Since this is our natural tendency, this is what will be revealed by our reactions. It is always easy to
say, and we will either say it or think it when we react in an unkind, unchristian manner, “Well, you
know, it is really not like me to act in that way.” Or we might say, “Don’t judge me by that isolated
instance, I am really better than I appear to be; that is really not a true expression of my character.”

Have you ever felt that way? Of course you have and so have I. The opposite is true, however,
for our reactions reveal what we really are inside.

Suppose we take a tea bag and drop it into a cup of hot water. As we watch it we will see a dark
brown color flow from that bag until the entire cup of hot water is dark brown. How foolish to look
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at that color and say, “I know it looks dark brown, and everyone would think it was dark brown, but
I won’t believe it. I would rather say that it is a beautiful shade of pink, even though I know it is not.”

And how foolish to take a lemon, squeeze it and declare that the sour juice squeezed from it was
sweet—even though we knew it was not. Honesty would demand we admit the juice to be sour. So
does personal honesty demand that we admit what we really are.

Have we ever been in “hot water”? Have we been in hot water with a husband? Or wife? Or
children? Or relatives? How did we react? How did we respond? Like the dark-brown color that
comes from the tea bag, something unchristian shows up in our reactions. We cannot blame some-
one else for putting that into us. The truth is, he or she merely brought out what was dominant in us
at that moment. The hot water did not put the color in the tea bag. It brought the color out. Squeez-
ing a lemon does not make the juice bitter or sour. So this is what our reactions do. They reveal what
is already in us.

When we react in the wrong way to something or some person, we confirm what our Lord said
in Mark 7:20-23: “That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. For from within, out of
the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness,
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all these evil things
come from within, and defile the man.”

That is why we cannot blame the pressure built up by a problem for the way we react. We can
never honestly blame the difficulty for the wrong things we say or do. God says that the situation
does not put these things into us, it merely brings out what is already in our nature.

This is one of the secrets of spiritual growth. If God shows me by my reactions that I am a very
critical person, and I admit it to Him and begin to deal with it, then I will grow spiritually. The Spirit
of God will cause me to become a more mature believer. This, however, demands a great amount of
personal honesty.

Chapter 2
Who Controls You?

If we react in the same manner that other persons act toward us, those persons control us. Paul
said in Romans 12:17, “Recompense to no man evil for evil.” He stated the same truth in I
Thessalonians 5:15 where he said, “See that none render evil for evil unto any man.” The same
principle is laid down by Peter: “Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise
blessing” (I Pet. 3:9).

All these passages say the same thing. They tell us not to react the same way people act toward
us. If someone acts toward us in an evil manner, God says we are not to be guilty of reacting in an
evil manner.

Suppose I walk down a street and a stranger comes up to me and without any word or reason
hits me in the face. That, you would agree, is wrong. He is guilty of a wrong action, and by doing it
he reveals his hostility toward me. He ought to make amends for such a wrong action.

But suppose I hit him back? I do to him what he did to me—what is that? A wrong reaction !
That would make me as guilty as he of wrongdoing. My reaction would reveal my hatred toward
him as much as his action revealed his hatred toward me. If this were actually to take place, I would
have to acknowledge that the man controlled me.
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The meeting was for only a moment or two, yet he controlled me by what he did. He hit me; I hit
him back. His action determined my reaction, thus he controlled me. When I reacted in the way he
acted, I was in effect saying to him, “I am just like you. I am no better than you. I am as defeated as
you. I have the same spirit and disposition that moves you. I will do anything you will do.”

Who controls us? How many persons control us? If we react the way others act toward us, they
control us. Someone flares up at us and we flare up in return. That person controlled us. Or some-
body criticizes us and we return the criticism. We have let that person control us. The actions of
others have determined what our reactions will be. When this is the case, we are controlled by
everyone we meet. Is not that a tragedy? We have the life of children of God so that we should be
exhibiting right reactions, yet so often we are controlled by those around us.

As I travel across the country in evangelistic work, I find at times one church group or denomi-
nation saying, “We won’t have anything to do with that other group. Even though we both love the
Lord and are members of the Body of Christ, we are going to scratch them off our list.” Then the
other group responds, “If that is your decision, then we’ll scratch you off our list.” Thus each group
controls the other by their actions and reactions.

One preacher reacts strongly to another preacher and writes a scathing letter to him. The second
preacher then retaliates with a letter of the same kind. Here again, two persons are controlled by
each other. They are both defeated at the same level.

Church business meetings can be very interesting, to say the least. If one person stands up in the
business meeting and says something in anger or bitterness, someone else is likely to respond in the
same way. Angry and bitter words beget angry and bitter words. The person who reacts in that way
is controlled by the person who acted that way in the first place. How many people control us in our
daily experiences?

First Peter 3 deals with family relations. It speaks of a wife and her unsaved husband—how she
is supposed to react toward him. The passage also speaks of a husband’s reactions toward his wife.
It tells him how to deal with her as the weaker vessel.

As a wife, what is your reaction toward your husband? Does he control you? Does his mood
determine what your mood will be? If he is upset do you become upset, proving that he controls
you? If he becomes thoughtless and negligent of you, do you in turn become thoughtless and neg-
ligent of him? Then he controls you.

God wants to enable Christians to always have right actions and reactions. Regardless of what
other people do to us, we have the strength in Christ to act and react in positive, spiritual ways.

One woman said to me not long ago, “My husband absolutely controls me. When he leaves the
house in the morning to go to work, he says the one thing that he knows will upset me. He controls
me by this one sentence. Whenever he doesn’t want to face something himself, he’ll just say this to
me and it upsets me all day long. What shall I do?”

I told her, “Your husband is wrong for his action; but you are wrong for your reaction. His
action makes him guilty; your reaction makes you guilty. You cannot wait for your husband to say,
‘Well, I’ll change my action.’ You must draw strength from Christ so that you can change your
reaction even though your husband does not change his action. You dare not live under the control
of anyone else but Jesus Christ.”

Husband, does your wife control you? Does her attitude some mornings decide what your
attitude will be? Does her wrong action determine your equally wrong reaction so that you decide
your conduct by what she has done? If so, she controls you.

I have seen little children control their parents. If it were not so sad it would be humorous. I
remember in one home that a little five-year-old boy became angry with one of his parents. He spat
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out a word of anger. What did the parent do? Exactly what the boy did—spat out an angry word.
The child controlled the parent. The child determined by his action what the parent was going to do.

It did not end there. The child became angrier and raised his voice and said something a little bit
stronger. And the parent? He also raised his voice and said something stronger. An adult was con-
trolled
by a child.

Finally the little fellow stamped his tiny foot and declared what he was going to do and what he
was not going to do. What was the parent’s reaction? He brought his big foot down noisily and said,
“No. This is what you are going to do!”  The small child’s actions determined the parent’s reactions.

What a tragedy! The parent had no inner control. He did not know how to speak in a kindly,
Christian way and mean what he said. The child did not learn that when his parents spoke they
meant what they said—even when they spoke kindly.

The Christian must be controlled by Jesus Christ alone. We cannot do this in ourselves. But
under God, through the strength of Christ and controlled by the Spirit, we can initiate right spiritual
reactions regardless of what other people’s actions have been.

The Apostle Paul said that God will enable us to do this. He wrote: “I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). The Lord Jesus Christ can strengthen us to have the
right reactions to whatever actions we face today. Trust Him, believe Him and keep on believing.
God will prove that what He says is true, and He will make us victors in every situation.

Chapter 3
Only Our Reactions

Can Hurt Us

Nothing can hurt us except our reactions. This is a most important fact to grasp.
The Bible says in Romans 8:28: “And we know that all things work together for good to them

that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” This means that it makes no
difference what happens if we really believe that everything God allows in our lives is working for
our good. In that case, whatever happens makes a contribution to our lives. There is a sense in
which we have no enemies. A situation is not our enemy. A problem or difficulty is not an enemy.
No, all of these things work together for our good. All are our friends—provided that we are thank-
ful and have the right reaction to them. If our reaction to what happens is not right, then, of course,
our reaction will hurt us.

I stood by the bedside of a woman who had had 25 operations. In spite of all that medical
science had tried to do for her, she was wasting away. I said to her very kindly, “You surely have
had more than your share of suffering. I don’t know how I might react in your circumstance, but the
truth is that these operations have not hurt you. Even if you had to undergo many more, they still
would not hurt you.”

She looked up at me in amazement and said, “What do you mean, they couldn’t hurt me?”
I answered, “The surgery in itself will not hurt you, but your reaction to your physical problem

may hurt you. If you react with bitterness, that bitterness will harm you.”
She replied, “Yes, I know what you mean. I know what you mean, now.”
Our reactions must be right. The situation that God allows does not hurt us. Instead, it will help

us if our reactions to it are mature and spiritual and proper. Do you think Helen Keller was hurt
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because she was blind? Was Beethoven hurt because he was deaf? Was Thomas Edison hurt be-
cause he only had three months of schooling? Was Job, the Old Testament patriarch, hurt because
he lost what he had?

Was Abraham Lincoln hurt because he was raised in poverty? Was Paul the apostle hurt be-
cause he had a thorn in his flesh? Through it he learned more about the grace of God. The thorn in
his flesh was a blessing to him.

Was John the apostle hurt when he was exiled to the Island of Patmos because of his faith? No,
that did not hurt him. He returned with the Book of the Revelation in his hand. No one can hurt a
man like that! No matter what happens to him, he embraces it and says, “God is using this to make
me a better person, so I am grateful to Him ! “ Because his reactions are right he is helped not hurt.

On the other hand, if our reactions are wrong—if we react with resentment—that resentment will
ruin us. If we react with bitterness, that bitterness will blight us. If we react with self-pity, that self-
pity will defeat us. If we react with anger and hatred, they may result in ulcers or other bodily ills.

How do we react to our home problems? Some have very serious home problems. How have
we reacted to difficulties? To temptations? What our reactions have been will determine if we have
been hurt.

Equally important to this subject is the fact that we are responsible for all our reactions. Our
tendency is to say, “The other person’s actions were so wrong that we cannot be blamed for our
reactions.”

It must be admitted that others are guilty of wrong actions, but the Bible says that we are
responsible for our wrong reactions. In writing to the Thessalonians Paul said, “See that none
render evil for evil” (I Thess. 5:15). In that little word “see” lies our responsibility. The Lord says in
effect, “Take it upon yourself to be responsible for your reactions; make sure that you don’t react
the way other people act toward you.” This is one of our greatest problems. We do not want to take
responsibility. We know that our reactions have been wrong and that they reveal what we really are.
In our hearts we secretly say, “Well, I wish I had not acted that way; and I wish I had not spoken that
way. I am sorry about these things.” But we do not want to take responsibility for them. Yet it is
only when we take responsibility that God will be able to do anything for us.

Psychologists say that anything we are able to envision we are able to accomplish. For instance,
if a businessman says, “I want to accomplish a certain goal in business” and he is able to sit down
and think it through and focus his mind on it—this very fact means that he is able to accomplish it.
If he were not able to accomplish it, he would not be able to set the goal in the first place. This is
spiritually true also. If we are able to see something that is wrong about ourselves, we are able to do
something about it.  We would never be able to recognize the need if we were not able to do some-
thing about it. Everything, however, depends on our desire to see what is wrong and on our willing-
ness to acknowledge our responsibility with regard to it. Without this attitude on our part, God
cannot work on our behalf.

If God shows us something about our reactions, we can never “unsee” it. The persons closest to
us may never know that we saw something of our own needs but God knows this. So we can never
truthfully say to God, “Lord, I did not know. I did not see that I was that way.” We did see, and God
knows that we saw. The only alternatives we have are to hide and try to forget what we have seen or
face it realistically and honestly. If we take the responsibility for our reactions and say, “I want God
to do something about these reactions of mine. I want Him to strengthen me in this area. I do not
want to continue to be guilty of these reactions. I want to grow. I want to mature. I want God to be
glorified in my reactions in life”—then God can help Us. We want other people to take responsibil-
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ity for their actions; we must be as quick to take responsibility for our reactions. If we do not care
to take responsibility, we will remain miserable. We will live in a dream world, thinking we are
what we are not. Only as we take responsibility is there any hope for us.

Now the question arises, How do we take responsibility? How do we settle such matters? First
of all we must admit that we have seen what God is showing us. We must admit that we have seen
what our reactions have revealed about us. If we reacted in a critical manner, we must immediately
admit that we have been critical. No matter what someone else may have done to us, the thing we
want to do is admit our wrong reaction. Furthermore, we must ask the Holy Spirit to make the
matter so real to us that we clearly see what our need is. So the first essential is that we admit we
have seen what our reactions have revealed about us.

In the second place, we must refuse to excuse and defend ourselves To defend ourselves is the
natural tendency of all of us; but our decision must be “I am not going to defend myself, because
someone else has been guilty of wrong actions.” We must admit in very simple honesty (which is not
an easy thing to do) that this is the way we are. We dare not excuse ourselves nor wait for others to
confess their wrong actions first. A wife must not wait for her husband to change his actions before
she changes her reactions. The same goes for the husband. We dare not wait for others to change
their attitudes before we change ours. Since God has shown us what we are, we take the responsibil-
ity and trust the Lord for victory in that particular area, regardless of what anyone else does.

In the third place, we must fully confess our wrong. This does not mean in a casual way: “Oh
Lord, You know I am not perfect, and I could be a little better, so help me to act a little better under
the circumstances.” No! We must confess, “Lord, I have sinned in my reactions; I was critical and
hateful. Lord, I confess that to You and ask You to help me with my reactions.”

God’s wonderful promises are clear. “If we confess our sins”—and wrong reactions are sins—
“he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (I John
1:9) Wonderful ! If we confess, fully, God forgives us.

The Apostle Paul said, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20). This is the heart of it all. Christ lives in me! What kind of life did He live
on earth? What were His reactions? His situations were not always pleasant and advantageous, but
how did He react to people in every situation? His reactions can be our reactions if we really let
Him live in us. It is not a matter of deciding, “I am going to try to be more like Christ; I am going
to try to follow in His steps.” It is far more than that, for Christ lives in us who are Christians.
Therefore, we ourselves are channels through which He can live. We want His reactions to be our
reactions. We know we cannot do it of ourselves. But the Lord who lives within will react in us the
same way He reacted when He was here on the earth. This is the secret. No wonder Paul said, “I can
do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). He is able; He is enough. Let us
trust Him to do this.

Chapter 4
Conspicuous Recognition

Chapters 1-3 have dealt with basic principles regarding our reactions. Now let us examine a
Bible illustration that shows the far-reaching results of right and wrong reactions. This illustration
has to do with the family of Jacob and particularly with his son Joseph.
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The narrative of Joseph in the Book of Genesis is not only familiar to many of us, it is also
fascinating and full of rich and important lessons. It begins in Genesis 37, when Joseph was 17
years of age, taking care of sheep with his older brothers. In verse 3 we find these words: “Now
Israel (Jacob) loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he
made him a coat of many colours.”

Here is the first reaction we want to examine—Jacob’s reaction to Joseph. It is a reaction of
conspicuous recognition showing partiality on Jacob’s part. He had twelve sons but only the two
youngest—Joseph and Benjamin—were born to his favorite wife, Rachel, who died giving birth to
Benjamin. Jacob was 91 years of age when Joseph was born, and his partiality to this boy was
immediate. Jacob, of course, was old enough to be Joseph’s grandfather.  So here was a proud,
doting, affectionate and sentimental old man, undoubtedly spending much time with Joseph, since
by this time the older sons were grown up and working out in the fields. Then, too, Joseph may
have reminded him of his own youth. Or Joseph may have resembled his mother, Rachel. Whatever
the reason was, the fact stands out in bold relief that Jacob loved Joseph more than all his other
children.  Here is undiluted partiality.  The conspicuous recognition Jacob accorded Joseph is the
beginning of a very sad story. Such parental partiality and favoritism is always foolish and evil.
How many family circles have been disrupted because of this common sin. How many individuals
have been marred for life because they grew up in an atmosphere of favoritism. Not only was Jacob
foolish in being partial, but he was still more foolish in the way he showed it. He did not try to hide
it. He made this boy a coat of many colors, actually a long-sleeved garment that showed Jacob
intended to transfer the rights of the firstborn to Joseph. So as far as the older brothers were con-
cerned, Joseph was supplanting them. Jacob’s partiality and favoritism was proof of this.

Jacob himself was reared in a home where partiality was shown. He was his mother’s pet.
Together, they conspired to deceive his father, Isaac, and Jacob’s older brother, Esau. It seems that
partiality must be the sin we are afraid to mention. In all of my years of attending church I have
never heard a sermon on partiality. Yet think how much favoritism there is in business. Someone is
preferred because he “butters up” the boss, or “shines his shoes.” Or a person is promoted, but not
for his business merits. This is partly the reason for the saying “It’s not what you know but whom
you know that really counts.”

How about partiality in the church? Someone may be elected to an office or position because of
family connections. There are many churches across our land that are controlled by a family clique
and where persons are honored because of their relatives. They are honored perhaps because of their
financial contributions, while others of lesser means are ignored. Some persons are pushed and
promoted, not because of their spiritual qualifications or abilities, but because they know the right
people. They shake the right hands. They are careful to vote on the right side. Thus a whole church
may be controlled by partiality. What a tragedy!

Listen to what James writes in his epistle: “Dear Brothers, how can you claim that you belong
to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, if you show favoritism to rich people and look down on
poor people? If a man comes into your church dressed in expensive clothes and with valuable gold
rings on his fingers, and at the same moment another man comes in who is poor and dressed in
threadbare clothes, and you make a lot of fuss over the rich man and give him the best seat in the
house and say to the poor man, ‘You can stand over there if you like, or else sit on the floor’—
well…you are guided by wrong motives” (James 2:14). “If ye have respect [prejudice or favorit-
ism] to persons, ye commit sin” (v. 9). These are strong and pointed words regarding this very
common sin!
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Partiality, of course, does its deadliest work in home and family relations. It is always disas-
trous when a child suspects that his parent is not fair. A favorite child is likely to become smug and
complacent, while the less favored one tends to become discouraged and morose. Never in a home
and family should comparisons be made concerning the children. Yet, many of us parents are guilty
of comparing one with another, and one child’s accomplishments with another’s lack of accom-
plishments. Nothing so destroys initiative and encourages a feeling of inferiority in an individual as
comparing him unfavorably with someone else.

In fact, the Bible says we should never compare ourselves with others, because this is not wise.
Neither then should we ever compare our children with other children in the family or outside the
family. How often one child is recognized for accomplishment but another is neglected. One child is
shown affection but another is overlooked. One child is complimented while another child is criti-
cized. One child is disciplined while another is allowed to run wild. Each child has certain strengths
of character. Each one excels in some area. And each child must receive unconditional love.

A parent should not state he or she loves a child because the child’s behaviour is good. Yet so
often we hear, “If you are not a good boy, Mother will not love you.” A child must have uncondi-
tional love. A parent should not love a child simply because the child makes the parent feel good by
what he does. This is making a child responsible for an adult’s happiness. A child dare not be
neglected by his mother because he has some undesirable trait that her own husband may have or
because the child reminds her of a relative whom she does not like. A child must be loved for his
own sake. His own God-given personality should be developed impartially. This is what helps
make parenthood such a creative opportunities because each child is different.

I have noticed that each of my own boys is different. Yet each must be loved. Each one has a
soul and a life to be used for God. Each one demands personal and particular understanding. What
a wonderful challenge to be a parent in these days !

Visit a prison and ask the prisoners how many of them grew up in a home where they felt that
they were the black sheep of the family. You will be amazed at their answers. Some prisoners have
this motto tattooed on their bodies: “Born to lose.” In other words, their whole life has been a life of
feeling inferior, unwanted and worthless, often because of neglect or partiality in the home.

We learned that after the Korean War, 21 GI’s went over to the enemy. They decided to surrender
their American citizenship and defect to Communism. A study of these men and their backgrounds
revealed that 19 of them had felt unloved and unwanted by their father or their stepfather at home.
Nineteen of the 21 had come out of homes where they felt unloved and unwanted. Sixteen of these
had withdrawn into themselves. Eighteen of the 21 took no part in any school activities or sports, and
only one of the 21 was ever chosen by his classmates for anything. How revealing this study is. It
shows us that there was a basic failure at home as far as all these young men were concerned. They
were not given the impartial and the unconditional love and encouragement that they needed from
their parents. So family failure is a basic failure, and it shows itself in other areas of life.

Sin first came into the home. Sin first showed its ugly head at the home and family level—
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. It is at the home level that the Devil does his deadliest work.
If he can defeat us at home, he has defeated us all along the line. If he can defeat our children at
home, he will defeat them in every area of life. This is why we must be so careful of our reactions
to our children at home. We must never be guilty of reacting toward one by giving him conspicuous
recognition and thereby downgrading the others.

Jacob’s reaction was wrong. Parental partiality is always wrong. That we must never forget.
I talked some time ago with a young lady in a midwestern state. She told me through her



19

blinding tears how she was raised in a home of favoritism and partiality. She said, “My sister was
better looking than me. Her hair was prettier than mine. She looked better in every way and had
more ability and more boyfriends. She had a more active social life. Everybody recognized her.
Visitors would come to our home and remark about my sister, but I was neglected and forgotten.”

Finally she said, “I have done so many strange and awful things— just to get attention.” She
added, “I have tried everything. I have committed many sins just to get some kind of attention from
boys and from other people.”

We say, “Well, what a tragedy!”
Yes, but whose fault is this? We cannot blame the girl entirely. Her parents share the greater

blame because of their favoritism and partiality. They did not teach this girl that she was important
and that she was valuable to God, to them and to the world. They did not teach her to know that she
had a contribution to make that her sister could never make.

Yes, Jacob was wrong in showing parental partiality. And we must be careful to see that our
reaction is not as his was, or our children will suffer, and God’s plan for them may be thwarted.

Chapter 5
Consequences of

Partiality

In the preceding chapter we saw from Genesis 37 that Jacob reacted to Joseph by giving him
conspicuous recognition. This was a reaction of partiality. We will now consider some of the con-
sequences of that partiality.

Jacob’s sons reacted with hostility to his reaction to Joseph. This is understandable when we
know human nature as the Bible shows it to be. Whenever someone is favored in a family, the other
members of the family react—usually with opposition to the one favored Joseph’s brothers reacted
against him with cruel rejection.

“And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated
him, and could not speak peaceably unto him. And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his
brethren: and they hated him yet the more” (Gen. 37:4,5). In verse 11 we learn that they envied him;
and verse 18 tells us that they conspired against him to kill him.

The events followed each other rapidly. Jacob was partial to his son Joseph and loved him more
than all his other sons. When the brothers saw this, they turned on Joseph with hatred and hostility.
Then, to make matters worse, Joseph recounted a dream God had given him. He said to his broth-
ers, in effect, “I had a dream in which God showed me that someday I would rule over you, and that
you would bow the knee to me.”

Joseph may have been unwise in relating this dream, but his motives were not wrong. He was
not seeking to exalt himself. But his telling it only added to the hostility that was building up in the
hearts of his brothers. This, remember, was in addition to the fact that his father had given him a
coat that signified Jacob’s special affection for him.

No wonder they hated Joseph when they saw him wearing his special coat. But this was not all.
He had also brought home a report of the evil actions of his older brothers. It is not hard to see why
they built up resentment and hatred in their hearts toward him.

So their reaction was one of cruel rejection. Rejection is the natural reaction to partiality. The
one favored becomes the one hated. Hostility springs from envy and jealousy. This shows the folly
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and the evil of parental favoritism. It provoked hatred in Jacob’s family where there should have
been love. And it was this hatred that made the brothers decide, “We’ll take care of him!”

As the narrative progresses, we learn that Joseph was sent out to see his brothers as they were
taking care of the sheep. They made him prisoner and were going to kill him, but they put him down
into a pit instead. Ultimately they sold him as a slave to some traders who were going down to
Egypt. No doubt, their thinking was something like this: “It serves him right. He shouldn’t have the
coat anyway. We’ll rip it off him. He’s the boy that said he’s going to be exalted above us. We’ll
show him. We’ll put him beneath us. He’s the one who told tales about us. We’ll take care of him for
good. We’ll put a little common sense and reality into his head.”

Resentful and bitter, and like any of us guilty of wrongdoing, the brothers did not find it hard to
justify their wicked reactions. They possibly said, “We had reasons for the way we felt. If our father
had not shown such favoritism, and if this boy had not been so foolish, we wouldn’t have acted in
that way. So it really wasn’t our fault; it was their own fault. We had good reason for what we did.”

But we can never justify hatred. We can never justify resentment. There is no way in the world
that we can justify bitterness and hostility. In the case of Joseph’s brothers, these things almost
ended in murder.

We always think that we have reasons for the way we react at times. There may even be other
situations that contribute to our difficulty. But we can never justify a wrong reaction before God. If
I hate someone, that reaction is wrong regardless of how it has been provoked. If I have become
resentful and bitter and unforgiving toward someone, I can never justify that attitude no matter
what that person may have done to provoke me.

I remember many years ago that a well-known man of God and I had a bitter disagreement. We
disagreed on several matters, and he was as strong-willed about them as I was. He told me very
frankly how he felt and what he thought about me. And I told him very frankly how I felt and what
I thought about him.

We were both bitter. We were both resentful. We were both envious. And I went away thinking,
“Well, I have reasons for feeling this way. I can justify my reactions. After all, he started it. He’s
older than I am. He expressed hatred first. And I have good reasons and if he hadn’t done this and
said this, then I wouldn’t have reacted in this way.” Finally God got me to the place where He could
show me this. Then I had to go back to this man and say to him (the hardest thing I have ever had to
do in my life), “I am wrong; my reactions are wrong. Regardless of what anyone else has said or
done, my reactions have been wrong, and I cannot justify them.” Only then was I free. Only then
did I have victory.

To my great surprise this dear man turned to me and said, “And my reactions were wrong, too.
I am also guilty.”

We became fast friends, because we were honest with each other. We did not seek to blame each
other for our reactions, but we faced them honestly and took responsibility for them.

Joseph’s brothers had a reaction of cruel rejection. Maybe we have had such a reaction. Maybe
there has been hatred in our hearts toward someone else. This cannot be justified. Let us confess it
to God and make it right with that other person. Then let us decide that regardless of how anyone
else acts toward us, our reactions are going to be right in the sight of God.

This whole story of Joseph is a series of reactions to reactions. So consider now Joseph’s reac-
tion to the rejection of his brothers. He reacted with creative resignation.

A person’s real character is revealed by his reaction when he has been misunderstood, mis-
treated or hated. If we react in the same way others have reacted—with criticism and hostility, then
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we are no better than they are. And we are as guilty as they. We need to confess our sinful reactions
to God just as much as they need to confess theirs. Our reactions can ruin us as much as their
reactions can ruin them.

If we react by becoming discouraged and fretful, and give in to feelings of inferiority and self-
rejection, we are also being ruined. Any wrong reaction is ruinous. If we react to critics in this way,
we will never succeed, for there will always be critics. There will always be opposition. Often those
who have accomplished the least in life are the first to criticize others. The Bible states very clearly,
“If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength [our faith] is small” (Prov. 24:10). So a real test
lies in how one reacts when there is difficulty. What we do when others reject us and ostracize us
tells the story of what is taking place in our hearts.

Here is what the Bible says about Joseph: “The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous
man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. And his master saw that the Lord was with
him, and that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand” (Gen. 39:2,3).

Joseph was sold into Egypt by his brothers, but he did not become bitter. He did not throw in the
towel and say, “What’s the use? God has left me. God has died.” No. Here was creative resignation.
The Bible says God was with him.

His attitude toward God was still right regardless of what other people had done. He was not
controlled by his critics. God often prepares us for responsibility by permitting opposition and
sometime even rejection.

If we cannot stand the preparations for the job, how could we ever handle the job itself? If we
cannot navigate in a rowboat on a small pond, how could we ever navigate in open, rough water on
a large lake? What if Moses had gone home every time there was opposition? What if Daniel had
turned back every time there was hostility? What if Paul had given up and rejected himself every
time he was rejected? We must decide to take the adverse situation as from God. We must believe
God will help us in it. This is creative resignation.

Joseph didn’t complain, “Why did all this happen to me? Here I am—a slave in Egypt, deceived
by my brothers. Why has God left me this way? Everyone is against me. I must be worthless. I’ll
have to resign to my fate, but I’ve learned from this never to trust people again. Even one’s best
friends can deceive him. If I could just get out of here and get back home!”

No such negative talk! He never whined; he never murmured. His attitude was victorious and
positive: “Here I am. I never dreamed I would be in such a predicament.  But I am here, and it looks
like I’ll be here fur a long time. This was not my choosing. God allowed this. God must have
something in mind for me. I’ll find out what it is. However long I must stay in Egypt, this experi-
ence will further my training and be a stepping-stone in my life. I will do my best and trust God for
the outcome.”

What a man! A man like this cannot be hurt. Everything serves him. Everyone helps him. What
is more, God blesses and prospers him.

Some people always want to go back home. They want out of any new situation that presents
problems and difficulties they do not understand. They want to get back to familiar ground. Actu-
ally they do not want change. They do not want the opportunities that every situation provides to
bring about their maturity. They lack creative resignation. But this was the quality Joseph had. This
must be our reaction in every difficulty.
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Chapter 6
Tested and Exalted

Joseph’s reaction of creative resignation enabled God to prosper him personally in his situation.
It also enabled God to bless and prosper the entire house of Potiphar.  This was because Joseph’s
relationship to God and to his difficulty was right. God prospered the Egyptian and all of his inter-
ests because Joseph had the right attitude. Joseph was God’s channel of blessing in that situation.
This is true today. Husbands and wives will find that their entire home can be blessed if they have
the right relationship to God, the right attitude in their situation, and the right reaction to their
difficulties. They can be the channel of blessing and prosperity to their entire home and family.

This does not mean that if a person is serving the Lord faithfully and honoring Him in his
reactions, there will be no future problems. Joseph’s experience is proof of this. A great temptation
came to him right in the midst of his spiritual prosperity and service. According to Genesis 39:6 he
was “a goodly person and well favoured.” He was not only a handsome young man, he also had an
attractive personality. In addition, he was a man of many talents and abilities. This drew Potiphar’s
wife’s attention to him. She cast her eyes upon him and decided she would entice him to sin.

It is no problem to entice someone who is already living on a low, shallow level. But here was
a man of honesty and integrity; here was a man who had been unusually blessed of God.

Possibly she tried to overcome his scruples by suggesting, “Surely you can have a little fun.
Don’t be so inflexible in your standards. No one will ever know about this. Stolen waters are sweet,
Joseph, and bread eaten in secret places is pleasant.”

Mark keenly the strong reaction of this young man Joseph. What a contrast to this day of so-
called sexual freedom, this time of loose morals, this day of the so called new morality. It was a
reaction of courageous refusal. The Bible says in Genesis 39:8 “But he refused.”? How clear and
simple and strong and definite that is.

Let us learn several important lessons right here about temptation and our meeting it. Number
one: temptation comes to all people—to any person in any land. Here was Joseph, a leader in
Potiphar’s house in charge of all of his possessions, and here was Potiphar’s wife, also a person of
prominence. But whether prominent or lowly, temptation comes to all. Wherever we are, whatever
our position: husband or wife or child or pastor or missionary; whatever the place: in the home or
business or church—temptation comes to all. It knows no strangers. Everyone who is alive is tempted.
If we have a mind with which we think, there will be temptation through that mind. If we have a
body in which we live, there will be temptation through that body. Everyone alive is tempted in this
life and always will be. Temptation is our lifelong companion; therefore, temptation should never
come as a surprise. Everyone is tempted, whatever his situation whatever his station in life, what-
ever his relationship to God. Temptation comes to all. Settle this once and for all.

The second is this: temptation comes during spiritual prosperity and often follows a great vic-
tory. Joseph had been serving the Lord and was busy and prosperous. The Bible says of him that
God’s hand was upon him and God’s hand was upon the entire house because of Joseph. Then, right
in the midst of this prosperity, while he was enjoying the rich blessing of God, this violent tempta-
tion came

We find this principle illustrated all through the Bible. There was Elijah’s great victory at Mount
Carmel. He stood for God in the face of all the opposition from the king and the false prophets of
Baal. Right after this notable victory he gave way to despair and discouragement. He was driven
into the wilderness by a threat from a woman. So, after a great victory on the mountain, there was
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a great temptation in the valley. The same was true after David had killed the giant Goliath. Every-
one was singing David’s praises, and this made Saul jealous. He wanted to kill David. Here again,
right after a God-given victory, a great testing arose for David.

Daniel was exalted to the position of prime minister of Babylon. God honored and blessed him
in every way, even giving him the confidence of the king. Then, right in the midst of this prosperity
and success, he was falsely accused and thrown into the lions’ den. After the victory came the
testing.

In the case of our Lord Jesus Christ—when was His great testing? Right after He was filled
with the Spirit; immediately after the Spirit of God anointed Him for His ministry. It was then that
He was led into the wilderness to be tested of the Devil. The greatest testing followed the greatest
victory.

Paul and Silas saw God working in a tremendous way through their ministry. But right in the
midst of their spiritual success they were beaten, hauled off to prison and left to languish in the
stocks. Spiritual prosperity was followed by serious problems. Mark this fact: The most dangerous
times in our lives can be right after a thrilling spiritual victory.

Third, we must remember that temptation often comes from unexpected sources. The Devil
uses anyone he can in any situation. Joseph minded his own business, and the very person he
should have been able to trust was the one who tried to entice him.

The fourth thing to remember is that temptation is continuous. It is repeated. It is persistent. The
Bible says Potiphar’s wife tempted Joseph one day and he refused. Then she approached him an-
other day, and finally it was a daily enticement. Daily she begged him. She did not let up. Yet daily
he was firm in his refusal. So we must learn that victory over temptation one day does not mean
there will be no temptations the next day. Every day we live we will face temptations of one kind or
another, often the same kind. Temptation will be our lifelong companion. But every day Jesus
Christ can enable us to have the right reaction to stand strong and to courageously refuse.

Consider more closely Joseph’s reaction. In the first place he was simple and firm in his answer.
He said, “No, I cannot do this.” He did not argue with her. He did not discuss the matter. There was
no equivocation, no hesitancy. He did not say, “Well, let’s talk this over and let me try to convince
you that this is not a wise thing to do at this time. Very simply and courageously he refused and
said, “This is wrong.” His reaction was clear and strong on the side of righteousness.

In the second place, this passage in Genesis teaches us that he feared sin, not the temptation. So
many of us Christians have a fatalistic dread of testing. We often think, If I weren’t tested so often,
life would be much easier. But we must never fear trials. We should fear sin only. Testing is a
wonderful blessing. It has many beneficial effects. Were it not for frequent testings our souls would
become weak and lifeless. So we ought to thank God for testings and to fear only sin.

Joseph did not seek temptation nor make provision for it. But when temptation came in the line
of duty and service, he was ready to face it. He considered every temptation a stepping-stone to
victory. He considered every temptation an opportunity to defeat the Devil. Napoleon said, “He
who fears being conquered is sure of defeat.” So Joseph feared sin but not the trial.

In the third place, Joseph knew that sin was against God. So he said to this woman, “How then
can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” (Gen. 39:9). He would have sinned against
his own body. Every act of immorality is against our own body, the Bible says. He would also have
sinned against this woman and against her husband and family. But Joseph knew that sin is prima-
rily and essentially against God. So uncompromisingly he said, “I cannot do this and sin against
God.”
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Fourth, He was determined to be victorious at any cost. Here was a young man who had de-
cided: “I don’t care what happens to me. This woman may lie about me, she may accuse me, I may
lose my position and my reputation and I may be confined to prison.” All these things happened.
But he determined in his heart: “I am going to maintain my integrity. I am not going to jeopardize
my relationship to God. My reaction is going to be clear, strong, and without hesitation for what is
right.”

Consider now Joseph’s reaction to his erring brethren after he was made the prime minister of
Egypt. His brothers came down to Egypt to get corn because there was a famine in the land. They
stood before Joseph but did not recognize him. What was his reaction to  them? How did he respond
in the light of all that they had done to him?

His reaction was one of godly retaliation. He could have thought, Now I am in a position to get
even. I have my brothers just where I want them, and I am going to make them pay for their sins. I
am going to let them know that the dreams I had about my being exalted above them were really
true. This is the fulfillment. I am going to show these men that they cannot do what they did to me
and get by with it. I am going to get my revenge.

No. Not one fleeting thought of this kind seemed to cross his mind. Instead, he said to them,
“God did send me before you to preserve life. So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God:
and he hath made me a father to Pharoah, and lord of all his house” (Gen. 45:5,8). Joseph assured
them that he wanted them near him and urged them to move to Egypt. Forgiveness ! This was his
godly retaliation: forgiveness and love!

Joseph said that their deception was turned by God into good for him. His problems were his
opportunities. His persecutors were unwittingly his friends. Everything that happened to him fur-
thered God’s plans and lifted and strengthened him. He was not hurt, for God brought good out of
evil. God was in it all, so Joseph forgave them and wanted to love and help them.

Joseph counted no man his enemy. He made them his friends, because he had the right reac-
tions. Is this how we react? Joseph was a genuine and mature believer. He experienced the truth of
Romans 8:28 centuries before it was written: “All things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” Joseph believed, as Jesus our Lord later
said, that we are to love our enemies. We do not say that we have no enemies, but we are not their
enemies. We will love them. This is the right reaction. This is gloriously possible as we allow the
Lord to control us,. Let us forgive and love when we are wronged; embrace these as opportunities
for maturity, and God will prosper us increasingly.
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Love is the Answer
by Theodore H. Epp

Chapter 1
Rooted in God’s Love

Christians talk much about revival, and they thank God for the many souls who are being
saved; but the real need for revival is among Christians.  Some Christians are beginning to realize
what true heart revival consists of.  Others, however, are more apathetic than ever.

Before we consider I Corinthians 13, there is a passage in Ephesians which we should examine.
Ephesians 1:15-23 records one of Paul’s two great prayers in this remarkable book.  In this passage
Paul prayed for the Ephesians, that their hearts would be enlightened, that their spiritual eyes would
be opened, that they would come to know the calling of God, the inheritance of Christ in the saints
and the magnificent power in Christ Jesus.

But in Ephesians 3:13-21, the apostle’s second prayer centered on one single word—love.
Two words in the original Greek are translated “love” in the New Testament.  The Greek lan-

guage has three words for love, but only two are used in the Bible.  The word that is not used carries
the meaning of a passionate, sensual type of emotion.

The second word has to do with filial, or family, love—the love that a husband has for his wife
or that a mother has for her children.  This word is found many times in the New Testament.

The third word represents a love which has only God for its source.  It is a love that is absolutely
beyond the comprehension of the natural person.  It is a love which manifests itself in spite of hate,
in spite of persecution, in spite of anything that might try to quench it.

Paul’s Petitions
In Ephesians 3 Paul petitioned God that the Ephesian believers would be rooted and grounded

in this special love.  The world does not speak of love in this way.  It cannot because such love
comes only from God.  The richness of meaning inherent in this word will become apparent as we
pursue our studies, especially in I Corinthians 13, but first notice some of the truths expressed in
Paul’s prayer.

Beginning with verse 16 we find the apostle asked “that he [God the Father] would grant you,
according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man.”
We have just noted that love is the key word.  So why is the Spirit mentioned?  Because the Spirit
is the prerequisite to love.

In this connection Paul said, in effect, “I am praying that He will grant you gifts according to
His riches in glory.”  Can you imagine the great riches of God?  These are not material riches—the
whole universe is His—but the great riches of His mercy, grace, glory and love.  The vastness of
these riches is beyond human comprehension.  Yet Paul prayed “according to the riches of his
glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man? (v. 16).  The Holy Spirit already
lives in us if we are children of God (see Rom. 8).

Man is a triune being.  He has a body, a soul and a spirit.  The body is the visible part of man.
The soul is the moral and emotional life of man.  The spirit is that which is God-owned and God-
possessed when we belong to Him.  So the moment we were born again, the Holy Spirit came to



26

take His place in our spirits, that innermost part of us which is God-conscious.  From there He
exercises His influence on our souls and then on our bodies as we yield to Him.

So Paul prayed that the Ephesian believers might “be strengthened with might by his Spirit in
the inner man” (v. 16).  This inner man referred to is the new man, the spiritual man that is newly
created in Christ Jesus.

The reason Paul prayed that the Ephesian believers would be so strengthened was that “Christ
may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love” may grow (v. 17).
The following translation is a little clearer: “That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and
that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend” (vv. 17,18).

Since Christ already dwells in us through the Holy Spirit by faith, we can expect Him to take
charge of our whole lives.

Faith is of great importance; it is the means by which real love is made possible.  The Christian,
in order to grow, must not only ask God for love and power, but he must come and take.  John 7:37
says, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.”  We must believe and take.  Love, too,
must be appropriated by faith.

Rooted in Love
Our love must be rooted in Him.  When God shed His love into the heart of man, He first poured

it into the heart of Jesus.  His whole love is in Christ.  God would not pour out His love to an evil
heart and expect to spread it to others by that means.

Since believers are united with Christ, God wants us to appropriate by faith from Christ all that
we need.  That love which is in Him will begin working in us, and then through us it will spread to
those around us.  That is what is meant by being rooted and grounded in love.  We are so united to
Christ that we are one with Him.  A tree planted in the ground is united to the ground, since its roots
go all through the ground.  It is solidly rooted and grounded, as a building built on a good founda-
tion.  When a tree is firmly rooted, the winds can blow, but the tree will stand.

That is the picture which God wants us to see—our lives being so deeply rooted in Christ by
faith and then so grounded in Him that the love which God has shed abroad in the heart of Jesus will
permeate our lives.

How God Works in Us
Paul also prayed, “That ye…may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and

length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ” (Eph. 3:17-19).  How can we do that?
Paul also said, “That ye…may be able…to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that
ye might be filled with all the fulness of God (vv. 17-19).  How can we know what is beyond
knowledge?  We can know only as we live in Christ moment by moment.

We do not have to be united again.  If we are children of God, we are already one with Christ.
Let us trust in that fact and send our feelings deep into the heart of Jesus Christ.  By meditation on
the Word of God, by proper use of the quiet hour, we will understand something of the length,
breadth, height and depth of this wonderful love.

The love spoken of in the Book of I Corinthians is a love that is shown to others.  God, by His
very nature, is love.  If we are rooted and grounded in Christ and moment by moment wait on the
Holy Spirit to fill us with Himself, He will fill us with God’s love.  This love will be seen in our
attitude toward others.  This is the love which He says in I Corinthians is the most important thing
in life: “But the greatest of these is charity [love]” (13:13).
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When we begin to realize the character and power of the love of God in our hearts, we will
begin to solve most of our problems.  But someone may object: “I thought you stated that the quiet
hour, the time for devotional life and meditating on the Word, would do that for us.”  Yes, that is
where God does His work in our hearts.  As we meditate on the Word, we will find more and more
of God’s love in us.

Chapter 2
True Love God-Given

The greatest thing in the world is love.  Only love can settle all the strife and contention in our day.
The great love chapter in the Bible is I Corinthians 13.  There the Apostle Paul continued the

discussion of Chapter 12 on the different gifts of the Holy Spirit.  It is highly probable that the
Corinthian Christians were waiting for various types of manifestations as proof that they had the
Holy Spirit.  The 14th chapter covers that subject also.  But the Lord included this wonderful 13th
chapter to show us the real fruit and the true evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit.

All the gifts of the Spirit of God are good and are for spiritual profit.  But such gifts are useless
unless they are administered in love.  Without love they lead only to pride, conceit and self-praise,
and these in turn lead to slandering of others and to telling lies about them.

That is why Paul began this chapter by saying, “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of
angels, and have not charity [love], I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal” (v. 1).
The word translated “charity” is the strongest Greek word for love.  And as we have seen, it is found
only in the Bible in this sense because only God is the real source of this kind of love.

It is not human love.  It is not the kind of love that you and I have for our families.  Sometimes
we see a mother who is wonderfully devoted to her children, or a husband and a wife who are
devoted to each other.  We think that their love cannot be surpassed, but that is still love on the
human level.

There is, however, a love that is divine in its quality: “God so loved the world” (John 3:16).  It
is also the love of God that is shed abroad in our hearts and is known in the Bible as the fruit of the
Spirit.

Proof of the Spirit’s Filling
In Galatians 5:22 this love is presented as part of the proof of the filling of the Holy Spirit.

Have you been filled by the Holy Spirit?  Remember, the evidence of the Holy Spirit is the fruit of
the Spirit, not merely certain gifts.  The gifts are minor.  If these gifts are administered in love, that
constitutes not only a proof of the filling of the Holy Spirit but also a proof of the measure, or
degree, of control which the Holy Spirit exercises over us.

On the other hand, if these gifts are not administered in love but with contentions, with quarrelings,
with pride, even with false accusations of others, then it may be that the gifts we have are imita-
tion—those which Satan can imitate.  Or if they are of God, Satan has made them ineffective by
causing us to be proud.

Although Satan can imitate many of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, he cannot imitate the fruit of
the Spirit.  In Galatians 5:22 we read: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love.”  Notice that the word
“fruit” is singular.  The fruit of the Spirit in one great cluster of fruit.  The only real proof of being
filled by the Holy Spirit is the presence of this fruit in the life.
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From I Corinthians 13 we learn that even though we may speak with special languages, have
the gift of prophecy, understand all mysteries, have all knowledge and enough faith to remove
mountains, yet we will be ineffective if our gifts are not practiced in love.

Love, Not Pity
“And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned,

and have not charity [love], it profiteth me nothing” (I Cor. 13:3).  Some people have only pity as
the reason for their giving to help the poor.  That is why the social gospel has a great appeal, even
to true Christians.  We need to remember the destitute, the orphan, the hungry, the physically ill,
and we should try to help them.  But our concern should come from real love, for then we will seek
not only their physical welfare but also their spiritual welfare.  Pure, genuine love will make us
want them to know Christ.

Do not misunderstand me.  I feel that we should share what we have with those who need it, but
that should not end our interest in them.  Too many cease helping at that point instead of going on
to share with the needy the real thing—the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Believer’s First Love
Before we go on to study the attributes of love, let us consider again the church of Ephesus.  In

Chapter 1 we saw how Paul prayed that the Ephesian Christians might have a clear comprehension
of the love of God and be rooted and grounded in it (Eph. 3:14-19).

In the second chapter of the Book of the Revelation is another letter to this same Church of
Ephesus, a letter written years after Paul wrote.  By the time John penned the Book of the Revelation,
the Ephesian church had become very active, but it was an activity practically devoid of love.  They
had forgotten the most important thing.  Through John, Christ said, “I know all about you and the
wonderful work that you are doing and the patience that you have.  And I know that you can’t bear
those who are evil.  You are true to the Word of God.  You test those who say they are apostles and are
not.  You have borne My name with patience.  You have not failed.  But I do have something against
you—you have left your first love” (see Rev. 2:1-4).  He did not say that they lost it but that they left
it.  They became so occupied with what they were doing that they abandoned their first love.

Some may wonder just what this first love is.  It is, first of all, devotion to Christ—not merely
being religious or being engaged in God’s work.  Such devotion to Him means that we are con-
cerned about living so that we do not grieve the heart of Christ.  Out of that will come our devotion
to Christ’s people, those He has bought with His shed blood.  This love excludes all self-love.

We exhorted in Philippians 2:5 to let the same mind be in us which was also in Christ Jesus.
This verse refers to the mind of Christ when He emptied Himself because of His pure love for man.
He then “became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (v.8).  So we see that it is a self-
denying love.

Our Saviour charged the Ephesian Christians with leaving this kind of love.  They were occu-
pied with past accomplishments, present work and future plans more than they were with Christ.
How true this is of so many Christians today.  Service displaces the Son Himself, programs endan-
ger spiritual power, Christian activity replaces spiritual fellowship!  Too many of us are like Martha,
so occupied in doing things for Christ that we miss being like Christ.  We should follow Mary’s
example and seek Christ Himself (see Luke 10:38-42).
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Love and Devotional Life
No genuine servant of God has ever gotten out of fellowship with God for any length of time

without first departing from his own devotional life with Christ.  Love is cultivated in that devo-
tional life.  There the heart becomes filled with God’s Word and God’s love.  Christian activity
which robs us of our personal fellowship with Christ also robs us of our usefulness.  This pleases
Satan but not our Lord.

The Saviour said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15).  Love such as this
reaches out not only to please Christ but also to help others.  Yet we show so little love.  This is
evident when we would rather listen to other people speak than to God.  We recognize that if God
speaks, we either do what He says or stand convicted of disobedience.  But when a person speaks,
we can fashion what he says to fit our consciences.

Paul could say, “The love of Christ constraineth us” (II Cor. 5:14).  Can you say that?  We
preach, yet we see so little action.  Why?  What hinders us?  Is it that we are taken up with so many
things besides the love of God?  Are we so devoted to things, to service, to our own plans that we do
not hear God’s voice?

We need to be like Samuel, who, when he was just a young boy, said, “Speak; for thy servant
heareth” (I Sam. 3:10).

Chapter 3
The Proof of Genuine Love

In the second chapter of the Book of the Revelation, the Lord Jesus Christ said to the Church of
Ephesus: “I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love” (v. 4).  Here the
subject is love to Him.  On the other hand, in I Corinthians 13, the subject is love for other believ-
ers.  We will center our attention on these two phases of love.

The Bible says that we are to love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul and with
all our mind (see Matt. 22:37).  Humanly speaking, this is impossible.  The Law made this demand,
but it did not give us the power to do it.  Now, however, we are living in what some call the
dispensation of the Holy Spirit.  He dwells in each believer, and the love of God is shed abroad in
our hearts by Him.  With Christ living in us and with the Holy Spirit dwelling within our hearts, the
love of God is there too.  That is why Paul said that the love of Christ constrains us (see II Cor.
5:14).  The presence of this divine love constrained him not only to love Christ but also to love
others.

This love is acquired.  It is not natural to us.  It goes far beyond mere human love, such as that
of a parent for a child; and, of course, it is not to be thought of as so-called sensual love.  It is a
divine love which has God as both its source and its primary object.

A Requirement
How may we show that love?  It is necessary that we daily, even momently, surrender ourselves

to God so that He may be loved by us and may love others through us.  The change in us will show,
although it may not seem to be very pronounced at the start.  Some hearts grasp these things quickly,
and the change in attitude and conduct happens sooner than in others where the process of recog-
nizing this wonderful love is slow.  We must have a desire for it, and then we must surrender to
Him, believing that He will work it out through us.
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The principle is the same as that concerning the Holy Spirit in John 7:37: “If any man thirst
[desire], let him come unto me and drink.”  That is where we receive it.  That is why we must daily
meditate on the Word.  We must have time alone with God.  Too many persons, like the Christians
in the Church at Ephesus, try to substitute service for love for the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is what
He meant when He said to that church: “Thou hast left thy first love” (Rev. 2:4).  He said, in effect,
“You have plenty of activity; you perform many good works, but all without love.”

This is the very thing that I Corinthians 13 warns against.  We read: “Though I have all faith, so
that I could remove mountains, and have not charity [love], I am nothing.  And though I bestow all
my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth
me nothing” (vv. 2,3).  This love comes from God and is expressed as the result of a personal life of
devotion to Him.

The second phase of love which we will study in detail in later chapters is love toward other
people.  This love toward others is the measure and the proof of our love toward Christ.  Think of a
cross, a vertical line and a horizontal line.  The vertical line represents our relationship to Christ,
and the horizontal line represents our relationship to others.  Our relationship to Christ will be
measured by our relationship to others.  Remember what is stated in I John 4:20:  “He that loveth
not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?”  This, then, is the
acid test of true spirituality.

This is where clashes among Christians could be avoided.  We might disagree at times with
other believers over some principle or some doctrine, but that does not need to affect our relation-
ship with them.  Real love for Christ will be revealed in our love for other Christians.

A Comparison
Let us now compare the statement, “Thou hast left thy first love” (Rev. 2:4), with a passage in I

Thessalonians.  Paul, in writing to that church, wrote to people who truly loved the Lord Jesus Christ.
He used words that sound similar to those our Lord used with the Ephesian church: “We give thanks
to God…remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope
in our Lord Jesus Christ” (1:2,3).  In the Book of the Revelation the words are “I know thy works, and
thy labour, and thy patience” (2:2).  But notice that there are several words not found in this verse that
are in I Thessalonians 1:2,3.  In the latter we read: “your work of faith”—work which is the result of
faith in God.  This is true only where the first love is still present.  But when that is gone, all that can
be said is “I know your works.”  There were works but not works of faith.

The Thessalonians labored out of love, but the church at Ephesus simply labored.  The word
“labor” could be translated “wearying work.”  Labor becomes burdensome toil when love is ab-
sent; but when we love Jesus Christ, our work for Him is a labor of love.

To the church at Ephesus the Lord said, “I know…thy patience” (Rev. 2:2); but to the
Thessalonians, patience was “of hope” (I Thess. 1:3).  Hope in Him makes the difference.  When
there is no hope, patience becomes mere endurance.  That is what is meant in the Revelation pas-
sage: “I know your endurance.  You are showing endurance, but it isn’t true patience.”  The external
demonstration of labor and patience were still there, but the underlying spiritual motives were
missing.  Faith which produces works was missing in the Church of Ephesus.  Love which initiates
labor was missing, and so it became burdensome toil.  Hope which produces patience was gone,
and only endurance remained.

We need to read and reread the 13th chapter of I Corinthians to guard against having only the
outward forms of Christian work.
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A Question
Have we taken time to be with Jesus to learn to love Him?  Paul’s great desire was to know Him.

We may know about Him, but we need to be with Him to know Him intimately.  If you are married,
do you remember when you first really fell in love?  During your courtship you did not talk all the
time, but because of your love, you just enjoyed each other’s presence.  That is what I am talking
about with reference to loving Jesus.

Take time in the Word so that your love for Him will grow.  Otherwise, you may be very active,
have plenty of zeal and be contending for the faith, but it will all be in conflict with true faith itself.
It is so easy to become contentious when the love of Christ does not control us.

We sometimes receive letters at Back to the Bible which are heartbreaking because of this lack
of love.  We appreciate persons telling us when they feel we have missed the mark on some doctri-
nal point or other.  But when they become contentious over it, as some do, then I do not think they
are telling us out of love.

There is a great difference between being contentious over some matter and counseling in love.
There may be zeal for the truth in denouncing sin, but if that zeal is not motivated by love for Jesus,
it can easily become hate—hate for the sinner.  Zeal that is not motivated by love is worthless to
God.

A Warning
I think we are living in a time when people are busier for God than ever before, but much of

their work is being done without love.  The church at Ephesus was given a warning which applies
to us today: “Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works:
or else I will come unto thee quickly” (Rev. 2:5).  Christians today need to remember three words—
remember, repent and repeat.  We need to remember from where we have fallen, repent of our fall
and repeat the first works of love.  This means going back to the Word.

You recall that the Prodigal Son in Luke 15 remembered his home and said he would go back to
it.  He repented, he turned around.  If you have been like the Christians in Ephesus, turn your back
on the wrong things and turn your heart back to God.  You may find that the first day you have to
force yourself into the Word.  But keep doing it for a while and you will begin to see that love for
the Word and love for Jesus will return.

There is a warning of judgment for those who do not return.  This is the sad part, but we have to
face it.  “Repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent” (Rev. 2:5).  This is not the Second Coming of
Christ.  This is a personal, supervised judgment of God.  It is not left to others.  Jesus Himself says,
“I will come…and will remove thy candlestick.”  The candlestick speaks of the witness of the Holy
Spirit’s power.  The Holy Spirit was sent to witness of Christ, which means that the Spirit manifests
the character of Christ in us.  This involves more than speaking about Christ, than having a knowl-
edge about Christ or than being familiar with the doctrinal teaching of the Bible concerning Christ.
Is your life witnessing of the character of Jesus Christ?  Perhaps He has already removed the
candlestick.

There are persons and churches and Christian organizations today from which the candlestick
has been removed.  No longer is Christ seen in them.  The witness is gone, but the persons involved
may not be aware of it because when the Spirit is gone, spiritual discernment will also be gone.  The
result will be an empty testimony.
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Learn to love Jesus.  Study the Word.  Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal Jesus to you because that is
why He came.  This will take time, and you may have to take time or make time by cutting out some
of your other activities.  But if you do, you will be well repaid in spiritual values.

Chapter 4
God’s Love Not Measured by Emotion

The love described in I Corinthians 13 is a love which comes from God through Christ Jesus
and is expressed through believers to mankind.  It is the tangible proof of our love to God.  We sing,
“Oh, how I love Jesus,” but just how much do we love Him?  Remember the illustration of the
vertical line and the horizontal line.  The line which reaches upward represents our love for God,
and the horizontal line represents our love for people.  This will help us measure our love for Jesus
Christ.  The measure of our love for other people, the horizontal line, is the proof, or the expression,
of our love for God.  As our love for God deepens, our love for others will be strengthened and
increased.

We may ask ourselves, “How dear is Christ to me?”  The answer lies in just how dear our
neighbors are to us.  How about our relationship to others?  Are we able to get along with them, or
are we constantly at variance with them?  Do we have a deep love for people?  If we do, that is proof
that we have a deeply imbedded love for God and for Christ.  But if our love for people is lacking,
that indicates that our love for Christ is lacking.

A Biblical Standard
Let’s not be hypocrites.  There is no use singing, “Oh, how I love Jesus,” without showing love

for people.  When we love others, we will do for them what we would want them to do for us.  Most
importantly, we will witness to them concerning Christ.  Do our neighbors know about Christ
because of us?  We cannot be in love with God if our love has not reached out to our neighbors.  The
measure of our love for people is the proof of our love for God.

This is a truth that the Bible teaches us.  We read in I John 4:12: “No man hath seen God at any
time.  If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.”  We have not as
yet seen God; but if we love one another, it is proof that God dwells in us and that His love is being
perfected in us.

An even stronger statement is found in I John 4:20,21: “If a man say, I love God, and hateth his
brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God
whom he hath not seen?  And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love
his brother also.”  This passage does not mean that if we love God, we are supposed to love people
also.  What is meant is that the one who claims he loves God must prove it by his love for others.  In
other words, if we really love God, we will be loving other Christians.

This is the acid test of spirituality.  Yet this is where so many fail today.  That is why there are
clashes among Christians.  Should we allow disagreements over issues or doctrines to affect our
relationship with God’s children?

I recall with regret occasions in years past when I disagreed unlovingly with certain people
about some doctrines.  My attitude showed that real love was not present.  I trust that God has
changed me considerably in that respect, not that I am already perfect or have already attained, but
as Paul said, “I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ
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Jesus…  Forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark” (Phil. 3:12-14).  The love of Jesus Christ is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Spirit, and this love can shine in and through us.

God’s Love Is Not a Mere Emotion
The love we are considering is not a mere emotion.  We have noted this fact before.  We associ-

ate emotions with the word “love.”  Love is sometimes used to signify the affection that children
have for parents, that parents have for children, that a husband has for his wife or just the ordinary
affection that one person has for another.  Sometimes when we have not seen our children for a
while, we give them a big hug and kiss.  That is an expression of love that has emotion or feeling
with it.  Some of our married children live many miles from us, and when we learn that one of our
grandchildren is ill, it does something to us on the inside.  We feel differently because of the news.
A man falls in love with a woman and a woman with a man.  That love has a strong emotional
quality to it.  But the love of God shed abroad in our hearts is not necessarily expressed by an
emotional feeling.

Some time ago I received a letter in which a woman wrote: “I have one besetting sin.  There is
a certain thorn in my flesh, and I just cannot love that one.”  And then she asked this question, “Is
this love of God that we have for another person a feeling that I can turn on and off, like an electric
light?”

No, it cannot be done that way.  In fact, the love of God is not primarily expressed by emotion
at all.  I can determine by an act of my will that, by the grace of God, I am going to love a person
who hates me.  This does not mean I will suddenly change my feeling toward him so that I will want
to weep or rejoice over him.  Such emotions might come; but more importantly, I will determine in
my will to do what is best for that person.  I will shower my love on him in every way possible.

Such love starts with a purpose in the will that the love which God demonstrated when He gave
His Son for us will be seen in our lives.  It means that Christ Himself is living in us and expressing
His love through us.  This causes us to forget the hateful things and gives us patience and endurance
in the face of difficulties and injustices.  At the same time, it makes us shower kindness on the
person who has wronged us.

The love of God can be expressed in emotion, however.  Sometimes I am overcome with emo-
tion when I think of my Christ or sing some precious gospel song or hear someone sing lovingly
about Jesus.  I can also be stirred emotionally by someone preaching eloquently about my Lord.
But such experiences are not really lasting.  The love that lasts is not primarily an emotional love.

An Illustration
Now let us consider this love as described in I Corinthians 13—love for our fellowman.  An

illustration and an outline borrowed from Henry Drummond, a well-known servant of God of a past
generation, will help us grasp some of the rich truths found in this passage.  He pointed out that
light, when passed through a prism, breaks up into its seven different components, or colors.  The
effect is beautiful—just like a rainbow.  Actually, a rainbow is caused by the sun shining through a
prism of mist, which breaks up the sunlight into its different colors.  These you see reflected against
the darkened clouds on the side away from the sun.  But remember, it takes the combination of all
those different colors to make light.

Love is like that.  It can never be adequately defined.  What we will see in our study of I
Corinthians 13 are the different components, or elements, of love.  In verses four through eight of
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this remarkable chapter there are 16 statements about love, and these can be classified under nine
different headings.  Combined, they give us the total picture of love.  They tell us what love is and
what it does.

God wants to express this love in all of its completeness through us for the unsaved and the
saved alike.  Some people may show more of one element of this love than another, and some may
fail in one element altogether.  We must not be satisfied with that.  Love, to be complete, must have
all its basic elements.  It is true that none of us is perfect in this.  Only Christ has expressed love in
all its fullness and beauty.  We have not yet reached that state of perfectness.  But we should not be
satisfied to show only some of the elements of true love.  May God so control us that love will be
seen in all its varied aspects.

Chapter 5
Qualities of Godly Love

In the 13th chapter of I Corinthians, 16 statements are made in four verses concerning love,
which in the King James Version is translated charity.  That translation of the word can be good, but
it can also be a misfortune, depending on how it is understood.  It is love in its deepest sense.  God
is its source.  He shed it abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5).

Because Christ is in this love, it is characterized by these remarkable qualities: “Charity suffereth
long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth
all things.  Charity never faileth” (I Cor. 13:4-8).

Let us classify these 16 statements under nine different headings in order to see the results of
love.

Patience
The first of these characteristics is patience.  Four things are classified under this: Love suffers

long, it bears all things, it hopes all things, and it endures all things.  For example, before David
reached full maturity he was anointed king of Israel, but as he grew up, because of his love for God
and his love for other people, he was patient.  He did not attempt to take the kingdom himself.
Patiently he waited for God’s time.

Abraham also showed great patience.  God called him out from Ur of the Chaldees and told him
that Canaan was his.  During his whole lifetime, Abraham did not own any land in Canaan except
that which he bought; yet he was patient.  He waited for God’s time for the land to become his or his
posterity’s.  He was not impatient with God in regard to His promises.

Love Suffers Long in Face of Evil
Love endures evil.  Even though other people wrong us, returning evil for good, we will suffer

that evil without retaliating if we have the love of God in our hearts.  This is one of the results of
love, one component of patience.  God may allow many things to come into our lives so that we will
learn patience.  We need to exercise patience toward people and not be anxious and hurried.

I do not mean that we should be lazy or late or never seek to do a job well and do it quickly.  I
am thinking primarily of the things which God has promised us.  We must learn to be patient about
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them.  What God has promised we should not demand to be done today.  We learn through love to
wait for God’s time.

Suppose you have been elected to a committee and you wonder why the chairman does not ask
you to do something.  Should you insist on being given some responsibility?  You will not become
impatient if your heart is filled with love.  The proper time will come for you to have a share in the
work.

Love Bears All Things
Love “beareth all things” (I Cor. 13:7).  This is another part of patience.  Love knows no limit to

its endurance; it bears up under everything.  It can overlook faults in other people.  We all have
many faults, but when our hearts are filled with God’s love and that love is exercised toward people,
we can overlook their faults, no matter what they are.  These faults may irritate us, and we may
think that we cannot stand such persons.  But we can.  Love makes that possible.

Take time during your meditation in the Word to look at the life of Jesus.  See how He labored
so patiently with His faulty disciples up to the very last minute before He went to heaven.  They
wanted to know when He was going to set up His kingdom, when all the time He had been trying to
teach them that He must die for mankind’s sins and that they must proclaim His death and resurrec-
tion, not the kingdom.  But Jesus was patient; He overlooked many of these faults.

Complaining will never be heard from a person whose heart is filled with God’s love, for love
never complains.  Sometimes people want sympathy or pity because they work hard or do not have
enough money.  They are always saying, “Oh, I just can’t make ends meet,” or something similar.
But love never does that.  It covers up all those things.  It knows how to be silent.

In dealing with a woman one day about a problem that had to do with her relationship with her
husband, I said, “One thing you need to pray for is for God to shut your lips.  You talk too much.”
Love covers up the kind of things this woman was spreading.  It keeps out all resentment.  If you
have resentment toward certain people, your heart is far from being perfected in love.  True love
endures without divulging its distresses to the world.

Selfishness makes us want to vent our feelings about the hardships we face.  When our hearts
are filled with love, we can control ourselves at such times.  But some object, saying, “I just can’t
help it.”  Love can help it.  Our fallen natures cannot succeed; human nature is neither the nature of
God nor the nature of love.  But true love is patient in all things.

Love Is Hopeful
Why can love be patient under trial?  The answer is found in the statement that love “hopeth all

things” (I Cor. 13:7).  Love hopes under all circumstances.
I remember a somewhat humorous story about a deacon.  This deacon was noted for saying,

“Well, it could be worse.”  He probably used that expression to help himself and others to not look
at the gloomy side of things and to not be overly concerned with circumstances.  It made no differ-
ence what people said or how gloomy things were—how bad the crops were, how much money he
lost or what somebody said about him—he would come back with the statement, “Oh, well, it could
be worse.”

One day his pastor said, “Deacon, I had a dream about you last night, and after I tell you what
my dream was, I don’t think you’ll add to it your familiar word, ‘It could be worse.’”

“Well, I don’t know,” said the deacon.  “What was your dream?”
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The pastor replied, “I dreamed that you died and that you went to hell.  Now what could be
worse?”

The deacon thought for a moment and finally answered, “Yes, Pastor, it could be worse.”
“What could be worse than that?” queried the pastor.
“Oh,” said the deacon, “it could have been true.  It was just a dream.”
Love has hope in every situation.  It is optimistic instead of gloomy all the time.  It does not

carry a long, sad face.  It does not always look at the dark side of things.  It does not despair.  It is not
anxious or despondent.  All of these have to flee when our hearts are filled with the love of Jesus.

Love Endures
Love endures all things.  It has the power to endure anything, to outlast anything.  Perhaps you

know a mother who shows great patience and love for her daughter.  Though that daughter is
wayward, love endures and hopes and patiently waits.

I read some time ago in a Christian magazine of a wife and mother who did not give up when it
was hard.  She faced many hardships for years because of an alcoholic husband who did not supply
the needs of his big family.  She not only showed the love of a wife for a husband, but after she
herself was saved, she also showed real godly love for the soul of that man.

Then one evening the father, though drunk, was persuaded by his five-year-old son to attend an
evangelistic meeting.  The preacher was a former drinking pal of this alcoholic man.  “Pa,” as his
children called him, was truly saved that night, and he never touched another drop of liquor.  He
lived from then on to serve Christ.  Five of his children went into fulltime Christian work.  How all
his children thanked God that their mother wouldn’t give up!

Love holds its ground.  Even when it cannot hope or believe any more, it still holds on.
So the first component of love is patience.  Should God permit trials and other unpleasant

circumstances to come your way, remember that He is seeking to perfect patience in you.

Chapter 6
God of Others the Believer’s Goal

The world makes much of love, but it knows nothing of the love the Bible deals with in I
Corinthians 13.  This chapter has no meaning to the world because the love spoken of is the love of
Christ shed abroad in the hearts of believers by the Holy Spirit.  Only a born-again person has it.  In
the life of the believer this love is perfected through practice but does not come to us initially by
means of practice.  That we must always keep in mind.

We will now consider the second component of love as revealed in I Corinthians 13.

Kindness
The second quality of love is kindness: “Charity…is kind” (v. 4).  Love looks for ways in which

to be constructive rather than destructive.  Much destruction is caused today by gossip, by the
spreading of false reports and by the spreading of reports concerning other believers who have
fallen into sin.  A believer falls, and right away there are those who say, “Did you hear about that
Christian?”  That is the absence of love.  That is the very opposite of the nature of God.  Love looks
for a way to be constructive, not destructive.
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We do not love God when we talk about our neighbor.  Even though the things we say about
another person are true, if they are destructive, repeating them shows that we do not love God.
Why?  Because our love for God is measured by our love for others.  It is impossible to love God
and not love others because the love of God is the love that sent Jesus to die for lost sinners.  When
that love is operating in us, we will love others and will not talk destructively about them.  Such
love leaves no room for any unkindness.  It is gentle.  It demonstrates grace and confers blessings
instead of hate.  It is good; it seeks the happiness of others.

We should study the example of Christ.  By meditating on it in our own private devotions, we
will learn about love.  The only way that love will begin to fill our hearts is for us to dwell on the life
of Jesus.  Recognizing that Christ lives in us, we then can begin to give ourselves more and more to
Him.

Perhaps we should pray, “O Spirit of God, work out that same perfect love in me that I see in
Jesus!”  He will have to give us such a love.  It is not something we can imitate.  It is contrary to
fallen human nature.  When it is operating, it showers kindness on rich and poor alike.  It seeks the
good of others.  That is love, and it is kind.

Generosity
The quality of generosity is found in the statement: “Charity envieth not” (v.4).  Love is not

possessive.
Think of two children who are neighbors and good friends playing together.  There is some

human affection between them, but it is not very deeply rooted.  All at once one of them says, “This
is mine; this is mine!”  And the other one says, “No, it is mine; it is mine!”  So they fight over the
thing.  That is possessiveness.

We adults do not act much more grown-up than that.  We do not say it so childishly or out loud,
but down deep in our hearts we say, “Well, that person doesn’t have any right to that thing, for it
belongs to me.”

True love knows no jealousy.  Others may have better advantages at times than we do, but love
does not stumble over such things.  For example, there are more than 200 people working at Back
to the Bible’s home office as servants of the Lord.  Naturally, in order to do effective work, we have
to be organized.  Certain people have been given the responsibility of being supervisors over oth-
ers.  It is possible, since they are human, that someone in the group does not like the arrangement.
Perhaps he thinks, “The supervisor has more advantages than I have; he lives closer to the boss.”

It is so easy for a person to think that someone else is treated better than he is.  The other person
gets more money or has some other advantage.  But love never envies.  When the other person has
the advantage, love is glad, love is happy.

Perhaps someone reading this says, “Well, I just can’t be that way.”  No, you cannot naturally;
but if you see that love is lacking, go to the Lord again, read about love in the Word and ask the
Holy Spirit to fill your heart and conduct with more of that kind of love.

If we do not have such love toward other people, if we are jealous of them, then there is no use
talking to them about how much we love God.  Moreover, God is not deceived by our claims.  Our
love toward our neighbors is the measure of our love to God.  Remember, love never envies.

The words here translated “envy” is “covet” in Chapter 12: “But covet earnestly the best gifts”
(v. 31).  There, of course, the word is used in a good sense.  We are told to covet the best gifts so we
can serve the Lord more effectively.
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Love never desires the things belonging to other people.  Envy, on the other hand, is a feeling of
ill will toward those who are, for example, in the same line of work as we are.  When a minister of
the gospel moves into a community, his job is outlined for him.  He is given a certain church.  If
another preacher comes into the neighborhood, the first preacher may become envious.  But love
does not act in that manner.

Everything you and I have belongs to God; nothing is ours.  We have no right to be envious of
anything or anybody.  Paul said, “I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:8).  I have found this verse to be helpful to me personally.  Learning to count
everything as the Lord’s and nothing as mine has solved many problems.  For example, I realize
that funds God may have earmarked for Back to the Bible may be going to some other Christian
work.  I also realize that some funds God has earmarked for other Christian work may come to the
Broadcast. Sometimes I have received angry letters about this from church leaders.  What has
helped me is remembering that everything in the world belongs to God.  I do, the Church does,
material things do—all belong to Him and are for His work.  When I see that, I cannot be envious
of anyone.

Should I be envious of another preacher when he is getting something I thought maybe I should
get—or vice versa?  Why not?  Because it was not mine to start with.  It did not belong to me. I have
no personal right to any of it.  It all belongs to God.

True love then is generous; it envies not.

Humility
The next component of love is humility.  At least two statements are made about it: “Charity

vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up” (v. 4).  One has to do with the outward expression in the life;
the other involves the inward expression.  Someone has said, “Humility is to put a seal upon your
lips and forget what you have done.”  In other words, true love hides its accomplishments, even
from itself.

To say that love “vaunteth not itself” means that I am not proud when love is in evidence.  I
might be tempted to say, “O, God really has given me a great measure of His love,” but love does
not look at itself like that.  It hides from itself; it forgets self-satisfaction altogether.  When we are
truly in love with Jesus Christ, we do our work because of love and forget all personal satisfaction
that we get out of it.  “We do our deeds of love and then go back in the shade and say nothing about
it,” is the thought someone has suggested.  That is how love acts.

Love never boasts.  It never brags.  A persons who brags does not show love for the Lord at all.
What grounds do any of us have for bragging about anything?  Our Lord did everything good that
was ever done.  He gave us life.  He gave us everything.  Do you have better gifts than someone
else?  Do not parade them.  Love does not want or encourage display.  It is not anxious to impress
others with whatever ability the individual has.  Boasting and all self-assertion disappears.  We do
not seek a place for ourselves when we are truly in love with Jesus Christ.  Love does not sound its
own praises.

Inwardly, love is not puffed up.  It is not arrogant or self-conceited.  It is teachable.  Some
persons cannot be taught.  They think they know everything.  Perhaps they are the heads of groups
and just do not want to listen, not realizing that love does not act that way.  It is neither puffed up
with pride nor does it cherish an inflated idea of its own importance.

True love is not filled with party zeal.  Some of the Christians in the church at Corinth were (see
I Cor. 1:11-17).  They formed little cliques.  Many Christians today have become proud of their



39

cliques and denominations, but love does not do that.  Love sees the whole Body of Jesus Christ.
Pride will find no place whatsoever in the heart of the person who truly loves.

Chapter 7
Love Strikes at Root of Sin

So far in our study of the 13th chapter of I Corinthians, we have seen that love produces pa-
tience, kindness, generosity and humility.  These four components of love do not tell what love is as
much as what love does.  Remember the illustration concerning light.  When light shines through a
prism, it is broken up into the different colors of the rainbow.  These different colors together
constitute light.  Similarly, the nine different components of love found in this remarkable chapter
indicate what love is by what it does.

Let us examine the next component, which is courtesy.

Courtesy
First Corinthians 13:5 says that love “doth not behave itself unseemly.”  This is love in relation

to society, and as we have seen, our love for God can be measured by our love for others.  The
person who does not love others does not love God.

The most untutored person can be put into the highest society, and if his heart is full of God’s
love, he will not act improperly.  Someone else might be caught off guard and behave badly, but if
a person’s heart is full of the love of God, he will act with consideration and kindness.  He will
behave like a gentleman; he will be refined in his manners and conduct.  Inconsiderateness, lack of
sympathy and rudeness will not be seen, for love has good manners.  In other word, it is courteous.

Unselfishness
The next element or result of love is unselfishness.  Love, we are told, “seeketh not her own” (I

Cor. 13:5).
Love does not pursue selfish advantage; it is not self-seeking.  This can be applied to the most

simple situations.  Suppose someone is given a bushel of apples with the instructions: “This is for
you and your neighbor.”  Right away he begins to think: “Now, let me see.  How can I divide this so
I’ll get just a little bit more than my neighbor?  Well, I really need a little more because I have a
bigger family.”  That is not love in action.  Love does not do that.  It does not seek an advantage for
itself.

This principle can apply to major things as well.  For instance, one who loves does not seek
selfish advantage in church leadership or in Sunday school work.  Love does not even insist on its
rights.  People often say to me, “Oh, but Brother Epp, you know you’ve given your all to the Lord;
you have a right to certain things.”  No, I do not consider that I have any rights—none whatsoever.
Love does not seek its own rights.  It is not selfish.

The Bible says, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5).  Verses 5-
11 of this Scripture passage tell the story of unselfish love—a love that does not seek its own
advantage.  Selfishness will not be found in us if our hearts are full of love.

Love does not insist on getting its own way.  We all know how most little children are.  When
playing with their friends, they are insistent at times on getting their own way.  When we let God’s
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love work through our hearts, we will not insist on what we want.  We may feel that we ought to on
many occasions, but because of the love of God, we will not.

The Root of All Evil
I would say that self-seeking is actually the root of all evil.  We talk about money being the root

of all evil, but it is not.  The Bible does not say that it is.  The Bible says that the love of money is
the root of all evil (see I Tim. 6:10).  So self-seeking, which is in the same category as love of
money, is the root of all evil.  The Apostle Paul said, “Let no man seek his own, but every man
another’s wealth” (I Cor. 10:24).  Then in verse 33 of the same chapter he said, “Even as I please all
men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.”

Why do we do certain things?  Is it primarily because of the personal credit that we are going to
get?  If so, then it is not done in love.  If it is not done in love, we will get no credit for it—it will be
of no value to God.  Credit comes only as we do not seek our own.

Romans 15:1-3 says, “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not
to please ourselves.  Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification.  For even
Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on
me.”  In other words, all the reproaches that Jesus received were because of our sin.  They were
ours; yet they fell on Him.

The Mind of Christ
Jesus did not seek what was rightfully His; He put our welfare above His own.  This mind, or

attitude, is to be in us, and through love it is expressed.  We cannot do it of ourselves, but true, God-
given love will accomplish it.

Look more closely at the statement that love “seeketh not her own” (I Cor. 13:5).  That does not
mean just giving up something that is not your own but not even seeking what is your own.  That is
one of the hardest things to do—to not only give up our rights but also to not even seek them.

“Seekest thou great things for thyself?  Seek them not,” says the Word of God (Jer. 45:5).  There is
no greatness in things, after all.  Greatness lies in unselfish love, not in going after things for ourselves.

I believe it is less difficult not to seek our own from the first, than to give it up after we have
sought it and gained it.  We get earthly pleasure from the things we call our own, and we become
attached to them.  But true love does not seek its own things to begin with.

Happiness lies not in having or getting but in giving.  “And whosoever of you will be the
chiefest, shall be servant of all” (Mark 10:44).  That is what the Lord Jesus Christ said and did.

Are you able to suffer long?  Are you patient?  Can you bear all things?  Love knows no limit to
its endurance; it bears up under everything.  It hopes all things, it endures all things.  Love is kind.
It looks for a way to be constructive.  It is gentle.  It confers blessing instead of hate and seeks the
happiness of others instead of its own.  Love is generous.  There is no envy in it.  Check yourself on
these points.

Are you humble?  How can a person tell when he’s truly humble?  I think the man was right
who said, “I don’t know just what humility is, but when somebody says he’s humble, he isn’t.”  A
humble person never recognizes his own humility.

Are you anxious to impress other people with what you have done and what you have not done?
Are you arrogant, full of pride and boasting?

Is your heart filled with love?  If it is not, meditate on the Word and on Jesus.  Go to the Gospels
again, study the life of Jesus and then ask the Holy Spirit to form the character of Christ.
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Chapter 8
Delights and Hates of Love

When we yield ourselves to the Holy Spirit so that His love may fill us, the nine components of
love found in I Corinthians 13 are bound to be seen in our lives.  As we continue to yield, this love
will be perfected in us.

Love Controls the Temper
Love “doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no

evil” (I Cor. 13:5).
From this verse we learn that love controls a person’s temper.  Every person has a temper.  A

person without one would not be of much value, but it must be a controlled temper.  We talk about
losing our temper, but love never does that.  It is not easily provoked.  And this does not mean we
merely have outward control of the temper while we’re boiling on the inside.

A little boy was told to sit down, but he would not.  His mother kept insisting, but he refused.
Finally, she took him by the arm, shook him a little and forced him to sit down.  He looked at her
and said, “I’m sitting down on this chair, but I’m still standing up inside.”  His heart attitude was
not controlled.

When our hearts are filled with true love, we are not easily provoked.  One of the most damag-
ing things that can come from a Christian’s life is an uncontrolled word.  We may be ever so loving
and do many loving deeds but at the wrong moment drop an uncontrolled word.

An uncontrolled word is one that seemingly cannot be stopped.  That is why James said the
tongue is evil and is set on fire by hell (James 3:6).  Only the love that comes from God can control
the tongue.

Love Is Constructive
Love is constructive.  It thinks no evil, but believes all things (see I Cor. 13:5,7).  The tendency

to forget this principle may be the root of many of the problems and troubles that Christians have
among themselves.

Since love is constructive, it covers up the other person’s sins.  What do we usually do when
someone does something wrong?  The general practice is to gossip about it.  But when pure love is
practiced, gossip is absolutely ruled out.

I was pastor of a church some years ago where it was my delight to work with a group of
deacons who really loved the Lord.  It showed in their practice.  On one occasion in particular they
had a chance to show this love.  Unknown to me, a very damaging story about me originated from
a neighboring church.  When these deacons heard about it, they got together, prayed about it and
followed through with action.  They found the source of the rumor in another town and in another
church.  They found the man responsible and said, “You have said a certain thing about our pastor.
We are his deacons.  In the first place, what you said is untrue, and you surely know it.  In the
second place, we want you to admit that you told a lie.  Then we want you to go to the people to
whom you have told this story and tell them that you told a lie.”  They got the job done, and they
told me about it after it was all over.

That was a sign of true love on the part of my deacons.  Love is constructive.  Rather than
thinking evil, it searches for the truth.
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Paul was severely criticized by the Corinthians, and he answered them in this way: “But to me it
is a very small thing that I should be examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not even
examine myself.  I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the
one who examines me is the Lord.  Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but
wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose
the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God” (4:3-5).

How many troubles between Christians could be avoided if they would not immediately at-
tribute wrong motives to the actions of fellow believers.  I believe this is the reason for many
schisms, heartaches, trials and testings that occur today among Christians.  One person hears some-
thing, begins to think evil about it and instead of covering it up, spreads tales about it.

If a believer has sinned, we should try to help that one.  We read in the sixth chapter of Galatians
that if a man is found in a fault, he who is spiritual should restore the fallen one.  But what are the
marks of a spiritual Christian?

He is one who recognizes himself as human and liable to fall.  He knows that he could possibly
sin under circumstances similar to those that caused his brother’s downfall.  He also knows the
wonderful grace and power of God, and with that in his heart, he goes to the erring one to help him.
Though it is necessary for the spiritual Christian to admonish the other concerning the sin, he will
also pray with him and will show him the way of victory, which is in Christ Jesus.  That is love in
action.

Love believes in attributing right motives to the actions of others.  By the grace of God I have
made it a policy to not believe everything I hear and to believe only about half of what I see.  I can
see a lot of things and yet not understand the real motives of the heart.  The outward appearance
may suggest something that is not really true of the heart attitude.

If you had been in the other person’s circumstances, you might have done exactly what he did.

Love Rejoices in the Truth
Love “rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth” (I Cor. 13:6).  This has reference to

both the doctrines of the Word of God and to truth expressed in the lives of God’s people.  When
somebody has fallen into sin, it often seems to give many Christians pleasure to talk about what he
has done.  But love does not find pleasure there.  It finds no cause for rejoicing in sin but finds
pleasure only in actions that are in accordance with the truth.

Let us go a little further than that.  Love does not rejoice in false teaching.  It rejoices only in the
truth of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It speaks for the truth and is not satisfied with mere party doctrine.
I have talked to persons about faith in God and faith in Christ Jesus for salvation, and they have
said, “We don’t believe that.”  I ask them why they do not, and they reply, “Well, our doctrine isn’t
that way.  Our creed doesn’t read that way, so we just don’t believe that way.”  True love will search
out the whole truth of the Word of God.

We receive many letters from persons telling us they disagree with our doctrine and pointing
out why they disagree.  Whenever a letter plainly shows the Spirit of God in the heart of the writer,
I make it a point to search the Scriptures to see if I have missed the truth.  Of course, if they are
contentious letters, as some of them are, without any love and compassion, then I do not spend time
with them.  Real love hates error but loves the truth.  And when it speaks the truth, it speaks it in
love.
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Chapter 9
How the Love of God Can Fill Us

Many are asking, “Just how can I attain this love spoken of in I Corinthians 13?”
Remember, the love dealt with in this passage has God as its source.  It has no origin in man.  It

is completely of God.  Romans 5:5 says that His love is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.
In Galatians 5 we are told that part of the fruit of the Spirit is love.  Then a whole cluster of spiritual
fruit that goes right along with love is listed.  This love is a gift.  It is not natural to human life.

It is more than a gift, however; it is a nature.  It is God’s nature in us.  How can we love another
person if we do not love God?  But it is more than a nature.  It is actually a Person.  It is Christ in us.
The translation in Romans 5:5 could be paraphrased to read: “The love of God is shed abroad into
the heart of Christ who lives within you.”  You and I have been united with Christ.

How then do we attain this heavenly love?

A New Birth Needed
First, we must have a heavenly birth.  We must be born from above.  That is the first and

essential element.  There is much talk about love in many churches—liberal churches, modernistic
churches, as well as evangelical churches.  But most people do not know what they are talking
about.  We cannot have this love apart from a heavenly birth because it is a nature and a Person, the
Lord Jesus Christ.  It is not something we are born with and need only to develop.  We need to
receive it.  And that Person—Jesus Christ—is the life and the love within us.  “I am crucified with
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20).

Many people are trying to imitate the love of Jesus but are failing.  We hear from many pulpits
talk about imitating the love of Jesus Christ.  But it cannot be done.  Let me ask this: Do you want
an imitation, a synthetic love, or do you want the real thing?

To make an imitation is to follow a pattern someone else has laid down.  It is to make something
look like, or resemble, something else.  Concerning love, it would mean producing something that
resembles Christ.  But it would be synthetic, not real, and therefore not workable.

But the genuine love which is given of God, which is Christ Himself in us, is authentic.  It is the
real, the true, the pure, the genuine product, free from hypocrisy and pretense.

If we are born from above, born from heaven, then we will have a new nature, and this new
nature will be characterized by love.  Of course, love needs to be developed after receiving it.  But
it is a brand new thing in us, not something natural to us.  You may say, “Oh, but I know a certain
person, and she is so lovable.”  You are speaking of human love, not God’s love.

A Fruit of the Spirit
This heaven-produced and heaven-sent love is produced in us by the Holy Spirit.  When we are

born from above, the Holy Spirit lives in us, and “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost [Spirit] which is given unto us” (Rom. 5:5).  Romans 8:9 says, “But ye are not in the
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  Now if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”  This love is by the Holy Spirit, who is given to us when we
become Christ’s.  And he who does not have the Spirit is not of God.

The Holy Spirit produces His fruit in our lives: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance” (Gal. 5:22,23).  The greatest of
these is love, however, as we read in I Corinthians 13:13.
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Having seen that we must be born from above and receive this love from the Holy Spirit as a
gift, we must answer the question, What is to be our personal reaction?  What do we do?  Do  we
fold our hands, twiddle our thumbs and passively expect God to do mighty things in us?  No.  There
are things that we consent to, not only with the mind but also with our actions.

A Full Surrender
First, we must surrender everything to Him.  Do we want God to fill our hearts with His love?

Do we want to be able to love the most unlovable?  Do we want the characteristics listed in I
Corinthians 13 for ourselves?  We can have them.  We will not be perfect, but love will be perfected
in us as we surrender to Him for this purpose.

Our hearts and emotions must be surrendered to God.  We must not hold back and say, “Well,
I’ll love God a little, and I’ll love this a little.”  We must turn over everything to Him.

Walking in the Spirit
We must regularly “Walk in the Spirit” (Gal. 5:16).  We cannot just do it once for all; we must

continue to walk.  Walking is done a step at a time.  If we do that, He will keep us through the Holy
Spirit.

Ephesians 4:1,2 says, “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of
the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbear-
ing one another in love.”  That is what it means to walk in the Spirit.

How is this done?  Verse 3 says, “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace.”  The Holy Spirit has already united us for this purpose, and He has come to live in us for
this same purpose.  So turn everything over to Him.

A Daily Prayer
Finally, we must make the third chapter of the Book of Ephesians our daily devotional prayer.

This is not to be just for a week or a month but continuously.  Paul said, in effect, “I an praying that
God will, according to the riches of His glory, strengthen you with might by His Spirit in the inner
man” (see vv. 13-16).  What for?  “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye [may be]
rooted and grounded in love” (v.17).  Christ lives in us literally, but Paul said, “I’m praying that in
the inner man, by faith, we will accept the fact that Christ lives there and continually turn it over to
Him so we will be rooted and grounded in love.”

The difference between being rooted and being grounded is very simple.  You might ground a
building by setting it on a foundation.  But if it is a very tall building that a strong wind might sway,
that foundation will have to go down deep and be firmly rooted in the soil or bedrock.

A tree’s roots not only absorb moisture but they also go down into the soil so the tree is firmly
grounded and will not fall when the wind blows.

The passage continues:  “That ye…may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowl-
edge” (vv. 17-19).  How can we know that which passes knowledge?  Scientists have developed
new telescopes, and with them they have looked farther into space than ever before, only to find
that they know less than what they did before.  They know more, in a sense, for they see more of the
universe, but they find that there is so much more beyond that than they ever dreamed.

That is the way it is with God’s love.  We can know more about it, and the more we know, the
more we will find there is yet to know.  To be filled with the fullness of God is a matter of yielding
to Him and daily asking Him to fill our hearts with this love.
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Looking Unto Jesus
   by Theodore Monod

Translated from French by Helen Willis

“Looking unto Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2). Only three words, but in those three words is the whole
secret of life.

Looking unto Jesus in the Scriptures to learn who He is, what He has done, what He gives,
what He desires; to find in His character our pattern, in His teachings our instruction, in His pre-
cepts our law, in His promises our support, in His Person and in His work the full satisfaction  for
every need of our souls.

Looking unto Jesus crucified to find in His shed blood our ransom, our pardon, our peace.
Looking unto Jesus risen to find in Him the righteousness which alone makes us righteous and

permits us, unworthy as we are, to boldly draw near in Jesus’ name to Him who is our Father and
our God.

Looking unto Jesus glorified to find in Him our heavenly advocate, who, because of His
perfect sacrifice for sin, can and does intercede for us (I John 2:1). He is even now appearing for us
before the face of God (Hebrews 9:24) as the kingly Priest and the spotless victim to continually
represent us before the Heavenly Father.

Looking unto Jesus revealed by the Holy Spirit to find in constant communion with Him the
cleansing of our sin-stained hearts, the illumination of our darkened spirits, the transformation of
our rebellious wills. We are enabled by Him to triumph over all the attacks of the world and of the
Evil One, resisting their violence through Jesus, our strength, and overcoming their subtlety by
Jesus, our wisdom. We are upheld by the sympathy of Jesus, who was spared no temptation, and by
the help of Jesus, who yielded to no temptation.

Looking unto Jesus who gives repentance as well as forgiveness of sins (Acts 5:31). He  gives
us the grace to recognize, to deplore, to confess and to forsake our transgressions.

Looking unto Jesus to receive from Him the task for each day, along with sufficient grace to
accomplish the task. This grace enables us to be patient with His patience, active with His activity,
loving with His love; never asking “What am I able to do?” but rather “What is He not able to do?”
We can then wait for His strength, which is made perfect in our weakness ( 2 Corinthians 12:9).

Looking unto Jesus to go forth from ourselves and to forget ourselves so that our darkness may
flee before the brightness of His face, so that our joy may be holy and our sorrow restrained, so that
He may cast us down and raise us up, so that He may afflict us and comfort us, so that He may
despoil us and enrich us, so that He may teach us to pray and answer our prayers, so that while
leaving us in the world, He may separate us from it. Our lives will be hidden with Him in God, and
our behavior will bear witness to Him before others.

Looking unto Jesus who, having returned to the Father, is preparing a place for us. This joyful
prospect should make us live in hope and prepare us for death, the last enemy, whom He has
overcome for us, whom we shall overcome through Him. What was once the king of terrors is today
the harbinger of eternal happiness.

Looking unto Jesus whose certain return, at an uncertain time, is from age to age the expecta-
tion and the hope of the faithful Church, who is encouraged in patience, watchfulness and joy by
the thought that the Saviour is at hand (Philippians 4:4,5; 1 Thessalonians 5:23).
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“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2). He is faith’s pattern
and its source, even as He is its object. From the first step to the last He marches at the head of the
believers so that by Him our faith may be inspired, encouraged, sustained and led on to its supreme
consummation.

Looking unto Jesus and at nothing else. Hebrews 12:2 expresses it in the Greek word aphorao,
which means to direct our gaze on Him and to turn it away from everything else.

Looking unto Jesus and not at ourselves, our thoughts, our reasonings, our imaginings, our
inclinations, our wishes, our plans.

Looking unto Jesus and not at the world, its customs, its example, its rules, its judgments.
Looking unto Jesus and not at Satan, though he seek to terrify us by his fury or to entice us by

his flatteries. We would save ourselves from many useless questions, from may disturbing scruples,
from much loss of time, from dangerous dallyings with evil, from waste of energy, from empty
dreams, from biter disappointments, from sorrowful struggles and from distressing falls by looking
steadily unto Jesus and by following Him wherever He may lead us. Then we would be too occu-
pied with keeping sight of the path which He marks out for us to waste even a glance on those paths
in which He does not think it suitable to lead us.

Looking unto Jesus and not at our creeds, no matter how evangelical they may be. The faith
which saves, which sanctifies and which comforts is not giving assent to the doctrine of salvation;
it is being united to the Person of the Saviour. “It is not enough,” said Adolphe Monod, “to know
about Jesus Christ; it is necessary to have Jesus Christ.” No one truly knows Him if he does not first
possess Him. According to the profound statement of the beloved disciple, in the life there is light,
and in Jesus there is life (John 1:4).

Looking unto Jesus and not at our meditations, our prayers, our pious conversations, our
profitable reading, the meetings that we attend or even our participation in the Lord’s Supper. Let
us faithfully continue all these but without turning our gaze away from Him who alone makes them
effective when, through them, He reveals Himself to us.

Looking unto Jesus and not to our position in the church, to the family to which we belong, to
our baptism, to the education which we have received, to the doctrine which we profess, to the
opinion which others have formed of our piety or to the opinion which we have formed of it our-
selves. Some of those who have prophesied in the name of the Lord Jesus will one day hear Him
say, “I never knew you” (Matthew 7:23). But He will confess before His Father and before His
angels even the most humble of those who have looked unto Him.

Looking unto Jesus and not to our brethren, not even to the best and the most beloved among
them. In following a man we run the risk of losing our way; in following Jesus we are sure of never
losing our way. Besides, when we put a man between Jesus and ourselves, the man will increase
and Jesus will decrease; soon we will no longer know how to find Jesus. Then when we cannot find
the man or if he fails us, all fails. On the contrary, if Jesus is kept between us and our closest friend,
our attachment to the person will be at the same time less enthralling and more deep, less passionate
and more tender, less necessary and more useful. He will be an instrument of rich blessing in the
hands of God when He is pleased to make use of him, and his absence will be a further blessing
when it may please God to dispense with him in order to draw us even nearer to the only Friend
who can be separated from us by “neither death, nor life” (Romans 8:38).

Looking unto Jesus and not at His enemies or at our enemies. Instead of hating them and
fearing them, we shall know how to love them and to overcome them.

Looking unto Jesus and not at the obstacles which meet us in our path. As soon as we stop to
consider them, they amaze us, confuse us and overwhelm us because we are incapable of under-
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standing either the reason why they are permitted or the means by which we may overcome them.
The Apostle Peter began to sink as soon as he turned to look at the waves tossed by the storm; it was
while he was looking at Jesus that he walked on the waters as on a rock (see Matthew 14:22-36).
The more difficult our task, the more terrifying our temptations, the more essential it is that we look
only at Jesus.

Looking unto Jesus and not at our troubles, to count them, to weigh them, to find perhaps a
certain strange satisfaction in tasting their bitterness. Apart from Jesus trouble does not sanctify—
it hardens or crushes. It produces not patience, but rebellion; not sympathy, but selfishness; not
hope (Romans 5:3-5), but despair. Only under the shadow of the cross can we appreciate the true
weight of our town troubles and accept them each day from His hand with love, with gratitude and
with joy. Only then can we find for ourselves and for others a source of blessing.

Looking unto Jesus and not at the dearest, most legitimate of our earthly joys, lest we be so
engrossed in them that they deprive us of the sight of the very One who gives them to us. If we are
looking at Him first of all, then it is from Him that we receive these good things, made a thousand
times more precious because we possess them as gifts from His loving hand. We entrust these gifts
to His keeping, enjoy them in communion with Him and use them for His glory.

Looking unto Jesus and not at the instruments, whatever they may be, which He employs to
form the path He has appointed for us. Looking beyond people, beyond circumstances, beyond the
thousand secondary causes, let us ascend to the first cause—His will. Let us ascend even to the
source of His will—His love. Then our gratitude, without being lessened toward those who do
good to us, will not stop at them. In the day of testing, under the most unexpected, the most inexpli-
cable, the most overwhelming blow, we can say with the psalmist, “I was dumb, I opened not my
mouth; because thou didst it” (Psalm 39:9). And in our silence the heavenly voice will gently reply,
“What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter” (John 13:7).

Looking unto Jesus and not at the interests of our cause, of our party, of our church, and still
less at our personal interests. The single object of our life is the glory of God; if we do not make it
the supreme goal of our efforts, we deprive ourselves of His help, for His grace is only at the service
of His glory. If, on the contrary, it is His glory that we seek above all, we can always count on His
grace.

Looking unto Jesus and not at the sincerity of our intentions and at the strength of our resolu-
tions. How often the most excellent intentions have only prepared the way for the most humiliating
falls. Let us stand not on our intentions, but on His love; not on our resolutions, but on His promise.

Looking unto Jesus and not at our strength. Our strength is good only to glorify ourselves; to
glorify God one must have the strength of God.

Looking unto Jesus and not at our weakness. By lamenting our weakness have we ever be-
come stronger? Let us look to Jesus, and His strength will communicate itself to our hearts, and His
praise will break forth from our lips.

Looking unto Jesus and not at our sins, not at the source from which they come (Matthew
15:19) nor at the chastisement which they deserve. Let us look at ourselves only to recognize how
much we need to look to Him. Let us look to Him, not as if we were sinless, but because we are
sinners, measuring the very greatness of the offence by the greatness of the sacrifice which has
atoned for it and of the grace which pardons it. “For one look that we turn on ourselves,” said an
eminent servant of God (McCheyne), “let us turn ten upon Jesus.” “If it is very sure,” said Vinet,
“that one will not lose sight of his wretched state by looking at Jesus Christ crucified—because this
wretched state is, as it were, graven upon the cross—it is also very sure that in looking at one’s
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wretchedness one can lose sight of Jesus Christ; because the cross is not naturally graven upon the
image of one’s wretchedness.” And he added, “Look at yourselves, but only in the presence of the
cross, only through Jesus Christ.” Looking at your sin only gives death; looking at Jesus gives life.
That which healed the Israelite in the wilderness was not his considering of his wounds but his
looking to the serpent of brass (Numbers 21:5-9).

Looking unto Jesus and not at our pretense of righteousness. Most ill of all who are ill is the
person who believes himself to be healthy; blindest of all the blind is he who thinks that he sees
(John 9:41). If it is dangerous to look long at our wretchedness, which is all too real, it is much more
dangerous to rest complacently on imaginary merits.

Looking unto Jesus and not at the Law. The Law gives commands but gives no strength to
carry them out. The Law always condemns and never pardons. If we put ourselves back under the
Law, we take ourselves away from grace. Insofar as we make our obedience the means of our
salvation, we lose our peace, our joy, our strength, for we have forgotten that Jesus “is the end of the
law for righteousness to every one that believeth” (Romans 10:4). As soon as the Law has con-
strained us to seek Him as our only Saviour, then to Him alone belongs the right to command our
obedience, an obedience which includes nothing less than our whole heart and our most secret
thoughts. Such whole-hearted obedience will not be an iron yoke and an insupportable burden but
an easy yoke and a light burden (Matthew 11:28-30). It is an obedience which He makes as delight-
ful as it is binding, an obedience which He inspires as well as requires.

Looking unto Jesus and not at what we are doing for Him. Too much occupied with our work,
we can forget our Master. It is possible to have full hands and an empty heart. When occupied with
our Master, we cannot forget our work. If the heart is filled with His love, how can the hands fail to
be active in His service.

Looking unto Jesus and not to the apparent success of our efforts. The apparent success is not
the measure of the real success; and besides, God has not told us to succeed, only to work. It is of
our work and not of our success that He requires an account. Why then concern ourselves with
success? It is for us to scatter the seed, for God to gather the fruit—if not today, then tomorrow. If
He does not employ others. Even when success is granted to us, it is always dangerous to fix our
attention on it. On the one hand we are tempted to take some of the credit; on the other hand we may
lessen our zeal—just when we should redouble our energy. To look at the success is to walk by
sight; to look at Jesus and to persevere in following Him and serving Him, in spite of all discour-
agements, is to walk by faith.

Looking unto Jesus and not to the spiritual blessings which we have already received or
which we are now receiving from Him. As to yesterday’s grace, it has passed with yesterday’s
work. We can no longer linger over it. As to today’s grace given for today’s work, it is entrusted to
us, not to be looked at but to be used. We are not to gloat over it as a treasure, counting up our
riches, but to spend it immediately and remain poor.

Looking unto Jesus and not at the amount of sorrow that our sins cause or at the amount of
humiliation which they produce in us.  If we are humiliated by them enough to no longer be com-
placent with ourselves, if   we are troubled by them enough to make us look to Jesus so that He may
deliver us from them, that is all He asks from us. And it is also this look which, more than anything
else, will make our tears spring and our pride fall. And when we, like Peter, weep bitterly (Luke
22:62), then may our tear-dimmed eyes remain more than ever on Jesus. For even our repentance
will become a snare to us if we blot out in some measure be our tears those sins which nothing can
blot out except the blood of the Lamb of God.
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Looking unto Jesus and not at the brightness of our joy, the strength of our assurance or the
warmth of our love. As the result of our own unfaithfulness or because of the trial of our faith, our
love may seem to grow cold, our assurance may vanish, our joy may fail us. Having lost our
feelings, we think that we have lost our strength, and allow ourselves to fall into an abyss of sorrow,
cowardly idleness or sinful complaints. Rather let us remember that if the feelings, with their sweet-
ness, are absent, the faith, with its strength, remains with us. To be able always to be “abounding in
the work of the Lord” (I Corinthians 15:58) let us look steadily, not at our ever-changing hearts, but
at Jesus, who is always the same.

Looking unto Jesus and not at the heights of holiness which we have attained. If one may not
believe himself to be a child of God as long as he finds stains in his heart and stumblings in his life,
who could taste the joy of salvation? But this joy is not bought with a price. Holiness is the fruit, not
the root, of our redemption. It is the work of Jesus Christ for us which reconciles us unto God; it is
the work of the Holy Spirit in us which renews us in His likeness. The shortcomings of a faith
which is true but not yet fully established and bearing little fruit in no way lessens the fullness of the
perfect work of the Saviour nor the certainty of His unchanging promise, guaranteeing life eternal
to every person who trusts in Him. And so to rest in the Redeemer is the true way to obey Him. And
it is only when enjoying the peace of forgiveness that the soul is strong for the conflict.

If any abuse this blessed truth by giving themselves over unscrupulously to spiritual idleness,
imagining that they can let the faith which they think they have take the place of the holiness which
they have not, they should remember this solemn warning of the Apostle Paul: “They that are
Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts” (Galatians 5:24). The Apostle John
warned, “He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is
not in him” (I John 2:4). The Lord Jesus Himself said, “Every tree that bringeth not forth good
fruits is hewn down, and cast into the fire” (Matthew 7:19).

Looking unto Jesus and not at our defeats or our victories. If we look at our defeats, we shall
be cast down; if we look at our victories, we shall be puffed up. And neither will help us to fight the
good fight of faith (I Timothy 6:12). Like all our blessings, the victory, with the faith which wins it,
is the gift of God through our Lord Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 15:57), and all the glory belongs to
Him.
        Looking unto Jesus and not at our doubts. The more we look at them, the larger they appear.
They can swallow up all our faith, our strength and our joy. But if we look away from them to our
Lord Jesus, who is the truth (John 14:6), the doubts will scatter in the light of His presence like
clouds before the sun.

Looking unto Jesus and not at our faith. The last device of the adversary, when he cannot
make us look elsewhere, is to turn our eyes from our Saviour to our faith, thus discouraging us if it
is weak and filling us with pride if it is strong. Either way, his purpose is to weaken us, for power
does not come from the faith but from the Saviour by faith. It is not looking at our faith, it is
“looking unto Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2).

Looking unto Jesus for it is from Him and in Him that we learn to know, not only without
danger but also for the well-being of our souls, what it is good for us to know about the world and
about ourselves, our sorrows, our dangers, our resources and our victories. When we look to Him,
we will see everything in its true light, because it is He who shows us what we need to know at the
time and in the proportion in which this knowledge will produce in us the fruits of humility and
wisdom, gratitude and courage, watchfulness and prayer. All that it is desirable for us to know the
Lord Jesus will teach us; all that we do not learn from Him it is better for us not to know.
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Looking unto Jesus as long as we remain on the earth. We must look unto Jesus from moment
to moment, without allowing ourselves to be distracted by memories of a past which we should
leave behind us nor by an occupation with a future of which we know nothing.

Looking unto Jesus now, if we have never looked unto Him.
Looking unto Jesus afresh, if we have ceased doing so.
Looking unto Jesus only.
Looking unto Jesus still.
Looking unto Jesus always with a gaze more and more constant, more and more confident,

“changed into the same image from glory to glory” (II Corinthians 3:18). Thus, we await the hour
when He will call us to pass from earth to heaven and from time to eternity, the promised hour, the
blessed hour when at last “we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is” (I John 3:2).




